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ENGINE PERFORMANCE 


with Arnolt 
Autocessories 


Vokes Filters are available with one, two or 
three stages of filtration—(1) a fine metal wire 
gauge cylinder to catch coarse particles, (2) a 
star-shaped corrugated medium-density felt 
element, lined with fine-meshed nylon and (3) 
a molded cylinder of dense felt. Filters with 
all three stages remove particles down to 4 
microns (.00016 in.). 


VOKES Fuel and Oil Filters 


Installation of Vokes Fuel and Oil 
Filters in your sports car can make 
a big difference in its performance 
and greatly add to your driving 
pleasure. Because Vokes Filters 
capture 99.9% of the dirt that 
would otherwise enter your engine 


—they help prevent blockage of 


fuel and oil pumps, and gumming 
up piston rings and valves. 


Vokes MGE-37 
Micronmaster Fuel Filter 
installed in MG model TD car. 


By keeping abrasive impurities 
out of your motor they of course 
also greatly lengthen its life... 
The patented corrugated, star- 
shaped felt cartridge which is the 
main filtering element in Vokes 
automotive filters provides maxi- 
mum filtration area in minimum 
space. Because the velocity of 
fluid passing through the filter is 
only 1/600th of the normal veloc- 
ity through the system the back 
pressure is practically negligible 
—in fact only 1/20th of that of 
other makes. 


e Maximum Filtering Area 
due to patented star-shaped 
corrugated felt filtering ele- 
ment. 


e Greater dirt-storing capac- 
ity. 

@ Filter elements removable 
for cleaning or servicing. 


@ Styles and sizes for every 
need. 


For full details on Vokes Filters and other Arnolt Auto- 
cessories and the name of the nearest Autocessories dealer 


write Dept. 2MT. 


DIVISION OF 


ARNOLT CORPORATI 


os 
ij 
Tk 
er 
ec 
ev 
ec 
Plair 
Oe 
within 
WARSAW, INDIANA, U.S. A. pay 
C.0.D. 
Febri 


now...ou can Get FoR ALL CARS 


SNAPS ON TO Y 
‘For all 15” Wheels 
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THE NEW CUSTOM 
FOR All CARS... 


© FINEST STEEL SPOKES 
© CHROME-BRIGHT STAINLESS STEELY 


© PRECISION BUILT—LASTING BEAUTY 
REPLACES HUB CAP—=NO ALTERATIONS: 
WITH OR WITHOUT “KNOCK-OfF” SPINNER) 
© ORDERS FILLED-SAME DAY RECEIVED 


JUST SNAP ON THIS MOST WANTED WHEEL COV 


With “knock-off” spinner.................. $27.50 each (List) 
Set of 4 (Motor Trend Special)........ $99.50 
Plain... without “knock-off” spinner $25.00 each (List) Exclusive to car lovers! It’s now possible to give your car the unsur- 
Set of 4 (Motor Trend Special)........ $89.50 passed elegance, beauty and charm of Continental styling. New, 
A fifth wheel can be bought at single lot price. simulated 40 spoke wire wheel and “knock-off” spinner in gleaming 


chrome, is your modern tie with the glamorous past. Long an inter- 
national favorite, wire wheels symbolize the ultimate in automotive 
luxury and royalty. At last, as easy as snapping on a hub cap, you 

C with “Knock-off” spinner [] without “Knock-off” spinner can capture the same envious glances given fine foreign custom cars. 
These Continental Wire Wheel Covers are engineered by craftsmen 
and especially designed to “snap on” your existing 15” wheels. Here 


AMERICAN ACCESSORIES GQ 


P.O. Box 785 Preuss Station ¢ Los Angeles 35, Calif. 


SPECIFY YEAR, MAKE & MODEL OF CAR 
0 check or money order in full, enclosed 


C C.0.D. deposit for $. Balance to be paid on delivery is America’s answer to quick and inexpensive true Continental Styling. 

NAME Send cash, check, or money order today—your order will be filled 
please print plainly same day received, 

STREET ADDRESS DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


CITY. ZONE__STATE. 


Al 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. If not absolutely satisfied, return 
within 10 days and your money instantly refunded. We will wn 
jay postage and C.0.D. fees if full amount of order is enclosed. 
ou still receive the same unconditional money back guarantee. 
5.00 DEPOSIT ON ALL ORDERS. SEND FULL PAYMENT AND SAVE 
C.0.D. AND POSTAGE ADD 3% SALES TAX IN CALIFORNIA. 


February 1953 


AMERICAN ACCESSORIES | 


785 PREUSS STATION, LOS ANGELES 35, CALIF. 
M-2 
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@Quicker Acceleration 

@ Higher Sustained Top Speeds 

@ Smoother Idle 

@ Longer Spark Plug Life 

@ Better Gasoline Mileage 

@ Lenger Contact Point Life 

@ Easier All-weather Starting 

Here’s Why you get these outstanding Bene- 
ts . . . No other coil in the world has 

these seven features to offer: 

@ Internal Primary 

@ Two Secondary Windings 

@ Swedes Iron Wire Core 

@ Bakelite Case 

@ Variable Resistance Unit 

@ Water and Moisture Proof 

@ Pressure Seal High Tension Terminal 


DSM WILL START ANY EN- 
GINE FROM ONLY 2 VOLTS, 
THUS INSURING EASY START- 
ING AT “SUB-ZERO” TEMPER- 
ATURES. 


INSIST UPON DSM — THE 
COIL WITH TWO SECONDARY 
WINDINGS AND DSM MOLD.- 
ED ON THE CASE. 


FREE LITERATURE UPON REQUEST 


COMPANY 


6209 Hamilton, Detroit 


FEBRUARY 1953 
Published Monthly 
VOL.5 e@ 


NO. 2 


THE 


FEATURES: 


CADILLAC—CAR OF THE YEAR! 
Here is a frank appraisal of why Cadillac gets the 1952 Motor Trend 
Engineering Achievement Award. How does your car rate? 


THEY DON’T COME ANY TOUGHER 
All the facts on the Mexican Road Race 


MIDWINTER RACE AT TORREY PINES... by Jack Campbell—25 
A CHARACTER ANALYSIS 


How one of Detroit's few modern customs stacks up 
against home-built cars 


ARE EXHAUST HEADERS ONLY A GAG?_ by Ray Brown—23 
The battle of the exhaust headers comes to a head. 
Which side are you on? No matter, you'll find 
interesting facts on the behavior of an Oldsmobile, 
before and after adding a special system 


GM NEW CAR ANNOUNCEMENTS. by Harry Cushing—30 
Cadillac—Buick—Chevrolet—Oldsmobile 


LE ROI DES CARROSSIERS 


“Dutch” Darrin has carved for himself a remarkable career 
which, perhaps, has not yet reached its peak 


VIGNALE CREATES A WINNER 


Another famous Italian 


by Walt Woron—17 


by Bob Hoeppner—20 


by Pete Molson—26 


by Jim Earp—33 


..37 


builds a beautiful show car 


DO YOU WANT TO DO 
YOUR OWN CUSTOMIZING? 


Here are the tools and what they'll cost 


CLASSIC COMMENTS— 
HOW TO RESTORE A $50.00 CLASSIC... by Robert J. Gottliebh—54 


Here is a human interest account of one who went 
through the process and is proud of the result 


A CAR FOR YOUR CHILD 


by Robert Behme—48 


by Jim Potter and Dick Krull—58 
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... Gnd at presstime 


MMEDIATELY before presstime we 
were. afforded the opportunity 
(through the courtesy of Hudson Motor 
Car Company) to fly to San Francisco 
for a peek at the new Hudson Jet. Poke 
would be a better word for it, for poke we 
did—in, under, and on top (our complete 
analysis will appear next month). The 
car’s a complete departure in styling from 
anything Hudson has ever done, yet the 
impressive thing about it is that it’s a 
combination of tried and proven features 
used on previous Hudsons. 

An analysis of the specifications showed 
us many interesting things, chief of which 
is the fact that it’s definitely targeted at 
the Chevy-Ford-Plymouth-Willys market. 
both pricewise ($1685 F.O.B. Detroit for 
Jet, $1775 for Super Jet) and perform- 
ancewise. These cars are going to go: 
horsepower is rated at over 100, dry weight 
is 2800 pounds (giving a power-weight 
ratio of around 26, 27:1, better than any 
other car in its field) ; other characteristics 
of the engine bear out this contention. 

Engine, suspension, frame are all proven 
features: engine is based on the Hornet 
design; suspension system is the same as 
is used on other Hudsons; frame is typ- 
ically Hudson step-down design. The one 
major unproven feature is the body style. 
A quick poll of automotive editors present 
at the preview indicated that the style was 
pleasing to the eye. We'll go even further 
—to predict it will meet with public ap- 
proval, and that the same style will be 
used on the entire Hudson line later this 
year. 


LATEST ACTION by the AAA Contest 
Board indicates that the 1953 road racing 
season will begin with new safety controls 
installed at all AAA-sponsored tracks. 
These include: signal lights at the end of 
each straightaway and at the end of each 
turn, with central control of lights at start- 
ing line; wherever a visibility hazard is 
evident, a five-unit intercom system is to 
be installed; all tracks inspected and im- 
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Five two-way iniercom phones will be 
used by AAA observers at 1953 events 


provements completed before first event 
takes place; top guard rails, on turns, will 
be eliminated. 

It was announced at the AAA meeting 
that Auto Racing’s Hall of Fame would be 
permanently located at the Edison Insti- 
tute, Greenfield Village, Michigan. Out- 
standing race drivers, mechanics, car own- 
ers, or officials, may find a place in the 
Hall of Fame, if they are judged as having 
contributed to the automotive industry. 
Further info on this will be released at a 
press industry luncheon to be held Febru- 
ary 18th. 

Pertaining to stock car racing, the AAA 
board decided to allow the use of anything 
included in the manufacturer’s catalog for 
the year of the car’s manufacture. All fu- 
ture sports car events under AAA sanction 
will be governed by F.I.A. rules, the same 
as apply to similar events in Europe. 


CURRENTLY being tested by our thor- 
ough MT Research team is a brand new 
instrument—the Perfometer. We had 
hoped to have a report on this entirely 
self-contained unit for this issue, but this 
complete car testing evaluator requires a 
careful analysis. The Perfometer tests 
and evaluates such things as brake effi- 
ciency, safety acceleration, pick-up rat- 
ings, engine pulling power, hill climbing 
ability, wind and rolling resistance. Its po- 
tentialities as an instrument to probe fur- 
ther into the capabilities and characteris. 
tics of our test cars have given new im- 
petus to our research staff, who are forever 
delving into the possibilities of improving 
our road test reports. 


AND SPEAKING OF road tests, the 
205-horsepower Lincoln and the newly 
styled Plymouth both will be appraised in 
next month’s issue. 


ANOTHER item at presstime concerns 
the third annual Autorama, an automotive 
exposition to be held at the Connecticut 
State Armory in Hartford, Conn. Dates 
are February 28 through March 8—nine 
(Continued on page fourteen) 


ror Imported Cars 
of Distinction 
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ROLLS-ROYCE 
BENTLEY 


ASTON-MARTIN 
S.H. ARNOLT, 


415 East Erie Street * Chicago 11. 


Telephone: Michigan 2-5436 


Former Solex Carburetor 


Engineer Joins Autocessories, Lid. 
Mr. R. S. Elliott, who since 1946 has been on 
the engineering staff of Solex, Ltd., of London, 
England, has recently joined Autocessories, 
Ltd. of Warsaw, Indiana. 

The recent appointment of Autocessories, Ltd. 
as exclusive distributors of Solex Carburetors 
in the United States makes the coming of Mr. 
Elliott especially opportune. 

Mr. Eliiott’s practical experience in working 
directly with such well-known original equip- 
ment users of Solex Carburetors as the makers 
of Hillman Minx, Daimler, Renault, Citroen 
and Bristol cars, will be extremely valuable 
to American distributors and dealers of these 
cars and to all who distribute and install Solex 
Carburetors as replacements in these and other 
imported automobiles. 

Because of Mr. Elliott's specialized knowledge 
of carburetion principles, he will also assist 
in the sale and servicing of Shorrock super- 
chargers which have also recently been as- 
signed to Autocessories, Ltd. for exclusive 
distribution in the United States. 

For details on these and other accessories, 
write Autocessories, Ltd., Division of Arnolt 
Corporation, Warsaw, Indiana. Address: 


Dept. 2MT. 
ADVERTISEMENT 
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I 
1 LOUD or QUIET ! 
1 . Tone as you like it! Get ! 
1 more power, economy & per- ] 
formance at tremendous sav- 
i 
| ings! Guaranteed the finest 
aa balanced header systems for 4 
ALL ‘42-’52 FORDS & MERCS. 
. WITH MUFFLERS ff 
1 d Complete with Headers, Ex- 
Fo & 2 ‘Stee! 4 
‘ac Mell ‘one 
f Mufflers......... $46 
- « « WITHOUT MUFFLERS 
Use stock mufflers for quiet 
| Headers, § 
1 ailpipe, $36 
HEADER KITS 
SAVE 50%! Kit includes 180° 
I bends, Pipes, Flanges & easy 1 
instructions for assembling 
your own headers! For 1 
ALL Fords & Mercs........ 
a 


SETS 


“Beautiful Mellow Tone” 


pressure is reduced up 


—by having 2. exhaust 4. 
tems instead of 1. with 
Pipes, two Mufflers, 
Brackets, etc. All $ 95 
Fords & Mercs... 8 

(Dual Side Tailpipe $6 extra) 
For Olds, Stude & 
Cadillac V-8's. 


DUAL MUFFLER KITS 
SAVE! Same set as above—Less mufflers & 
T.P. Simply add another stock muffler and 
tailpipe to your a quiet, 
yet efficient dua 
$995 


system. 


D> 
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i DEEP MELLOW THROBBING PURR! ' 
STEEL-PACKED Straight-Thru design minimizes J 
1 back pressure! Outlasts 3 to 5 ordinary muf- i 
I flers. No finer muffler at any price! $495 
All Ford, Merc., Chev., 
$7.95 
SAVE UP 50% i 
BIG CATALOG.. 
Hundreds of 

Speed Equipment 
1 Bargains, Custom 1 

Tips 

COUPONS, ete 
1 only 

Enclosed find Ship C.O.D. 

RUSH the following: 
} 


Milford 24T, Pa. 


Dealers Wanted 


OIL ADDITIVES REPORT APPRECIATED 
Gentlemen: 

I wish to take this opportunity of congrat- 
ulating you for the evidently frank article on 
“moly” (molybdenum disulphide) appearing 
in the December issue of Motor Trenp. I 
and most of your readers will appreciate 
your candor ... 

Henry F. Robbins 
New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
Your subject material on crankcase addi- 
tives in the December issue of Moror 


TREND is quite interesting. I seem to think 
that the purchase of .gadgets used on motor 
cars have a_ psychological effect on the 
owner rather than any great merit otherwise. 
I use an additive in my motor oil . . . Bar- 
dahl. Why? I don’t know except that I hap- 
pened to see one of their friction tests and 
I have been using the stuff for a couple of 
years and I just think it helps .. . 
Walter A. Fry 
St. Paul, Minn. 


INTEREST IN FIBERGLAS GROWS 


Gentlemen: 

Your article on Fiberglas interested me 
very much for I have been a “dabbler” and 
would like to advance a step or two. 

Could you tell me where I might obtain 
more information about this new wonder 
material ? 

C. P. Lewis 
Robstown, Texas 
Gentlemen: 

Congratulations upon the excellent article 
on Fiberglas in your December issue. I’m 
particularly interested in this material after 
viewing the various efforts. I would appre- 
ciate your sending me the addresses of the 
companies mentioned in the article. I am 
interested in purchasing either a body or 
completed car or building one myself. 

Warren B. Smith 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
We have received many such requests for 
additional information on varied applications 
of this new wonder material as it relates to 
the automotive industry. Until such time 
that further reports are included in the 
pages of Motor TREND, here are the names 
and addresses desired by our readers: 


. Atlas Fiber- o~.! Inc. (completed bodies & basic 
materials). 2015 Marion St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

“Dutch” Darrin (Darrin K-F XP body). 8006 

Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood, Calif. 

. Glasspar Body Works (completed bodies and 

tops). 19101 Newport Ave., Santa Ana, Calif. 

‘ a Ray Greene Co. (‘‘Frazen’’ body). Toledo 9, 

. Eric Irwin (“Lancer’’) body). 1081 

Way, Costa Mesa, Calif. 

. “Shorty’’ Post (custom-made frames for Fiber- 

glas bodies). 145 S. Olive St., Orange, Calif. 

Dale Runyan (Fiberglas tops). 819 N. LaBrea 

Ave., Los Argeles, Calif. 

. Strassberger Motors, Inc. (complete car). Menlo 


Park, Calif. 
4 Sees Body Co. (completed bodies). Ogden, 


. Vale Wright Co. (completed bodies). 2204 Grant 

St., Oakland, Calif. 

. Viking-Craft Co.—Doug Caruthers (‘’Skorpion’’ 
and “Cheetah” bodies). 113 S. Palm, Anaheim, 
4 Wiles Co.—John A. Wills (plastics engineer). 

1955 N. Lincoln Ave., Pasadena, Calif. 

13. B. R. Woodill (complete car—the Woodill ‘“Wild- 
fire’). 8640 E. Firestone Blvd., Downey, Calif. 
STEERING WHEEL POSITION 

Gentlemen: 

I think it is about time someone came up 
to defend the steering wheel position that 
tends toward the vertical rather than, hori- 
zontal. Why do your road testers continually 
slur the wheel position of the ’49 through ’51 
Mercurys? 

In the test trial on the ’52 Mercury (Oct. 
52) they comment on the improved steer- 
ing wheel position. I think that is a mat- 
ter of opinion. I own a ’50 Mercury and it 
so happens that it is one of the things that 
has always appealed to me most about this 
car. I’m not a sports car expert, but most of 
them I have seen incorporate this type of 
wheel position. It’s straight up and down in 
Le Sabre, so someone must agree with the 
idea Must we feel as though we are driving 
a 1g1o truck for the steering wheel posi- 
tion to be good? 

Richard Grandi 
Silver City, New Mexico 
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We agree; position of the steering wheel for 
best driving conditions varies from driver to 
driver, but we do feel that there is a certain 
position most desirable for the average driv- 
er.—Editor 


SPORTS CAR IMITATIONS? 
Gentlemen: 

Perhaps someday the pertinent authorities 
will acquire the intestinal fortitude to ade- 
quately define a sports car. In the interim, 
while the actual international rules remain 

(Continued on page eight) 


This Month's Cover 


We won't go into 
much detail here re- 
garding our cover 
car, since it is more 
thoroughly covered 
in a one-page fea- 
ture on page 37 of 
this issue. Suffice it 
to say that Jack 
Campbell, our pho- 
to editor, took the 
color shot. 


[x] MOTOR TREND Subscription Dept. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
tos Angeles 28, Calif. 


Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND 
subscriber for: 
(J One year—$3.00 Two years—$5.00 


Name 

Street. 

City State. 

lenclose: cash check [] money order 
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’ AT LAST... here is relief for the “gas-poor” motorist—at a price 
anyone can afford. Thousands of satisfied Fuel Pressure Regulator 
users claim up to 25% more gas MILEAGE with smoother car per- 
formance and less fear of stalling, flooding or power loss. Per- 
fected after years of research and development, the sensational 
GANE-MASTER Pressure regulator has now been tested and 
approved by leading automotive engineers and manufacturers. 
NOW-enjoy s-m-o-o-t-h, more economical car performance . . . 
YOU CAN’T LOSE ... Gane-Master pays its own way and is 
fully guaranteed. 


THE GANE-MASTER PAYS FOR ITSELF: 


This fuel pressure regulator pays ‘for itself many 
times over with gas savings, by eliminating fre- 
quent carburetor adjustments and by reducing 
engine and carburetor wear. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Only Gane-Master has a money back guarantee— 
ask for it by name. Gane-Master is fully backed by 
a guarantee of quality workmanship, materials and 
performance. Use it for 15 days . .. if you are not 
amazed with the fuel savings and the increased 
efficiency, return the Regulator for a full refund. 


STALLING IN TRAFFIC 


ressure Regulator 


EE YOUR DEALER 
HE 


HOW IT WORKS: 


Please send me 


(CO! enclose $7.95 cash—check—M.O.—Send postpaid. 
(0 $1.00 deposit enclosed. Send C.O.D. 


The Gane-Master‘s “‘secret’’ is a highly 
sensitive, large diameter diaphragm. This 
diaphragm is accurately spring balanced to 
contro! the high pressure pulsations in the 
fuel line and regulate the fuel flow to the 
carburetor. The result is a pulse free, steady 
flow of gas and an ideal fuel-cir mixture. 
Gane-Master acts as a dependable, constant 
fuel monitor as you drive. 


GANE-MASTER ENDS VAPOR-LOCK H 


AND CARBURETOR PERCOLATING. il 


— 


Gane-Master is easily and quickly installed in 
the fuel line between the fuel pump and the 
carburetor. This precision-built, compact, pol- 
ished aluminum regulator fits all cars, trucks 
and tractors. Installs in 15 minutes. 


eee 
ENGINE PRODUCTS CO., DEPT. MP-2 
5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


Gane-Masters 


Zone. State. 


City 
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CAM WEAR 


HARMAN-COLLINS 


Your cam will last 
Jonger and increase the 
horsepower of your 
engine when it is of 
the same design that 
top sports mechanics 
use in their own cars... 
Harman-Collins, of 
course. The softness of 
ordinary cams result 

in lobe wear. Harman- 
Collins cams are 
designed to take full 
advantage of the 
hardness of the original 
cam surface, Where 
necessary, they are 
actually surface treated 
to prevent wear. Specify 
nothing less than 
Harman-Collins. 


First in cam engineering 


HARMAN & COLLINS, 1: 


5552 Alhambra Avenue 
Los Angeles 32, California 
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(Continued from page six) 
quite flexible, everyone in any way associated 
with sports cars recognizes that they are set 
apart by certain essential characteristics, 
namely, superior road-holding, cornering, 
braking and engine efficiency. 

In view of the international recognition 
of such features, it is unfair to the unin- 
formed general public as well as to sports 
car devotees for any manufacturer, as in the 
case of the Buick Skylark, to describe any 
imitation of the real thing as a “sports car.” 
To me these imitations are only “sporty 
cars” and I hope that that term, in a deroga- 
tory sense, comes into such wide usage as to 
deter any who would misapply the name 
“sports cars.” 

Thomas Dadson 
Franklin, Michigan 


MORE ON THE HORSEPOWER RACE 
Gentlemen: 

I read with interest the article on Horse- 
power. I wasn’t going to write but after 
reading Harold Wilde’s letter (December is- 
sue) I would like to say this, “Just a little 
bit of brains will keep all of us alive to en- 
joy our cars for many years regardless of 
size or power.” 

I like automobiles for what they are, re- 
gardless of age. It makes me very angry 
every time someone comes up with the 
idea to put cars off the road that have 
reached a certain age. (Wilde didn’t say 
this, but many do!) 

Also, I don’t believe in the $5.00 govern- 
ment inspection. Car owners are taxed to 
death now, not to mention the graft and 
chiselling this deal would cause. In Pennsyl- 
vania we have state inspections twice a year. 
I know the requirements, and I repair my 
cars before I go in. Seldom do they require 
any work by the inspector. This generally 
costs a dollar. Also the state police make 
highway checks on lights and equipment. 

A very small percentage of accidents are 
caused by mechanical failure. Most of this 
small percentage is from brake failure or 
overloaded parts on large trucks. 

The killers are inattentiveness, poor judge- 
ment, and fatigue. I'd say it’s the human ele- 
ment, not horsepower where the trouble 
lies. So let’s all be extra careful and try to 
use our heads for everyone’s benefit. 

G. H. Krick, Jr. 
Duncannon, Pa. 


PUT IT ON THE LEFT! 
Gentlemen: 

I am only 13-years-old, but I buy your 
magazine and enjoy it very much. Regarding 
the December issue, I too think the emer- 
gency brake should be on the left. We had a 
1951 Chevy. My mother and sister were in 
a wreck in which the emergency brake went 
through my sister’s leg. 

Curt McClure 
Shreveport, La. 


WHAT CARS ARE ON THE ROAD? 
Gentlemen: 
Two years ago, while we were both living 
in Denver, we became interested in the 
question: what percentage of the cars on the 


road are of this or that make? We decided 
to try to find out for ourselves by actual 
counts made on the highways of Colorad@ 
during various trips about the state. Ou 
method was as follows: the driver (in @ 
continual state of alertness) would call oug 
the make of every car which passed ugl 
traveling in the opposite direction; the pasa 
senger would record the makes. . . 
When we had amassed a series of 1000 
symbols representing passing cars, we paused 
and statistically tabulated what we had. The 
results were most interesting, and in somé 
cases surprising. 3 
Recently, finding ourselves now stationed 
together here in California, we decided to 
repeat our observation on the highways 
here. Again we obtained some surprising re- 
sults, particularly with reference to differ- 
ences between this and the former tabulation, 
At this point, we decided that perhaps 
other readers of Motor Trenp might be 
interested in our findings and might be able 
to contribute similar observations from other 
sections of the country for comparison. Ac- 
cordingly, we are sending our two tabula- 
tions, each based on 1000 cars and trans- 
posed into percentages. 
COLORADO—1950 


CALIFORNIA—1952 


Chevrolet 22.1% Chevrolet 19.0% 
Ford 22.1% Ford 18.5% 
Plymouth 9.8% Plymouth 10.5% 
Buick 7.2% vic! 8.1% 
Pontiac 5.6% Oldsmobile 6.7% 
Oldsmobile 5.3% Pontiac 6.2% 
Dodge 5.2% Studebaker 5.0% 
Mercury 4.5% Mercury 4.8% 
Chrysler 3.9% Dodge 4.2% 
Hudson 3.2% Chrysler 3.0% 
Nash 3.1% Cadillac 2.9% 
Studebaker 2.2% to 2.7% 
Packard 1.8% Hudson 2.6% 
DeSoto 1.3% Nash 2.0% 
Cadillac 1.0% Packard 1.8% 
Lincoln I% Lincoln 8% 
Kaiser 4% Kaiser -5% 
Frazer Austin 2% 
Willys 1% G 2% 
LaSalle 1% Frazer 1% 
Willys 1% 
Jaguar 1% 
Two striking facts are apparent with a [Melson-\ 
little addition: 1. Chevrolet, Ford and [f®. 2553 


Plymouth account for approximately half the 
cars on the road. 2. GM, Ford and Chrysler 
(as manufacturers) account for almost 90 
per cent of the cars. 

We send this information sincerely hoping 
for comments or comparisons from other 
readers. We found the work involved in com-) /AIL 
piling it most fascinating! : 

Lt. Allen Mariner FO 
Lt. Tarlton Morrow 
USN, Oakland, Calif. 


THOSE MULTI-COATED PAINT JOBS 


Gentlemen: 
While floating around in the Mediter- uy 
ranean in this overgrown canoe club 


(USN) I spend quite a bit of time reading 
and reviewing my collection of Motor > 
TREND magazines. 

I have noticed in several articles that the 
paint jobs on certain custom cars have as 
many as 24 to 36 coats of lacquer on them. 
I’m not the best painter in the world but, 
having had my own paint and body shop in 
Indianapolis, I maintain’ that I can apply 
from eight to 10 coats of lacquer and turn 
out as good a finish as any 36-coat job done. 

Wayne H. Anderson 
New York, N.Y. 
Custom painters, any rebuttal?—Editor 


Motor Trend 


| tt 
: 
4 
| 
" 7% 
| 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
= 
| 
| 
2 
MOBIL 
| 
| 
| 
INC. 
| 


THE ORIGINAL 


| _ COULD MEET ALL QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
HIS PRIZE-WINNING Packard Pan American ae 


iginal Continental 
h a [elson-Whitebone— 


ADD NEW BEAUTY AND DISTINCTION 
ie: TO YOUR CAR...WITH AN H-W 
| CUSTOM REAR CONVERSION 


Just as it meets all qualifications for this glamorous Packard 
Pan American, winner of first prize at the International Motor 
Sports Show ...so will the H-W Continental add new beauty, 
distinction and dashing style to your car. Yet it is moderately 
priced, has many practical, useful features, and increases greatly 
the trade-in value of your car. But don’t accept an inferior 
- substitute. Insist upon the original* H-W Continental. 
See it at your dealer’s today. 


HUDELSON-WHITEBONE CO. 


522 North Hickory St., Champaign, Illinois 
950 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco 9, Calif. 
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ETROIT, MICHIGAN — The oft-ru- 

mored and long-awaited sports 
convertibles are now in _ production. 
Packard, Cadillac, and Buick are first to 
reach the market with their versions, but 
announcement of similar custom creations 
is imminent from Oldsmobile, Dodge, and 
others. 

Called “The Caribbean,” Packard’s car 
leads the list of several special models which 
the company plans to bring out in the luxury 
field this year. It carries a list price of 
$5,200. This new convertible was developed 
from Packard’s exhibit car, the “Pan 
American,” which was acclaimed at the 
recent Trend-sponsored Motorama in Los An- 
geles and the International Motor Sports 
show in New York. 

The Caribbean retains contour styling, 
although it incorporates numerous refine- 
ments. Features include wire wheels, a con- 
tinental rear tire mount, an air scoop on 
the hood which is also part of the engine 
cooling system, and special body colors. Car 
dimensions are: wheelbase, 122 inches; over- 
all length, 222%49 inches, overall height, 62 
inches; and overall width, 77% inches. 

Power is supplied by Packard’s eight- 
cylinder L-head “Thunderbolt” engine which 
develops 180 bhp @ 4000 rpm. It has a 
344 x 44 bore and stroke, and displaces 
327 cubic inches. Compression ratio is 8.0:1. 
Automatic transmission, power assisted steer- 
ing and power braking are optional. 

Cadillae’s custom convertible is called 
the “El Dorado,” and carries a price tag 
in the neighborhood of $9,000. Like all cars 
of this type it is a high-styled version of 
the company’s regular convertible. The car 
is powered by a 210 bhp engine, details of 
which may be found in the GM car an- 
nouncement story on page 30. Power steering 
is standard as are other Cadillac luxury 
features. 

Among many styling innovations are a 
power-operated top which is concealed under 
a full metal cover, a one-piece, wrap-around 
windshield, leather interior trim with leather 
hand grips on the steering wheel, and chrome 
wire wheels. Overall height of the El Dorado 
is 58% inches. 

Buick’s production version of the 
“Skylark,” which was shown to the public 
last year, is built on a standard “Road- 
master” chassis. It will carry a price tag 
of $5,500. Powerplant is the new 188 bhp 
V-8 engine, and a description of this is 
= found on page 30. The car will be delivered 
to purchasers completely equipped with 
power steering, Dynaflow transmission, and 
all other options offered by Buick. 

Among several styling changes over reg- 
ular Buick convertibles is a windshield which 
has been chopped three inches, chrome wire 
wheels, new treatment to doors, a medallion 


(Continued on page fifty-one) 


HARRY CUSHING —- DETROIT EDITOR - REPORTS 


Ten 


Packard sports convertible, the “Caribbean,” is one of several new models offered public 


Another sports convertible is Buick’s “Skylark.” Luxury cars by others are expected 
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=? Kaiser “Dragon” is distinguished by a padded vinyl sports top and gold-plated body trim 
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testing is included free with every PerfOMeter. 
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YOUR CAR IS JUST A COMFORTABLE AMBULANCE IF: 


You're guessing as to your car's real horsepower 


BUT PERFOMETER, a new testing device, gives you these answers, 


BESIDES, YOU'RE GIVING YOUR WALLET A BAD HEART ATTACK IF: 


You have no way fo check the results of an expensive repair job on your car 


BUT PERFOMETER gives the real story on every factor in the car's operation. You can now 
do your own road fests. PerfOMeter is the only “on the car” instrument 
giving actual horsepower. We like the description of it by the enthusiasts 
at Motorama . . . “The pocket sized Dynamometer.” The readings obtained 
will be as accurate as those obtained on the finest chassis dynamometers. 
The PerfOMeter measures the effects of gravity, momentum and drag. A 
vacuum line may leak . . . an electric cable may short-out . . . but these 
facts have been constant and unchanging since time began. Remember — 
PHYSICAL FACTS CAN NOT LIE. 


The handsomely designed PerfOMeter, De- 
e Luxe Model 104 made by European craftsmen, 
i with the integrity of the continental watchmak- 
ers art, sells for $22.50, postpaid, in a beauti- 
ful multicolored gift box, and comes complete 
with a chrome dash mount and a chrome steering column bracket. A 
comprehensive 64 page illustrated book giving road test figures of all 
important American and Foreign cars and covering all phases of road 


You really don’t know how good your brakes are 


You have only a “hunch” that your wheel alignment is off 


and many more, quickly and accurately 


You're not using the gasoline best suited for your car 


Shows best gas for “your ‘ Stopping distances in feet 
eu Pin-points wheel alignment 
_ Measures engine pulling power 
Tests hill climbing ability 


Send your order today 


| AUTOSPHERE CORPORATION 


551 Fifth Avenue * New York 17, N. Y. 
Please send Deluxe Model 104 
| PerfOMeters at $ 


Add: 


| City Zone State 
JOBBER INQUIRIES INVITED Check enclosed 
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Rapid Promotion 
for NORTHROP 
Engineering Grad 


it’s another promotion — the second in two 
years—for Howard Sherman! Since gradu- 
ation from Northrop Aeronautical Institute, 
Howard has held an interesting and excit- 
ing job solving assembly, ducting, motor- 
mounting, and other engineering problems 
on advanced design and experimental air- 
craft. His Northrop training has helped 
speed his progress toward success! 


“> NORTHROP Graduates Have Vast Opportunity 


Hundreds of Norturop graduates are building 
successful careers in every phase of aviation. The 
enviable records of achievement they have estab- 
lished have created an increasing demand for 
Norturop graduates. This demand is so great that 
Norturop graduates are offered their choice of in- 
teresting, exciting, profitable jobs Prior To 
GRADUATION! 


“> Begin Your AVIATION CAREER at NORTHROP 


Norturop is an accredited technical institute open 
to public enrollment. It is operated independently 
as a division of Norturop Aircraft, Inc.—long 
famed for advanced aeronautical design and pro- 
duction. NAI offers courses in AERONAUTICAL EN- 
GINEERING and AIRCRAFT & ENGINE MECHANICS that 
.are thorough, practical, and complete! 


“> Write Today for Free information! 


Fill in the coupon to receive a copy of the 
Norturop Catalog which outlines courses and 
shows pictures of the advanced training facilities 
in use. 


Northrop Aeronautical Institute is 


lly approved for your training 
all other veteran training. 


ATTENTION 
KOREA 
VETERANS 


Northrop 


Aeronautical Institute 
1503 Broadway, Hawthorne - 
Los Angeles County, Calif. 
WRITE TODAY FOR 
FULL INFORMATION 


NORTHROP AERONAUTICAL INSTITUTE 

1503 E. Broadway, Hawthorne, Los Angeles County, Cal. 
Please send me immediately the Northrop catalog, employment data, 

and schedule of starting dates of classes. | am interested in: 

C Aeronautical Engineering * Aircraft & Engine Mechanics 1) 


Name. Age. 
Address. 
City. Zone. State. 


: © Check here for Speciai veteran Training Information 
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Are there misfits on our highways? 


ATELY, THERE HAS been consid- 
erable newspaper publicity as to 
where the blame for poor driving should 
be placed. In the space of a week, two 
different authorities have blamed two 
widely divergent groups of people. 

One says that intellectuals make the 
poorest drivers since they don’t pay at- 
tention to their driving, taking it as a 
matter of course. Conversely, this au- 
thority says that morons are the best 
drivers because they have to concentrate 
so intently on what they are doing, leav- 
ing no time for other thoughts to disturb 
their driving. 

The other authority claims that psycho- 
logical misfits are an actual menace on 
the highways, since inner frustrations may 
be forcing them to violate traffic laws. 
To explain this, Dr. Herbert J. Stack, 
director of the center for safety educa- 
tion at New York University, says that 
“a study of drivers who repeatedly have 
violated laws showed most of them suf- 
fered from emotional disturbances, rather 
than a lack of driving skills.” 

There is undoubtedly a great deal of 
truth in both viewpoints, but if so, why 
isn’t something concrete being done? 
Newspapers and magazines use much space 
telling the public about such things, but 
nothing is accomplished after that. 

Dr. Stack has recommended that “each 
state hire a psychologist to direct studies 
and treatment of constant offenders, who 
may be running through stop signals be- 
cause they hate their jobs or their mothers, 
or bullied the other kids on the block 
when they were children.” The doctor says 
that many of the continuous offenders 
could be helped through detail psycho- 
logical tests to determine what is at the 
root of their speeding, jumping red lights, 


| or weaving dangerously in traffic. 


Dr. Stack’s recommendation appears to 
us to be a solid one. But, such a thing 
must be initiated by legislation or ap- 
pointed legislators. That brings us to the 
crux of the entire affair—proper legisla- 


| tion in the first place would prevent much 


of the problem that now has to be coped 
with after “psychological misfits” (or 
whatever label you want to hang on dan- 
gerous drivers) get onto the highways. 
Proper traffic legislation continues to be 
probably the greatest offender in accidents 
and killings on our highways. True, there 
are other causes, such as improper law 
enforcement, poor roads, cars not built 
for the roads on which they travel, non- 
education of drivers. Every one of these 
items is part and parcel of the over-all 
picture. Nevertheless, the weakest link in 
this chain, and paradoxically the strongest 
one, is the right kind of traffic legislation. 
What would we like to see in the way 
of new laws? That’s easy, not because the 


answer is so simple, but because we’ve 
given so much thought to the subject, hav- 
ing published articles and editorials on it 
throughout the last several years. 

In the first place, there has to be some 
uniformity in legislation. Say all you want 
about states’ rights, but it still stands 
that when the adoption of laws is good 
for the majority, they should be adopted. 
It’s difficult to justify the reluctance to 
adopt a national law (or individual state 
laws on a national basis) for the reason 
that it usurps authority from the state. 

Regardless of uniformity, however, the 
following items (and reasons for them) 
could be written into traffic vehicle codes, 
with the result that traffic violations and 
fatalities would be sharply decreased. 

Licensing tests should be made much 
sterner than they now generally are. This 
applies to aptitude, physical and practical 
tests. In some of our states any applicant 
who can steer a car in a_ reasonably 
straight line, and point it at a curb to 
park, has no trouble getting a license. 

Physical tests should be expanded to 
include checks for true physical condition 
(heart trouble, high blood pressure. nerv- 
ous conditions, etc.), depth perception 
(so necessary for passing other cars), 
color blindness (determining color by loca- 
tion isn’t enough, particularly since vari- 
ous states have different placements of 
red, green, and amber lights), tunnel 
vision (the lack of good field of vision, 
necessary for seeing what’s approaching 
from a side street), glare resistance (par- 
ticularly important for those people who 
do much night driving), and mental sta- 
bility (not to determine whether or not 
a person is sane, but how easily a person 
gets rattled under conditions of stress). 

Of course, to go along with these ini- 
tial tests, there should be periodic check- 
ups, to make certain that drivers are not 
losing their depth perception, their mental 
stability, etc. There is no logical reason 
to shun physicals. After all, how many of 
us can truthfully say that we are getting 
in better physical shape each year? 

License renewals should not be made 
without these checkups, along with apti- 
tude and practical tests. Just because a 
person has held a license for 16 years 
doesn’t necessarily mean that he has the 
same ability to drive a car he may have 
enjoyed previously. A one-time test should 
not qualify a driver to drive an automo- 
bile indefinitely. 

It’s up to the people of each state to 
see that proper legislation is put into 
effect. It doesn’t end there—but it’s cer- 
tainly a good beginning. There’s little 
need for the continuing rise in traffic fa- 
talities. They can be curbed, but it’s up 
to the people. The people are YOU. 

—Walter A. Woron 
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‘STOP WASTING MONEY 


{FE-TIME BATTERY 


LASTS THE LIFE OF YOUR CAR! 


Here’s the Electronics Industry's answer to a car owner's 
prayer. After years of connanah, development and testing in 
the nation’s leading laboratories, the ‘LIFETIME’ battery has 
been judged the finest ever made. All this is possible through 
our specially developed ‘‘neutronic’’ plates. 
WHY THIS BATTERY IS BETTER! 
1. IT RECHARGES AUTOMATICALLY . . . Under severe Bureau 
Grids of ordinary of Standards tests, batteries were discharged over 400 times, 
battery after 1 and each time they automatically “‘bounced back’ to life 
year’s service. within minutes. It is virtually impossible to run down! Some 
users claim over 9 years of continuous service. 
2. REQUIRES WATER ONLY ONCE A YEAR .. . Special Heav 
Duty plates . . . indestructible Fiberglas construction of all 
vital parts guaranteed to resist corrosion & give constant service under all 
conditions. 
3. SAVES YOU UP TO $100 . . . The average battery lasts about 1.4 years... 
at an average cost of $19.55, or $85.51 for a 6-year period. 
WHY THROW YOUR MONEY AWAY? Write today for this sensational new 
battery. 
Factory UNCONDITIONAL 6 YEAR WRITTEN GUARANTEE. This bat- 
tery is made for industrial, marine, passenger car, truck or tractor 
use. Since this battery may outlast your present car, it can be easily 
transferred to your new car before you trade in. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Grids of a “‘Life- 
Time” battery after 
5 years’ service. 


RECHARGES 


AUTOMATICaLLy 


NEEDS 


SAVES YOU 
up TO $100 


(or send $5.00 deposit, bal- 
ance C.O.D.). One price for 
all models to fit all cars. 
Give model, make & year of 
car. 


youR MOTOR IN 10 
MINUTES with a 


Motor Renew Treatme 
Vv stop OIL 
V RESTORE COMPRES 
V STOP PISTON SLAP 


CLEANSE “MOTOR PURGE” 


the famous 
the 
“Purge” formula cleans, 
and frees ring 
tons from is 
ish. 
motor an 
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As the 2nd step 
veeze this 


MONEY- 
BACK 

GUARANTEE! 

A$100,000 in- 


surance pol- 
icy guarantees that 
this ‘‘Renew treat- 
ment will not harm 
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FREE Auto Manuva 
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WANT QUICK STARTS ON COLD 
USE A SPARK INTENSIFIER 
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COMPLETE Price 


MORNINGS? 


GET FULL COMBUSTION, SPEED & POWER FROM ANY CAR! « o> 


Pays for itself in gas, oil and battery savings. 
The amazing Spark Intensifier works on the acce 
and more completely. It makes a powerhouse ou 
used successfully by thousands of motorists and 
starting . . . imp bustion . . . red 
protector protects your spark plugs and igniti 
in any way. 
Easily installed in the center hole of the distributor cap of any car, 
the ignition coil build a higher voltage and allows a wider spark g 
ignites your fuel with a MIGHTY SPARK instead of a weak flicker. 
be take no risk. WE GUARANTEE AMAZING IMPROVEMENT OR YOUR 
nly, postpaid 


leading race drivers. The GIA’ 
s misfiring . . . 
ion points. It will last the lifetime 


pted fact that a good, strong ignition spark ignites fuel quicker 
t of your coil. This is the original Spark Intensifier that 
if NT SPARK it produces gives quicker 
prevents ring and cylinder wear. A 


has been” 


built-in point 
of your car and cannot harm it 


truck or tractor, the Spark Intensifier helps 
jap. Thus the increased power at the plugs 
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MONEY BACK! 
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(Continued from page five) 


full days of outstanding automotive at- 
tractions, including more than too special 
cars in antiques, customs, classics, hot 
rods, sports, and race car classes. 


EARS 
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WHAT DOES IT take to drive 5,000,000 
miles without an accident? We’re inclined 
to think it takes more than just a rabbit’s 
foot . . . but never mind, we had the 
pleasure of meeting the man who has this 
enviable record and who, incidentally, was 
the fifth-place winner (stock cars) in this 
| year’s Mexican Road Race (see page 20). 
| He is C. D. (Dave) Evans, who tailed 
| the four winning Lincolns in his Chrysler. 
| Asked what he plans to do in the near 

future, he replied that he hopes to tour 
all 48 states in the interest of improving 
| highway safety through better law en- 
| forcement. With a safety record such as 
| his. he should do quite well in influencing 
others in this potent problem. 


$24.95 
BUSTLE — CONTINENTAL 


Featuring tire cover, saucer disc, chrome 
lite, license bracket & all necessary at- 
tachments. 49-53 Ford, Merc and Style- 
line Chevy—Outer chrome cover $10 ex- 
tra. Other models available. 


SMART SET CONTINENTAL KIT 
49-51 Ford, Chevy $59.50 
94.50 


79.50 
| FLASH! FLASH! The Car Owners Maga- 


| zine is growing! Next month we add 16 
| more pages of beautiful rotogravure re- 
| production to Motor Trenp. If you're 
| not familiar with rotogravure, photo- 
graphs reproduced by this process take on 
| a mew sharpness. This 16-page section 
| will be highly pictorial, something which 
many of our readers have been requesting 
| for a long time. Don’t miss the new 
Motor TREND, March issue on sale at all 
newsstands on February 2oth; if you want 
| to be sure of your copy, why not use the 
handy subscription coupon on page 6. 


SMART SET WHEEL DISCS 
Fits 15” or 16 wheels, set of four 
(Saucer or Plain) pes $19.50 


TO FURTHER IMPROVE the car own- 
er’s magazine, Motor TREND, we welcome 
| Pete Molson to our editorial staff. Pete 
| was formerly associated with the San 
| Francisco Chronicle and Today’s Health. 
| Having a softness in his heart for things 
| automotive, he says he welcomes the op- 


Precisioned to fit — installed in flash — 
nee —— ready to paint. 


Skirts for all cars 


portunity to write about cars; his first 
story for you is on page 26. 


BEFORE we forget it, we apologize to 
Bill Babbs of Babbs Custom Shop, Glen- 
dale, Calif. In our January issue in the 
lead picture in the article “Why Do Car 
Owners Customize?” (page 20), we indi- 
cated that Bill was Lee Dummell, owner 
of the custom ’so Ford, but that isn’t Lee 
smiling happily showing the car to the 
crowd at qur Motorama exhibition, that’s 
Bill, and Bill’s happy because he did the 
body work for Lee, who isn’t in the pic- 
ture. Are you thoroughly confused? So 
are we! 


ANOTHER APOLOGY: Giinther Molter’s 
“European Newsletter” didn’t arrive in 
time for this issue since he was enroute 
to Germany from Mexico, but to those of 
you who are particularly interested in 
automotive developments on the continent, 
the feature will appear next month. 


BEGINNING next month, another new 
feature will appear in the pages of Motor 
TREND. Tentatively called ‘Trends in De- 
sign,” the basic purpose of the feature will 
be to show our readers automotive styling 
changes and to give reasons for these 
changes, together with explanations of styl- 
ing approaches. For instance, do you know 
the reasons for the Studebaker bulge, the 
fake Mercury airscoop? Did you know 
that the accuracy of your speedometer is 
affected by your car’s styling? Don Bruce, 
28-year-old automotive stylist who has 
designed for GM (Cadillac, Olds, and 
Buick), will write and illustrate the fea- 
ture. Bruce’s short biographical sketch 
that he sent us (he must be innately mod- 
est) indicates that he was born in Hollis- 
ton, Mass. and was graduated from the 
Pratt Institute. 


ATTENTION: All Motor Trenp press 
card holders. Please return all press cards 
so that new 1953 cards may be issued to 
you. —The Editors 


SMART SET 
JAGUAR REAR BUMPER 


PROTECTION & BEAUTY were designed 
into the rear contour bumper for your 
Jag. Simply bolt on without alterations. 
XK120 Roadster and Coupe. Bumper and 
Chrome Brackets.............. $95.00 
Deposit On All Orders 
Price F.O.B., Los Angeles 
Add 3% Sales Tax if you live in Calif. 
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“We always have this trouble making the turnoff when the road is frozen.” 
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III. CARRERA PANAMERICANA MEXICO 


proves superiority of BOSCH automotive electrical equipment 


Equipped with BOSCH magnetos 
and BOSCH spark plugs, the 
MERCEDES-BENZ 300 SL wins both 
first and second places in the world’s 


most gruelling long-distance race. 


KARL KLING is the winner, and 
HERMANN LANG the runner-up in 
the 1,934 mile Mexican classic from 
Tuxtla on the Guatemalan border 
to Ciudad Juarez on the frontier of 
the U.S.A. 
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BOSCH 


ROBERT BOSCH GMBH STUTTGART- GERMANY 
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with NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT 


STOP WASTING MONEY ! 


FULL 10-YEAR GUARANTEE 
STOPS: V Cartridge Replacement VV Oil Loss 
V Additive Removal V Oil By-Pass 
for jet plane The sensational LIFETIME oil filter forces all your oil through a porous bronze 
use. filter element which never wears out. It filters out dirt particles as small as 
39-millionths of an inch as soon as your engine starts and allows no oil 
: _ loss or bypass regardless of engine temperature. It saves the quart of oil 
haan ee a = soaked up by ordinary filter elements and does not absorb valuable, pro- 
ventional filter to a perma-__tective oil additives. LIFETIME pays for itself over and over by saving oil, 
nent LIFETIME unit. Give engine repair, and ending the expense of stock filter element replacement. 
—_ tog Ce of carand Fits all cars and light trucks. To clean, just rinse bronze cartridge in $ 
lostpaid......... $6.95 gasoline. Complete filter assembly (give make and year of car)...... | 2.95 


“BRAKE-KOTE” Armor-Plates Linings . . . 
DOUBLES Brake Life! 


\/ Stops Overheating \/ Increases Lining Life \/ Stops Brake Squeaks 


BRAKE-KOTE is the sensational new silver, copper and lead brake conditioni compound. lg & super-durable 
coating provides a friction and temperature a “armor’’ that permanently impregnates the brake lining 
and drums. BRAKE-KOTE doubles the life of brake lining, reduces heating, prevents brake fade, and reduces 
dangerous brake failure—brakes that fail or pull unevenly endanger your life! 
BRAKE-KOTE pays for itself by doubling brake life—by minimizing brake maintenance expense . . . and by givi 
you smoother, safer braking. Do It Yourself—just pull the brake drums and “‘paint’’ the linings with self- 
hardening BRAKE-KOTE. Users claim one treatment lasts up to 30,000 miles of average driving. $ 4 95 e 
postpa 


Complete Kit with applicator—Only 


ie SAVES YOUR MOTOR 


for full utilization of engine SPEED, POWER & MILEAGE 

potential. This amazing new product assures you smoother 

Atlas SS performance under fast acceleration, as it reduces VIBRA- 
VIN TION . . . DETONATION & SPARK-KNOCK in your motor. 

IT’S ALL A MATTER OF TIMING . . . the SOLE and ALL-IMPORTANT 
PURPOSE of this new Synchronizing Control Valve is to synchronize the distribu- 
tor plate (ignition) with the speed of your car .. . THUS ELIMINATING MOTOR 
DAMAGING ENGINE KNOCK! The critical period during which the RED DEVIL 


RED DEVIL is easily in- works is the 10 seconds during rapid acceleration between the retard and full 
stalled in a few minutes in advance of the distributor plate. 

the connecting line between 

the distributor and car- YOU'LL KNOW IMMEDIATELY, THE FIRST MILE YOU DRIVE WITH THE RED DEVIL, 
buretor. —_ Ping or your whether or not it has ELIMINATED or materially REDUCED PING IN YOUR CAR. 
, sacar .98 You feel and hear the difference. And under our unconditional money back 
Postpaid, 


guarantee you are the sole judge as to whether the results have sufficient value 


Harmful “ping” RED DEVIL even to you to warrant the small $2.98 cost of the unit! 


| explosion. gressive combustion. 
Sk idma 
V Controls Skidding V Saves Tires H t 1 
V Stabilizes Car V Reduces Vibration % 
HOW THE SKIDMASTER WORKS 
Most fatal accidents occur due to avoidable skidding in bad weather! SKIDMASTER operates on the basic principle of physics— \GOUVTER AeTnaw 
Skidmaster prevents such skids automatically thru weight and force that every action is accompanied by an equal and oppo- 
control. drivers that KIDMASTER. site reaction. When a skid begins, the rear end of the car moves to the side. 
and oaaeee your tly inst blowouts. INSURE YOUR The SKIDMASTER tube moves with it, but because of inertia, the 43-lb. weight inside 
OWN LIFE TODAY with SKIDMASTER! Complete unit with all vat and stands still. This causes a counter-force which helps overcome the skidding momentum 
easy A» Be instructions. Postpaid, only $39 95 of the car. SKIDMASTER weighs 50 Ibs., is 38 inches long and is easily attached (out 
(Or send $10.00 deposit, balance C.O.D.)..0000 occ . of sight) to the rear frame member of your car or in trunk. 


World’s Largest Distributor 
of High-Performance Auto Parts 


: BIG 1953 CATALOG 
DEALERS ‘Hundreds of Speed, 


cost 22, Colifornic (4 Blocks East of Atlantic Blvd.) Phones 
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ADILLAC MOTOR CAR DIVISION 


ENT RAL Motor: 


ENGINEERING 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD 


By Walt Woron 


ADILLAC—CAR OF THE YEAR!” 

That’s what it says, and Motor 
TREND Research is ready to back up that 
statement—ready to back it up with facts 
and figures. For although many cars come 
close to the ’52 Cadillac, no other Ameri- 
can production stock car can lay claim to 
the honor of being the car of 1952. Why 
is Cadillac the car of 1952? Sure, it has 
style, prestige, and creates a pride of own- 
ership surpassed by only the princeliest 
of products, but this isn’t what we are 
talking about. We claim that Cadillac is 
the car of the year on the basis of per- 
formance. handling, safety, economy. How 
do we determine that? Draw up a chair 
and we'll go into a detailed explanation. 

First of all, most of the figures used in 
determining the 1952 Motor TREND En- 
gineering Achievement Award were gath- 
ered during the road tests of the 20 listed 
cars. These tests were conducted for pub- 
lication in Motor TreNp during 1952. 
Other figures were added later, but all of 
them, with the one exception of the 
evaluation on handling, are based on cold, 
hard, engineering test data. 

The staff of Motor Trenp Research 
does not claim to be engineers. Practical 
engineers, yes; theoretical, no. With criti- 
cal eyes, the guidance of our readers, the 
use of engineering instruments, and the 
help of engineering specialists, we are able 
to come up with figures in which we have 
the utmost confidence. With these figures 
in chart form, we are then able to give 
you an ov all rating of the 20 cars tested. 

We have used a system that places less 
emphasis on power to determine the 1952 
Award winner. The method used in 1951 
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for 
Outstanding technical 
achicvement 
Engine Performance 
Handling Qualities 
Safely Characteristics 
Operational Feonemy 


Here is a frank appraisal of 
why Cadillac gets the 1952 
Motor Trend Engineering 
Achievement Award. 

How does your car rate ? 


CADILLAC—CAR OF THE YEAR 


may have favored more powerful cars. 
This year’s method does not: In first place 
is a heavy car, in second a light car, third 
a medium car, fourth a light car, fifth a 
medium car. 

This year’s categories are four basic ones 
that go into a car’s engineering qualities: 
Performance, Handling, Safety, and Econ- 
omy and Maintenance. The first includes 
those factors that determine the overall 
efficiency of the engine, by itself, in rela- 
tion to the transmission, and in relation 
to the entire car. Handling includes road- 
ability: how the car reacts to movements 
of the steering wheel under many assorted 
conditions. Safety includes interior safety 
as well as brake efficiency. Economy and 
Maintenance are indicated by fuel con- 
sumption, cost of operation, and how 
much it costs to repair and maintain. 

Each of the main categories was as- 
signed a value of 25 per cent, with a pos- 
sible total of too. Since Performance has 
eight sub-items, Handling only one, Safety 
three, and,Economy and Maintenance four, 
factors were needed that would result in 
a total of only 25 per cent for each cate- 
gory. After all the figures were determined, 
the cars were given positions from first to 
twentieth in each column. Twenty points 


were given for first place, 19 for second, 
18 for third, etc. The total points each 
car received under all sub-items in each 
category were then added. A theoretical 
total of 160 points was therefore possible 
for a car that placed first in each of the 
eight columns under performance. To re- 
duce this to 25 per cent (the total value 
assigned to each category) the conversion 
factor of .156, or *%460, was used. Each 
car’s total for the eight columns under 
performance was multiplied by this fig- 
ure. The same method, but with different 
reduction factors, was then used for each 
of the other categories (.417 for Safety, 
.312 for Economy and Maintenance; no 
factor was necessary for Handling, which 
has no sub-items). 


How Did Cadillac Rate? 


In automobiles, like anything else, a 
compromise is the rule, rather than the 
exception. It’s therefore not at all sur- 
prising that the Cadillac 62 won the 1952 
Motor TreNpD Engineering Achievement 
Award. Cadillac has built a better auto- 
mobile, on a comparative basis, than the 
19 other cars rated. It’s a compromise 
automobile, one that’s good in all factors. 
This enab'ed it to total enough points to 
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PERFORMANCE 
BUICK 
CADILLAC 
CHEVROLET 
CHRYSLER 
DESOTO 
FORD 
HENRY J 
HUDSON HORNET 
HUDSON WASP 
KAISER 
LINCOLN 
MERCURY 
NASH AMBASSADOR 
NASH RAMBLER 


OLDSMOBILE 
PACKARD 
PLYMOUTH 
PONTIAC 
STUDEBAKER 
WILLYS AERO 


4 


HANDLING 


ECONOMY— 
‘MAINTENANCE 


CADILLAC 
WILLYS 
OLDSMOBILE 
CHEVROLET 
PONTIAC 
LINCOLN 
DESOTO 
HUDSON HORNET 
MERCURY 
CHRYSLER 
STUDEBAKER 
HENRY J 

NASH AMBASSADOR 


PACKARD 
PLYMOUTH 
HUDSON WASP 
FORD 
KAISER 
BUICK 
NASH RAMBLER 


10 


outdistance any other car that was tested. 

In Performance, the Cadillac came in 
second because of its good acceleration, 
high top speed, low number of pounds car 
weight for each ft.-lb. of torque and high 
maximum bmep. These latter factors, plus 
the relative number of pounds each 
horsepower has to push, result in the ac- 
celeration qualities evident at low, medi- 
um, and high speeds. 

In Handling, the Cadillac 62 with power 
steering has been placed in a tie for third 
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20 30 40 50 


by the MT Research staff. The steering 
wheel is well-positioned, overall handling 
characteristics are good, the car sticks in 
corners, has little tendency to brezk loose, 
does not feel mushy, and maintains a 
steady course with little wind wander. 

In Safety, the Cadillac 62 had the least 
number of pounds loading on each square 
inch of brake lining (making it tops in 
this sub-item), and was sixth in the sub- 
item, interior safety. 

The Cadillac is fairly economical to 


60 


70 80 90 100 


run and has a high trade-in value (tie for 
third in cost per mile ), is efficient (fourth) 
in the strictly engineering analysis of fuel 
economy (ton mpg), and is the most eco- 
nomical in its price class when it comes 
to repairs, parts, and labor: 

So much for the winning car and how 
it won. A study of the chart will show 
why Cadillac wound up in each position 
as it did. Now, let’s take a closer look at 
the four main categories and the various 
sub-items under each of them. 
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PERFORMANCE DATA CHART 
PERFORMANCE Hand- SAFETY ECONOMY & MAINTENANCE 
Average Avera: 
; Accel- | Accel- | Average of Pounds | Lb.-Ft. | RHP mum (By Dis- | Sq. in. | Check | Con- | sump- Per and 
eration | eration | Top | BHPat; Per | of -| Per |. BMEP | Posi- | tance of in sump- Mile | Repair 
in in | Speed | Wheels} RHP | mum | Cu. In. | in PSI | tion) | in Feet | Brake |Percent| tion | in Ton Costs 
nds Torque Lining inMPG| MPG 
1 | Buick Roadmaster...| 20.2 | 15.9 | 100.1 | 50.0 | 53.2 | 16.2 | .265 | 131.8 | 11T | 1353” | 20.7 86 13.9 | 31.5 | 13.3 | 175.07] 1 
2 | Cadillac 62......... 18.4 | 10.9 | 109.6 | 52.6 | 45.1 | 14.0 | .302 | 146.6 | 37 | 1220” | 18.7 86 16.7 | 37.7 | 6.7 | 183.00] 2 
3 | Chevrolet-Standard..) 20.8 | 19.8 | 80.9 | 67.4 | 52.7 | 18.5 | .286 | 122.5 | 37 | 1213" | 206 | 43 19.1 | 31.1 5.3 | 98.65] 3 
4 | Chrysler Saratoga V-8} 19.5 | 11.3 | 106.0 } 54.0 | 44.4 | 13.9 | .204 | 142.0 | 1T | 1153] 21.5 | 100 15.0 | 32.5 | 11.9 | 192.77] 4 
5 | DeSoto V-8........] 20.4 | 13.8 | 98.1 | 55.0 | 46.5 | 16.3 | .317 | 136.5 | 11T | 125'2”| 20.3 | 100 17.3 | 35.° | 11.3 | 177.76] 5 
6| Ford V-8 .......... 21.4 | 22.0 | 86.7 | 58.2 | 55.1 | 18.0 | .268 | 123.5} 1IT | 940” | 20.4 72 17.0 | 30.0 7.0 | 139.71] 6 
7 | Henry J-Corsair G...} 20.8 | 19.5 | 83.9 | 63.1 | 50.0 | 18.9 | .313 | 124.6 | 197 | 1280”| 19.1 72 23.3 | 30.1 5.4 | 113.17| 7 
8 | Hudson Ho-net..... 20.2 | 13.9 | 99.2 } 50.7 | 53.9 | 15.4 | .238 | 125.8 | 37P | 1195” | 25.0 72 17.3 | 34.3 | 11.4 | 146.03| 8 
9 | Hudson Wasp....... 20.9 | 18.0 | 97.8 | 47.5 | 62.9 | 19.0 | .231 | 115.0 | 3T | 1306” | 23.9 72 18.9 | 36.0 | 10.5 | 146.03] 9 
10 | Kaiser............. 19.7 | 19.2 | 90.8 | 50.4 | 60.8 | 18.5 | .256 | 126.7 | IT | 1296” | 20.0 72 17.8 | 31.2 | 11.4 | 120.18] 10 
11°} Tdnetle..; 0... 003 21.6 | 13.1 | 98.3 4 50.2 | 48.7 | 16.3 | .299 | 134.9 | 2 132’7” | 23.5 72 17.4 | 40.4 | 14.9 | 250.79 | 11 
12 | Mercury... ....... 20.1 4 19.3 | 91.7 | 57.6 | 51.0 | 17.4 | .282 | 124.5 | 77 | 11987] 23.1 86 18.3 | 33.6 8.0 | 194.79 | 12 
13 | Nash Ambassador...| 20.6 | 15.2 | 95.2 | 50.0 | 62.8 | 17.1 | .238 | 131.4 | mT | 1210” | 22.1 86 | 22.2 | 41.8 | 11.9 | 146.21 | 13 
14 | Nash Rambler...... 22.5 | 19.6 | 81.3 | 51.2 | 63.0 | 19.2 | .243 | 120.6 | 19T | 116/10"| 27.6 | - 86 22.6 | 30.0 | 7.3 | 119.25] 14 
15 | Oldsmobile Super 88.| 19.0 | 12.2 | 104.3 | 60.0 | 42.7 | 14.5 | .316 | 140.5 | 77 | 12178” | 21.5 | 100 18.9 | 38.7 8.7 | 148.48 | 15. 
16 | Packard 300........ 20.7 | 15.9 | 96.3 | 57.3 | 50.9 | 16.2 | .263 | 124.5 | 9T | 1296” | 21.0 | 86 15.2 | 33.3 | 11.7 | 186.52 | 16 
17 | Plymouth.......... 22.9 | 22.8 | 85.6 | 61.9 | 55.8 | 19.1 | .275 | 121.2 | 11T | 1066” | 21.1 72 19.6 | 32.7 7.6 | 135.02 | 17 
18 | Pontiac 8.......... 21.4 | 13.9 | 92.9 | 57.2 | 54.2 | 16.7 | .261 | 127.5 | 9T | 11137 | 22.1 72 19.7 | 37.3 6.7 | 126.84 | 18 
19 | Stude. Comm. V-8.. | 20.5 | 13.7 | 87.6 | 74.1 | 37.0 | 17.3 | .382 | 127.5 | aT | 11374” | 20.1 72 16.2 | 26.7 | 8.4 | 143.13 | 19 
20 | Willy Aero. ....... 20.8 | 17.2 | 81.5 | 60.0 | 50.2 | 20.1 | .335 | 126.4] 1 11310] 20.4 | 100 | 21.5 | 29.2 7.5 | 121.56 | 20 
Performance minus losses through the transmission, Road Horsepower per Cubic Inch is a 


The first column under Performance is 
Average Acceleration over %4-mile in sec- 
onds of elapsed time. This indicates the 
effectiveness of the power/weight ratio, 
which provides the car with the pickup 
required for traffic driving. If the car is 
too heavy, or if it is underpowered, it will 
naturally have slow acceleration. MT Re- 
search tries all possible combinations of 
shifting before finally recording the figures, 
sO we are certain to wind up with the best 
obtainable times (for the particular car 
and test conditions). 

Average High Speed Acceleration is the 
average of acceleration from 10-60 and 
30-60 mph. These tests are conducted by 
cruising at the indicated low speeds, then 
stomping the throttle (letting the car 
down-shift if that is the operation of the 
transmission) and accelerating until the 
upper speed is reached. Acceleration at 
these speeds is important when you have 
to slow down behind another car on a 
grade, then wish to pass and need the 
added push. 

Average Top Speed speaks for itself. 
The figures (derived from two-way runs, 
two each in opposite directions) give an 
indication of possible cruising speeds. 

Per Cent of Brake Horsepower delivered 
to the rear wheels is the ratio of bhp ad- 
vertised (by the manufacturer) to road 
hp (the latter determined with a Clayton 
chassis dynamometer). Road hp is the bhp 
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driveshaft, rear axle, and rear wheels. A 
percentage of 50-60 is about average; 
some cars may be on the low side if ad- 
vertised bhp is higher than actual bhp. 

Pounds per Road Horsepower is an- 
other factor in the performance of the 
vehicle, and not the engine. The engine 
will deliver a certain bhp at each rpm, 
finally tapering off after it reaches maxi- 
mum bhp. Required road hp for the 
vehicle to maintain level road speed is 
somewhere below these values. Where the 
two curves cross on a graph is the theo- 
retical top speed. The difference between 
the two factors at any given speed is 
available for a change of speed, dependent 
on the weight of the car and the torque. 
This, then, explains the reason for the 
next column, 

Pounds per lb.-ft. of Maximum Torque. 
While high torque (for which we depend 
on the manufacturer’s figure) is a highly 
desired engine characteristic, we tie it in 
with performance potential by equalizing 
it with the weight of the car. One car 
may have considerably more torque than 
another, but the ratio of torque to the 
weight it has to push may be higher, 
resulting in less available acceleration. 
Torque is also important because although 
two cars may have the same maximum 
bhp, one may have more torque through- 
out the entire rpm range, which will be 
reflected in more available acceleration. 


rating that involves engineering “finesse” 
in the development of power rather than 
brute strength through size. Since we 
measure power at the rear wheels, this 
figure also includes the mechanical effi- 
ciency of the drive train. 

Maximum Bmep (brake mean effective 
pressure) is another way of expressing 
engine torque per cubic inch at the maxi- 
mum torque speed range. This figure, 
along with maximum brake horsepower 
per cubic inch, is a comparative measure 
of how efficiently an engine develops 
power per unit of displacement over a 
fairly wide operating speed. 

Top car in the Performance category is 
the Oldsmobile Super 88, equipped with 
the Super (dual-range) Hydra-Matic 
transmission. Its overall engine efficiency 
(top maximum bmep, high torque per Ib., 
high road hp per cu. in.), its engine- 
to-rear axle and engine-to-car relationship 
(tie for fifth in per cent of brake hp de- 
livered to rear wheels, third in pounds 
per road hp), results in outstanding ac- 
celeration and top speed. 


Handling 


Handling is one category that is based 
on selective personal opinion; however, it 
is a consensus of the MT Research staff, 
all members of which drive all the cars, us- 
ing unbiased judgement in looking at han- 

(Continued on page forty) 
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To the grind of Le Mans and the 
mountains of the Mille Miglia, the 
Carrera Panamericana adds some 
sizeable problems of its own. Come 


to Mexico with MT’s Technical Staff 


and you'll see why... 


“THEY 


By Bob Hoeppner 
Photos by Eric Rickman 


Note: Readers will recall our brief report 
on the third Carrera Panamericana in the 
January issue of Motor Trenpo. This 
month we present a more detailed inquiry 
into what happened in the race, and why. 
Tabular data on the winners is on page 38. 


HE MEXICAN PEOPLE and the of- 
ficials of the Asociacion Nacional Au- 
tomovilistica (Mexico’s AAA) can truly 
be proud of their fantastic Mexican Road 


John Fitch in the hard-luck Mercedes road- 
ster. After disqualification the car came 
to life, beat all comers on the last lap 


Finish at Oaxaca, two Lincolns leading. 
That’s a Ferrari back there in the dust 


Twenty 


AUTOMOY 


Race. In just three years, it has become 
the world’s outstanding road contest. And 
this year it is to gain additional status, for 
the Federation Internationale de |’ Auto- 
mobile has named it the deciding race for 
the 1953 international road racing cham- 
pionship. 

Five courses will determine that title. 
The others are Italy’s Mille Miglia, 
France’s 24-hour Le Mans race, Germany’s 
Nurburgring and England’s Tourist Tro- 
phy. Though this is quite an honor for so 
new an event on the international sports 
calendar, it is a simple fact that this race 
has no equal in all the world. Its astonish- 
ing extremes of altitude (sea level to 
10,483 feet), weather, and road conditions 
extend men and their machines to the ut- 


STEVE WILDER 
Piero Taruffi, noted Italian driver, won 


Puebla-Mexico City leg, only one not led 
by a Lincoln or Chrysler in stock class 


Not ordinarily thought of as motor-mind- 
ed, Mexicans lined every start and finish 


Chuck Stevenson and Clay Smith, in the Lincoln that was even- 
tually first stock car, cross the line after the toughest leg 


COME 


most—and eliminate them if it is inhu- 
manly possible. 

The Carrera Panamericana is often com- 
pared to Le Mans, the world’s best-known 
endurance race. But as the laps wore on, 
I heard “They don’t come any tougher 
than this!” in several languages, and not 
only from drivers, but. from pit crews too. 
Le Mans is a terrific grind, but there each 
car has its own large, well-appointed pit, 
and never more than six miles away. 
Every driver knows the course intimately 
before starting the race. He knows just 
where each curve is and how fast he can 
take it. And his pit crew can relax and 
watch the race when they are not work- 
ing on the car. 

It is true that actual running times of 


their ’53 Lincoln. Bob won fourth stock 
car spot, took Mexico City-to-Leon lap 


STEVE WILDER 
These fans were in their places before 


midnight, when road was closed to traffic 
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the two courses are much the same, but 
there the similarity ends. For the driver in 
the Panamerican, every mile is a new chal- 
lenge. How fast can I go around this 
curve and still stay right side up? What is 
that in the middle of the road? A cow, a 
dog, a flock of birds that can’t fly out of 
the way in time? (The windshield of 
Karl Kling’s winning Mercedes, broken by 
a buzzard on the first day, soon reap- 
peared with the “bird bars” he had used 
after an encounter with another fowl at 
the Mille Miglia.) 

The heat, the wind, the landscape roar- 
ing past, all add up to a tension that no 
single night’s sleep can dispel. The pit 
crews have an especially tough time of it. 
At first, they would pick up shop after 


Metal shroud kept heat of exhaust mani- 
fold from brake master cylinder on factory 
Lincolns; take-of from air duct cooled it 


One Chrysler used new snap ring, with 
vents to improve air flow around brakes 
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It’s all over, and Stevenson and Smith step out to tell how 
they led all other stock cars to victory at the Texas border 


ANY TOUGHER!” 


servicing the cars, drive all night to the 
end of the next leg and then catch a few 
hours’ sleep before going to work on the 
cars again. But by the third day, many 
of them had to get a good night’s rest 
and follow up after the cars had gone. 

In an effort to satisfy the majority of 
road racing enthusiasts, ANA officials in 
1952 provided two classes for the first 
time. 


The Sports Cars 
This category was wide open. Anything 
with two seats and a complete electrical 
system could compete, the only restriction 
being that the car must finish the race 
with its original engine. Even supercharg- 
ers were allowed, which helped Humberto 
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Clay Smith, Lincoln master mechanic, in- 
spects Cop-Sil-Loy treated brakes of John- 
ny Mantz’s car after trial run at Tuxtla 


Ferrari team came expecting tire trouble. 
This collection is for first day’s run 


Karl Kling and co-pilot Hans Klenk (smiling), who carried the 
Mercedes star to No. 1 spot, and a record, at 102.5 mph average 


Maglioli’s Lancia Aurelia V-6 across the 
finish line in fourth place despite a dis- 
placement smaller than any other car in 
the first 24 places. The only other Lancia 
to finish, a ’51 unblown Aurelia, placed 
28th (ninth among the sports cars). 
The minute 2.3-liter Gordinis, which had 
promised a three-way sports car contest 
(with Mercedes and Ferrari), had bad 
luck. Though one dropped out after 25 
miles of the first lap, Jean Behra drove 
the other to win the first lap at an aver- 
age of 87.72 mph, beating Giovanni Brac- 
co’s Ferrari by 5.77 minutes and Karl 
Kling’s Mercedes by eight minutes. Un- 
fortunately, an accident on the second day 
put Behra out of the running. Gordini may 
change 1953 race plans of many makers. 


Owen Gray rolled his ’53 Chrysler between 
Oaxaca and Puebla on second day, rocked 
it back up to complete race in 17th spot 


Abrasive road of first lap was only 329 
miles long, but too much for these tires 
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Roberto Belmar and Angel Acar display their catch. Buzzards 
were among the first day’s unconventional but serious dangers 


Great expectations for the 4.1-liter 
Ferrari “Mexico” models failed to ma- 
terialize, despite their light weight and 
thoughtfully cooled tires and brakes. Brac- 
co’s car, which led the ultimate winner in 
the first lap and dropped out in the sev- 
enth leg, was not one of the specials. In 
fact, the only one to finish was Luigi 
Chinetti’s, in third place. 

Persistent hard luck dogged John Fitch, 
who drove the Mercedes roadster. Much 
more than his share of tire trouble, plus 
front and rear suspension problems that 
made the car virtually uncontrollable at 
anything like speed. gave him a continual 
handicap; yet his lap times kept him 
within striking d'stance of the leaders. 
Though he was disqualified when he re- 
turned to the starting line at Parral 
and received unauthorized assistance, 
officials allowed him to run the last lap. 
There, from Chihuahua to Ciudad Juarez, 
his time was o.11 second better than 
Kling’s, who won the lap and the race. 

Why did the Mercedes factory-spon- 
sored team win first and second? The 
answer is in the traditionally methodical 
Teutonic approach. Well aware of the 
“Mexico” Ferraris’ superiority on paper 
(4.1-liter, 230 hp engines and five-speed 
gear boxes vs. 3-liter, 175 hp and four 
speeds on the Mercedes), the German 
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team were off on their first trial run to 
Tuxtla Gutierrez as early as October 25. 

Drawing on the experience of Karl 
Kling and Hans Klenk in the Mille Miglia 
(where Klenk had noted each lap’s char- 
acteristics in a notebook and called in- 
structions to Kling via a megaphone) the 
Mercedes team’s co-pilots busily jotted 
down notes on the course. During pre- 
race practice the Mercedes team rolled 
up 6820 miles in the 300SL roadster. 

Giovanni Bracco, who flew over from 
Europe with the Mercedes team, used a 
different system of “notes” to refresh his 
memory. His weird painted symbols, on 
rocks, curbs, and even streets, confused 
many another contestant. 

Sports car times dropped below 1951 
on every lap. Kling established a record 
of 135.45 mph for the last lap, and his 
overall average was 102.527 mph. 


What Is a Stock Car? 


It was the officials’ hope to forestall a 
repetition of the 1951 race, when the Fer- 
raris hopelessly outclassed the modified 
production cars, but it is doubtful whether 
they expected the results: though sports 
cars took the first six places, the first 17 
stock cars were next in line. 

The 1952 stock class was intended for 
standard, family-type cars, with minor 


Top, Acar’s DeSoto. Winning Mercedes also hit buzzard, cutting 
co-pilot Hans Klenk. Next day car went on with bird protectors 


modifications to protect the driver and co- 
pilot. These included changes in suspen- 
sion, shock absorbers, brakes, wheels, and 
tires, and the addition of safety belts and 
rollbars. Marshall Teague used an interest- 
ing variation in his Hudson: he strapped 
the doors to their posts, thus keeping them 
shut and preserving the structure of the 
car itself in case of turning turtle. 

Standard suspension systems were gen- 
erally inadequate and too soft to cope 
with the rough roads, mountain curves, 
and high speeds. Most drivers used larger 
setups or installed dual shock absorbers to 
tie down the standard suspensions. Stand- 
ard shocks were removed on the winning 
Lincolns and Air Lifts substituted. Also, 
dual Houdaille shocks were used on a 
special bracket above the upper A-frame. 
Other cars generally confined their changes 
to large dual shocks. 

The Lincoln team, along with four other 
drivers, arrived with ’53s, slightly ahead 
of announcement date. With 205 adver- 
tised hp, a jump of 45 over the ’52 model 
and an edge of 15 over Cadillac (closest 
U.S. competitor ) something of a good show- 
ing was assured. They also came equipped 
with a huge supply of tires; it was well 
that they did, for the top three Lincolns 
used 100 among them. Wear rate depend- 
ed largely on driving technique, the hard 
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Gordini’s intake is just a balance tube 
from three dual throat Weber carburetors 


Mercedes, seasoned on rugged European 
courses, here required exhaust, tire vents 


Ray Crawford’s car gets a new front end 
ifter blowing tire, landing on a boulder 
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Heavy nylon web belts are to keep doors shut if car rolls over 


Jean Behra’s tiny Gordini dropped out on 
second day after startling lead in first lap 


After trial runs, Gordini crew cut holes 
so rear tires would clear body over bumps 


Karl Kling gives the Mercedes a rear tire 
air scoop that it never needed till Mexico 


Unsung heroes of any race, the pit crews 
balanced wheels, tuned engines by night 


Winning Lincolns used dual Houdaille 
shocks on bracket over upper A-frame 


Clay Smith joins Walt Faulkner, driver of 
third Lincoln, in a little pre-race tuning 


Shoulder straps and seat belts were virtually a standard item 
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Variations on a theme, or three Mexican entrants in the unlimited class. Top, custom 
body with aircraft canopy from a basic trainer, on a Ford chassis. Left, homemade man- 
ifold and headers on a ’47 Cadillac engine. Right, Lincoln-Zephyr body on Ford chassis 


Lincolns mounted heater fans in trunks, blew cool air through flexible ducts (shown be- 
hind shock absorber) to holes in brake backing plates. Lincoln brakes -held up well 


Ferrari “Mexico” used vane (down center of “1” on car) to interrupt air stream, sent it 
into slit behind “3”. Air cooled the tires and brakes, escaped through slit under light 
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driving necessary to maintain speed in 
turns and curves requiring a correspond. 
ing delay to change tires oftener. Average 
life was one day’s run, and some drivers 
changed tires as often as six times a day, 

Most cars used the new racing tires that 
some had in 1951. Though wear rates were 
about the same, stiffer carcass construc- 
tion gave more lateral control, and cooler 
running qualities eliminated considerable 
tread throwing. 

Taking advantage of allowed brake mod- 
ifications paid off for the Lincolns: they T 
had reserve brakes at all times, though 
many other cars finished each day with 
absolutely no brakes. Changes on the Lin- 
colns included air scoops (the rear brakes 
had blowers, adapted from the ventilating 
system and mounted in the trunk). Also 
to dissipate heat, brake linings and drums 
were coated with Cop-Sil-Loy, the copper- 
lead alloy tested in Motor Trenp for 
December, 1952. 

Since Lincoln and Hudson market op- 
tional “heavy duty” or “export” kits, 
these makes were allowed to use some T 
equipment that you won’t find on your 
car as delivered by Joe Doakes’ Lincoln- 
Mercury, Inc. The four Lincolns that XK 
placed first, second, third, and fourth 


among the stock cars, for example, had at 
special (Ford truck) camshafts and solid oo 
valve lifters to replace the hydraulic lifters ere 


that are standard but that tend to hold 
valves open at high speed. In addition, had 
the three leading Lincolns—those driven | "* 


by the factory team—used gaskets that pout 
improved volumetric efficiency by letting | 77°3 
only a fraction of the engine heat reach fen 
the carburetor, and they had matched ae 
manifolds and ports. However, they did omg 
not use the dual exhausts which the fac- | 8 « 
tory has promised as optional speed equip- to | 
ment but did not have ready for the race. _ 

The fourth Lincoln, in which Bob Korf’s | “it 
total elapsed time was less than five min- big 
utes greater than the third place car’s and to N 
less than 10 minutes longer than the win- poree 
ner’s, did not use the special gaskets or os 
the matched manifolds and ports. What’s ~~ 
more, Korf’s co-pilot fell out the door in — 


a freak accident the first day (he was not Tl 
seriously injured, and Korf placed third 
that day) and on the third day his gas 
line broke. 

With the exception of the seven new 
Lincolns, the only ’53 models in the race 
were Chryslers. They came in sixth, ninthj 
and 17th among the stock cars, but a Sa 
Chrysler (Reg McFee’s) was fifth. ae. 

Perhaps the greatest single advantag@ 
available to the Lincoln drivers was they 
very high rear axle ratio, which is op 
tional factory equipment. This paid off 
especially on the long straights of thé 
last three days. 

The Lincoln team, only factory-spon™ 
sored group to drive American cars, ine 
cluded Chuck Stevenson, Johnny Mantz. 
and Walt Faulkner, who won the stock 

(Continued on page thirty-eight ) 
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MIDWINTER 
RACE AT 
TORREY PINES 


By Jack Campbell 
Photos by Campbell, D’Olivo 


HE JAGS HAD a field day at the De- 

cember 14th meeting on the famous 
Torrey Pines course near San Diego, Calif. 
First man home was Phil Hill, driving an 
XK-120C. Next in line, making it sort of 
a family affair, was Phil’s brother-in- 
law, Don Parkinson, in his special-bodied 
XK-120. Third was Sterling Edwards in 
another 120C. Hill grabbed the lead at the 
start and when the checkered flag fell he 
had lapped all cars up to third place. He 
toured the 104 miles in 1 hr. 36 min. 
22.33 sec. 

In Saturday’s practice, Chuck Man- 
ning, who has long been the hero of the 
backyard bomb contingent, blew up his 
big Merc engine. He had resigned himself 
to being a spectator when he was ap- 
proached by Mickey Morrow, on hand 
with a ’32 Ford roadster with an equally 
big Merc in it. Morrow offered the engine 
to Manning, and together they made the 
switch. Chuck was maintaining a good sec- 
ond place when a bent shifting fork put 
him out of action. At the Victory dinner 
Morrow was awarded the Sportsmanship 
Award. 

This race was a hard one on equipment, 
with many usually dependable cars falling 


race 
ninthy 
a 


ntage 
s th 


Ops 


Making its debut on the road course, this 
Glasspar-bodied car performed well, won 
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Complacent spectators sit in a potential danger spot just beyond turn at Torrey Pines 


by the wayside. The Cannon Sportscar, 
which almost always is still going at the 
end of things, missed it this time by way 
of losing a wheel. John Von Neumann 
was put out of contention when he tangled 
with an Allard—the Allard’s knock-off 
hubs made like a can opener down the side 
of John’s Porsche. taking some important 
parts with them. 


Novice Race Proves a Thriller 


The nature of this course allows for 
pretty high speeds along the main straight, 
and requires severe braking and shifting 
down for the first turn which is one of 
decreasing radius and reverse camber. It 
was on this turn that the novices had the 
most trouble. During the first few laps of 
this race, which was eventually won by 
Don Perry in an XK-120, this turn looked 
like a bone yard for old sports cars. There 
were cars everywhere but on the course. 
The reverse camber got Eugene Roche of 
San Francisco in an Austin Ago—he all 
but turned over, the car stopping on its 
side. Gene gently removed himself from 
the car, lest it go the rest of the way. 
Without aid he was able to get all four 

(Continued on page forty-two) 


Phil Hill, winner of main event, goes over 
race details with his ofttime rival, Pollack 


A novel engine installation is this Nardi- The austere cockpit of Karl Brocken’s 
Danese formula 3 car; it didn’t finish race Porsche Special. It sports no gimcracks 
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‘How one of Detroit’s few 
modern customs stacks up 
against home-built cars 


By Pete Molson 


HEN BUICK turns out an XP-300 
or Lincoln a 1g95X, no holds are 
barred and the finished job may have a 
heavy dose of fantasy in its makeup. The 
practical side of such conjecture in metal, 
however, is often evident in Detroit’s next 
year’s crop. A taillight here, a suggestion 
of a fin there, and it becomes clear that 
the boys from Michigan have had their 
ears open for sounds of approval wherever 
their experimental cars have appeared. 
But when it’s a matter of a car for a 
customer, like the Chrysler phaeton on 
this page (built for the 1953 Tourna- 
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Mammoth, broad-beamed Chrysler Imperial, built in company’s 
own Detroit shops, exudes luxury, gets character from frameless 


ment of Roses in Pasadena, Calif.) Detroit 
is a wary player. The car is enormous 
(147'%4-inch wheelbase, 5800 pounds), 
handsome in an overpowering kind of way, 
and has no features that anyone could 
seriously object to. Even the big Chrysler 
V has gone from the hood. To be sure, 
the top covers only the rear compartment, 
but the car is not intended for doing the 
marketing or running in the Mexican Road 
Race. In fact, it looks exactly like what 
it is: a car to impress the people watching 
a parade. 

The dash of this car recalls the classic 
Lincolns; the pleated leather trim, the 
open LeBaron Chryslers. The rear “cock- 
pit” contains traditional folding seats for 
the extra passengers, a clock, plenty of 
ashtrays and lighters. 

The Chrysler Windsor photos give us a 
good opportunity to compare Detroit’s 
stock product with a conservative revamp- 
ing job. Changes to the front of the car 
are minor. The hood was shaved, fender 


windshields, discreet absence of chrome amidships. Wire wheels 
and leather padding recall slim LeBaron models of early Thirties 


seams filled, the grille simplified, name 
plates and ornaments removed. Dummy 
stretch hinges and leather covering dis- 
tinguish the top. The rear shows consider- 
able ingenuity. An open luggage carrier 
atop the trunk lid, the owner’s idea, 
should make long trips a pleasure. And 
after a long period of hiding bent, bat- 
tered, and rusted exhaust pipes, we must 
give Mr. Jancourt credit (with Tucker) 
for a straightforward solution of the prob- 
lem. The Chrysler’s tailpipes are not dis- 
guised as lights, nor do they modestly 
peep from the bumper. In chrome, yet not 
garish, they are there for all to see. And 
unless we miss our guess, they'll prevent 
stains and rust. 

Now take a look at the revamped Lin- 
coln Continental on the opposite page. Its 
owner-builder, H. E. Helser, used convert- 
ed new parts from Lincoln, Cadillac, Ford, 
Chevrolet, Plymouth, and Buick. The 220 
horsepower Cadillac engine has dual ex- 
hausts and periscope stacks. 
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But in the small photos of the car is 
the feature that we’ll bet Detroit is going 
to discover in a year or so. To quote Mr. 
Helser: “This is a one-seated car, but with 
a push of a button on the dash, a portion 
of the turtledeck drops down and disap- 
pears under the trunk lid at the same 
time raising another seat to make a full 
size five-passenger coupe.” Score for 
the individual builder. The Lincoln nose 
has grown, and the tail has retained only 
part of its long-limbed look: the ubiqui- 
tous Cadillac fins have taken over. 

What do you think? It’s our feeling that 
two individual builders have shown as 
much character as Detroit in pointing the 
way. 


M. A. Jancourt’s ’50 Chrysler Newport 
sports leather top, twin exhausts below 
back-up lights. Landau arms, windwings 
and drum tire cover suggest earlier era. 
Jancourt lived 34 years in Europe, wanted 
a Chrysler with “that continental look” 
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Ohio “Helser Special,” though containing parts from five other 
makes, preserves enviably clean look of its obvious Lincoln 


Continental origin. Car is refrigerator white; seats, including 
vanishing rear one (see above, right), are black and white leather 
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Testers, following factory instruction books, resisted sternly all impulses to tune the Oldsmobile to personal tastes 


Exhaust Headers Only Gag? 


The battle of the exhaust headers comes to a head. Which side are you 
on? No matter, you'll find interesting facts here on the behavior of 
an Oldsmobile, before and after adding a special system 


MONG AFICIONADOS, controversy 
about the merits of exhaust headers 
has continued for years. Their adherents 
_ Claim startling improvements in speed and 
gas mileage; other drivers are decidedly 
lukewarm about the whole proposition, at 
least for ordinary driving. In an attempt 
to settle the matter, the Southern Cali- 
fornia Muffler Company, makers of Belond 
Equa-Flow exhaust systems for many 
V-8 engines, asked me to make an im- 
partial test of their product. 

The company supplied a 1952 Oldsmo- 
bile 98 Holiday Coupe, with a registered 
mileage of 3000 miles. We inspected it 
completely and tuned it according to stock 
specifications. Though we were tempted 
to make minor changes in the distributor, 
plugs, and carburetor adjustment, the test 
was to be for comparison only, and no 
improvements were made; we followed 
the book to the nth degree. 

Briefly, we adjusted the Hydra-Matic 
bands and linkage; inspected the complete 
primary and secondary ignition system 
(checking and adjusting point dwell and 
checking point resistance, and removing, 
cleaning, and regapping the plugs); and 
inspected the new-type, four-throat car- 
buretor, adjusting it to factory recom- 
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By Ray Brown 


mendations. Compression was 152 pounds 
per square inch; a vacuum gauge indi- 
cated 19 inches of mercury. 

We found that the car, as delivered to 
us, was stock in all respects except that it 
had a cut-out plug in front of the muf- 
fler for obtaining both back-pressure read- 
ings and accurate fuel-air ratios. The plug 
was capped at all times except once during 
the dynamometer tests. 

We drained the tank and refilled it with 
the necessary special fuel, which was used 
exclusively. For three weeks, we then sub- 
jected the automobile to extreme tests 
and severe use over a healthy thousand 
miles which it will never forget. Low and 
SUPER range of the Hydra-Matic were 
used only when necessary in traffic, or for 
the purposes of a specific test. Drive 
range was used almost entirely; however, 
at no time did we drive the car with fuel 
economy in mind. In general. it was driven 
much harder than average and was sub- 
jected to somewhat abnormal loads 
throughout the entire range. 


Back-Pressure 


Back-pressure, which is present in any 
exhaust system, is caused by pipe or tub- 
ing of inadequate diameter, or by exces- 


sive turns or bends that restrict the ex- 
haust gases in the manifold, head pipes, 
muffler, or tail pipe. Excessive back-pres- 
sure resists the exhaust stroke of each 
cylinder, requiring extra horsepower to 
complete the cycle. 

In the tests, a o-10 pound pressure 
gauge was connected to the exhaust sys- 
tem extension directly in front of the 
mulfiler. The fittings were positioned direct- 
ly into the flow of the exhaust gas, and 
no venturi action or effect was obtained. 
The stock exhaust system showed a maxi- 
mum back-pressure of 5.75 ‘psi at full 
throttle; 5 to 5.5 pounds pressure could 
be obtained by applying throttle in either 
LOW Or SUPER range at any _ speed. 
Throughout the normal cruising range, 
the reading was 1 to 1.25 psi. 

We then tested the back-pressure with 
the Equa-Flow system, with which two 
stock Olds mufflers were used throughout 
the tests. By contrast, the special system 
showed a maximum of 2.5 psi at full 
throttle. Applying throttle in Low or sv- 
PER range gave a reading of 0.5 to 1.0 
psi, and zero pressure was _ recorded 
throughout the cruising range. 

The Oldsmobile was driven a total of 
1000 miles so that accurate fuel consump- 
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tidn Sgures could be tabulated. The same 
geogtgphical areas and general traffic con- 
ditiogf§’ were encountered with both the 
:tockagind the special exhaust systems. Un- 
der gfe unusual loads of our tests, the 
car averaged 11.2 mpg with the stock sys- 
vem and 14.2 with the Belond. I believe 
that more normal driving conditions would 
show the Belond system retaining a con- 
siderable lead over the stock exhaust. 


Speed Runs 


Instead of using the customary fifth 
wheel and electric speedometer to record 


* top speed, we connected a highly sensi- 


tive electric tachometer directly to the dis- 
tributor primary system. With a flying 
start, the top speed recorded on the 1% 
mile course was 3700 rpm with the stock 
exhaust and 4050 with the Equa-Flow 
system. Car speed was 97 mph with the 
standard system and 106 mph with the 
Equa-Flow. Car speed may be calculated 
by the formula 


rpm X diameter of rear wheel X 0.002975 
ring and pinion ratio 


At Frank McGurk Engineering, in Ingle- 
wood, Calif., exhaustive dynamometer 
tests were conducted with a new 300 hp 
Clayton chassis dyno. The results appear 
in the table. The maximum of 93 hp at 
the rear wheels with stock equipment was 
considered average for automobiles of the 
same model and condition. With the Be- 
lond system. the dynamometer registered 
an eye-opening 122 hp. 

In all speed runs, the hood was raised 
between the stock and the Equa-Flow 
tests only to install the special exhaust 
system. No engine tuning was attempted 
between the tests of the two systems, and 
the runs were made with complete equip- 
ment, including air cleaner, fan belt, and 
generator. Nevertheless, upon completion 
of the tests, Frank McGurk inspected the 


Photos by Eric Rickman 


Engine compartment of stock Oldsmobile 
has old-style twisting manifold in place 


Underside of car shows stock exhaust 
crossing over in front of crankcase 
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After header installation, compartment 
takes on cleaner, less cluttered look 


Equa-Flow installation, though requiring 
cuts in frame cross-member, looks neater 


New system (left) gives more “elbow 
room” for exhaust gases, does away with 
cramped crossover pipe beneath engine 


dynamometer and then ran the tests 
again, duplicating the results. His aston- 
ishment at the increased horsepower was 
as evident as Sandy Belond’s smug satis- 
faction. 

The cut-out plug was removed once 
during the dynamometer tests on the stock 
system. Elimination of the muffler and - 
tail pipe from the system in this manner 
gave a maximum horsepower of 103 at 
3600 rpm. In other words, even with the 
cut-out, the standard exhaust manifolds 
and crossover pipe still suppressed about 
two-thirds of the available horsepower in- 
crease. 

A Los Angeles drag strip, equipped with 
an electric timer that automatically regis- 
ters the time in seconds between two 
points at the end of the strip, was the 
scene of tests for the standing quarter 
mile. In the first runs, the car was started 
in Low range and shifted manually to 
SUPER range. A few yards short of the 
timing lights, it shifted automatically to 
DRIVE range. With the standard exhaust 
system the car reached a top speed of 
69.51 mph, and the Equa-Flow raised 
this to 75.57. Other tests. made with the 
selector lever in DRIVE range throughout, 
resulted in top speeds of 64.72 mph with 
the stock exhaust and 69.26 after the 
Equa-Flow installation. 

Do you wonder what a setup like this 
would cost? The system described in this 
article costs $82.32 installed. In these 
tests, the Olds got an even three mpg bet- 
ter with exhaust headers. In 10,000 miles 
(an average year’s driving) that means it 
would use 188 less gallons of gasoline. At 
27 cents for premium fuel, you would 
save $50.76. In other words, it would 
cost $31.56 for the first 10,000 miles, or 
would pay for. itself in slightly over 16,000 
miles. 

I think the controversy may be drawing 
to a close. 
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CAR 


By Harry Cushing 


HE MOST SWEEPING changes in 

recent General Motors history are re- 
vealed this month as four lines are made 
public. Included in the attractive offerings 
are an entirely new V-8 engine, more ad- 
vanced styling, three souped-up power- 
plants, and a host of optional extra 
equipment to make driving easier. 

Most eagerly awaited of all the 1953 
GM cars is undoubtedly Buick, since it 
brings out an ohv V-8 engine said to be 
one of the most compact ever designed 
for an American production automobile. 
The body on these cars is basically un- 
changed from last year with the exception 
of trim and fenders. 

Buick’s new V-8 develops 188 bhp @ 
4000 rpm in the Roadmaster Series, and 
170 bhp in the Super. Bore and stroke is 
4 X 3.2 inches. Compression ratio is 8.5:1, 
highest in the auto industry. It displaces 
322 cubic inches. Torque on Dynaflow- 
equipped models is 300 Ibs.-ft. @ 2400 
rpm in the Roadmaster and 292 lbs.-ft. * 
@ 2200 rpm in the Super. 


BUICK 


This two-door Roadmaster Riveria boasts a 188-horsepower engine. The combustion 
chamber (right) is shaped like a shallow cone, provides 8.5 to 1 compression ratio 


CHEVROLET 


Chevrolet’s Bel Air four-door sedan has a new richness in both exterior and interior 
styling. Divided front seats (left) now fold more completely out of way for easy access 
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The new engine is more than one foot 
shorter and 180 pounds lighter than the 
old in-line eight. As a result the 1953 
cars have a five-inch shorter wheelbase. 

four-barrel carburetor is used in the 
Roadmaster Series and a two-barrel car- 
buretor in the Super. 

Among many important features in the 
new engine is an improved cone-shaped 
combustion chamber with the spark plug 
in the center at the top; vertical valve 
arrangement with both exhaust and in- 
take located on the same side; a triple 
oil gallery which meters oil to the hy- 
draulic valve lifters, five main bearings, 
connecting rods and camshaft bearings; 
cam-turned counter-weights on the crank- 
shaft; a 12-volt electrical system. 

Along with the new engine, Buick 
offers an improved twin-turbine dynaflow 
which is standard on the Roadmaster and 
optional on the Super and Special series. 
It is said to increase torque output 10 
per cent. This is accomplished by the 
addition of a secondary turbine and plane- 


OLDSMOBILE 


CADILLAC goes fo 210 horsepower 

BUICK has a new valve-in-head V-8 engine 

CHEVROLET improves its exterior and inferior 
OLDSMOBILE has power brakes, 12-v. system 


Braking effort is reduced with Oldsmobile’s new “pedal-ease” 


tary gear set which 
increases torque 
multiplication from 
2.25:1 to 2.45:1. In 
operation, the first 
turbine works during acceleration and the 
second takes over at cruising speed. 

The Buick Special series is powered 
by the “Fireball” in-line eight with bhp 
increased to 130 @ 3800 rpm, and com- 
pression upped to 7.6:1. Torque is 230 
Ibs.-ft. @ 2400 rpm. Engine displacement 
is 263 cubic inches. Dual carburetors 
are used. 

Power Steering is standard equipment 
for the Roadmaster series and optional 
on the other lines. Power brakes are 
offered as optional equipment on the 
Roadmaster only. Air-conditioning is 
optional on two-door and four-door sedans, 
in both the Roadmaster and Super series. 


Chevrolet Has Three Lines 
Along with major engine changes and 
new bodies, Chevrolet is introducing a 


new, higher-priced luxury series this year. 
Known as the “Bel Air,” it will have the 
same body as found in the other series, 
but will feature ultra interior trim and 
plenty of external bright work. The firm’s 
two additional lines will be known as the 
“Two-Ten” and “One-Fifty.” 

Two ohv engines will be offered, one 
will be for standard transmission and will 
develop 108 bhp @ 3600 rpm. The other 
is for cars equipped with automatic trans- 
missions and it develops 115 bhp @ 3600. 

The standard engine is actually last 
year’s Powerglide engine with compres- 
sion increased to 7.1:1, and minus hy- 
draulic valve lifters. It displaces 235 
cubic inches and has a bore and stroke of 
3%6 x 3'%4e inches. 

This year’s Powerglide engine is actu- 
ally a souped-up version of last year’s. 


Oldsmobile offers trim Deluxe 88 sedan with a new instrument 
panel that has a decorative circular recess on both sides 


power brakes (optional); car has 12-volt electrical system 5 SRS: 
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GM NEW CAR ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 


Compression is now 7.5:1, aluminum pis- 
tons are used, and the rear axle is 3.55:1. 

Powerglide transmission is also im- 
proved this year. It now features an auto- 
matic shift in the Drive Range for rapid 
acceleration. At speeds below 40 mph it 
will also downshift as needed. 

Chevrolet becomes the first so-called 
low-priced car to offer power steering as 
optional equipment. It is the GM device 
which requires three pounds pressure be- 
fore taking over. 


Oldsmobile ‘“Face-Lifted” 

With a car that has been a consistent 
performer in the post-war years, *Olds- 
mobile has chosen to stand on its merits. 
The 1953 version will present a new 
front-end appearance, and other interior 
and exterior refinements. Three lines will 
be offered: The “98” series, the “Super 
88,” and the DeLuxe 88.” 

Power plant for the 98 and Super 88 
is the reliable ohv V-8 which develops 
165 bhp @ 3600 rpm. This is a slight 


CADILLAC 


By redesigning the combustion chamber in Cadillac’s 1953 engine (right), more horsepower, higher compression ratio resulted ; 
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increase over last year. The standard 88 
is powered by a 150 bhp version. 

Both engines have 8.0:1 compression 
ratios and displace 303.73 cubic inches. 
Bore and stroke is 34 x 3%6 inches. The 
new 12-volt electrical systems are also 
announced. 

Among the extra equipment available for 
1953 Oldsmobiles are Hydra-Matic trans- 
mission, air-conditioning, power brakes, 
power steering and automatic headlight 
dimmers. 


Cadillae Increases Power 

Although bhp has been boosted to 
210 @ 4150 rpm for 1953, Cadillac is 
emphasizing that the increase is designed 
for economy and acceleration, not higher 
top speed. 

Much of the 20 horsepower jump is 
converted directly into improved gas 
mileage by use of a 3.07:1 rear axle vs. 
3.36:1 last year. In recent tests, Cadillac 
engineers found that the car goes 1% 
miles farther per gallon during normal 


city driving and 2% miles farther pem 
gallon on the open highway than the 
1952 car. 

Two changes contribute to the new 
rating. They are an 8.25:1 compression 
ratio, a new high lift camshaft and valve 
action. Combustion chambers have been 
redesigned to produce a shorter flame 
travel and create greater turbulence. 
Valve timing permits more fuel to enter 
and more exhaust to exit. 

Other important features include a 12- 
volt electrical system, larger, 12-inch, rear 
brakes, optional air-conditioning, optional Mi 
power steering, a choice of chrome wire ‘ 
wheels or chrome wire wheel discs, Dual- 
range Hydra-Matic transmission and op- 
tional headlight dimmer. 

Basically, Cadillac’s styling is 
changed, although it has numerous refine- 
ments, including a more massive front end, 
variations in exterior ornamentation, anda 
new rear bumper and rear-end appearance, 

For additional new car announcements, 
see “Spotlight on Detroit,” page ro. 


Comparison of 1952 valve lift system with 
1953 Cadillac’s high lift valve system 


Cadillac engineers claim even greater 
economy plus added acceleration for 1953 
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ARRIN OF PARIS. That was the 
sign on a new showroom right in the 
heart of Hollywood’s exotic Sunset Strip. 
Now Hollywood could never ignore a 
sign like that. Rumors whispered through 
the town by way of the usual well-oiled 
channels. It became known that he did 
not make dresses, he had never “‘coiffed”’ a 
hair-do, but that he had designed fabu- 
lously luxurious limousines for King Al- 
fonso of Spain and Leopold of Belgium. 
“The crowned heads of Europe!” the whis- 
pers said. 

Fascinating stories continued to drift 
through the studio lots. They told about 
the Paris auto show where Darrin was en- 
gaged as a design consultant by Minerva, 
Panhard, Daimler-Benz, Armstrong-Sidde- 
ley, Renault, Citroen: all the great auto 
manufacturers of the continent. After the 
show, at a dinner given for the most fa- 
mous designers of the day, Darrin was 
put on a throne and crowned King of the 
Coachbuilders—Roi des Carrossiers. 

The ever-cynical press agents were con- 
siderably shocked. and Hollywood became 
somewhat breathless when it was discov- 
ered that all these rumors were uncon- 
testably true. Marlene Dietrich and Norma 
Shearer already drove $24,000 Rolls- 
Royces that had been designed and con- 
structed by Darrin in Paris; and soon the 
“Parisien” designer’ was building special 
cars for Dick Powell. Clark Gable. Errol 
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“Dutch”? Darrin has carved for himself a remarkable 
career which, perhaps, has not yet reached its peak 


By Jim Earp 


Flynn, Donald Meek, and the Countess 
Dorothy Di Frasso. Darrin had definitely 
“arrived.” 

Hollywood could not resist the lure of 
a French designer; and somehow the ru- 
mor never did insist on the fact that the 
fabulous Howard A. Darrin of European 
renown is as American as Coney Island. 

Darrin chuckles as he remembers those 
days. “With a name like Darrin, and that 
sign ‘Darrin of Paris,’ everyone automat- 
ically assumed that I was French. In Hol- 
lywood that was worth more than all the 
work I had ever done. Of course I had 
been designing cars in Paris for 15 years, 
so why should IJ tell anyone that my an- 
cestors were American pioneers, or that a 
Darrin fought in the American revolu- 
tion? It would just have disappointed 
them. I don’t remember that I ever ac- 
tually told anyone that I was French, but 
then I never did discourage anyone who 
wanted to think so.” 

Darrin has a natural instinct for show- 
manship; he is a born promoter. And both 
his ideas on design and the cars he has 
constructed are as bold and original in 


their concept as are his schemes to attain 
financial backing. That is why he has 
reigned as king of the coachbuilders for 30 
years. 

Darrin the artist and Darrin the busi- 
ness man worked as a smooth team when 
he first started in Paris. He and Tom Hib- 
bard had gone to Paris in 1922 as repre- 
sentatives of the budding LeBaron Com- 
pany, but they soon realized that the 
French capital, loaded as it was with 
wealthy tourists from all over the world, 
represented a gold mine to enterprising 
coachbuilders. 

Then Darrin noticed that there was no 
agency in Paris for the Minerva, although 
the cars sold well in the United States 
for $13,000 to $15,000. Their well- 
scrubbed American faces shining with 
hope and promise, Messrs. Hibbard and 
Darrin scurried off to the Minerva factory 
in Antwerp, Belgium. 

They proposed simply that they be giv- 
en the Paris agency for the Minerva. When 
the Belgians pointed out that Minerva 

(Please turn page for photos; 
copy continued on page forty-six) 
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1 & 2. It is startling to real that 
classic Rolls-Royces were darin 
their day. Curved sides, rakis§ windshi 
and the “speed” back sportedfy car 
(top right) shocked conservafiyes of 
Orders of 50 each of these geng kt Hib 
and Darrin produce in quantit# for the 
time. General Motors paid fatfies for 
mission to use these “radical” lines. 

3 & 4. A Brevet d’inventionwa Dat 
reward for inventing the undg-owl s 
ing. Although the citation mejtios an 
crease in driving safety throgh impr 
visibility, Darrin was chiefly eerned 
improving appearance in modeljby lengt 
ing the hood. 


5 & 6. These two cars—one loging ma: 
and powerful, the other ap grace! 
feminine—were both constructe(m the s 
Packard chassis by Fernandezgnd Da 
Note that the Fernandez and Dfin mol 
follows a straight line around fe car. | 
bard and Darrin molding (phitos 1 & 
curves up the windshield post and cr 
the hood. Sloping tonneau wisdhields 
these moldings were Darrin: t&demarks 
years. 


7. The then Viscount Louis |Mountba 
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Louis Mountbatten 


insisted on specifying the teatures of this 
beautiful limousine and knew exactly where 
and how he wanted them placed. The only 
thing missing is a barbecue pit. In the jargon 
of the hucksters, “Has many extras.” 

8. To many minds the most beautiful car 
Darrin ever designed, this Rolls-Royce was 
constructed in Hollywood for the Countess 
Di Frasso. Note that the sleek, feline lines 
are unmarred by any gadgets. Many will 
recognize this beauty as the star of several 
Springs Mills advertising shots. 

9. This 1937 Ford four-seater is the first car 
Darrin designed upon his return to the United 
States. The motor was stock the last we 
heard, but what if a full house Merc, headers, 
a Barris paint job were . . .? Colonel Fogel 
of 8862 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles still owns 
the car. 

10. This is the famous Packard Darrin. The 
first was a “one off” model for Clark Gable. 
Gable was in a fever of anticipation while the 
car was being completed, but rumor has it 
that Gable returned the car in three months. 
At every stop light panting females clambered 
aboard by way of the low, cut-away doors. 
Needless to say, driving became something 
of a hazard. 


otogréphs from the collection of “Dutch” Darrin 


11. This car is chiefly interesting because 
the body is constructed of Fiberglas. De- 
signed and constructed in 1946, the car WAS 
too far ahead of its time. Darrin says’ 
production plans were shelved because @fj 
the inadequate Fiberglas available at that. 
time. 
12. This 1951 Cadillac boasts a sliding type 
drop-head. Entire hard top is demountable. 
Although the hood is electrically operated, 

it is seldom necessary to raise it. The three 
barely perceptible “Vs” along the hood are 

24 functional. One is a dummy. The other 
two lift so that water and oil can be checked 
and filled without raising the hood. 


13. This, the only Packard Clipper convert- 
ible made, was sold to Errol Flynn in 1941. 
Note the swept-back fenders and cut-away 
doors. Had Packard refrained from changing 
Darrin’s plans, all Clippers would have been 
graced by these features. 


14. The graceful fender line of this late 
model Kaiser was drawn into the plans in 
1946. The factory made such changes until 
1951. 

15. This controversial Fiberglas sports car 
looks even better in real life. Kaiser hopes 
to have them in production soon. We are all 
waiting. 
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PHOTOS BY RICKMAN. D'OLIVO 


Vignale Creates a Winner 


PPER left photo shows cameraman Jack Campbell busy at 
work getting just the right angle for our cover shot this 
month. As you can see, we usually work from a detailed layout 
sketch executed by our capable art director, Al Isaacs. Our 
model is Mrs. Dorothea Herrscher, who, incidentally, is also the 
owner of the trim $6000 Fiat. She brought the car, designed by 
the Italian auto stylist, Vignale, over from Italy. Not too long 
ago she entered the car in the Oakland Sports Car Show where 
it won first place in its class. Considerable interest in the car 
was evident at our own Motorama show. Interior workmanship 
in the car is exceptionally well done. 


The two-tone paint job, open-face rear wheels, clean sweep 
of the rear deck as well as the hood—all give the car grace 
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Honest Charley 
DEGREE WHEEL 


This wheel is so designed that any- 
one can set a camshaft like a pro- 


fessional. 


Simple 


instructions 


printed on each wheel. 

This tool separates the men from 
the boys on the race track and 
makes possible smooth idling, even 


with super or full race cams. 


List $19.95 SEND NET $9.95 

We prepay postage or you may 
order C.0.D. Free wholesale and 
retail catalogue with each wheel. 
JOBBERS WANTED. 


“They Don't Come Any Tougher!” 


(Continued from page twenty-four) 


car class in that order. Chief mechanic 
was Clay Smith, who was responsible for 
preparing the secondhand ’48 Mercury 
that showed its heels to many newer cars 
to come in fourth in 1951. 

Well, just what did the race prove 
about stock cars? From the rugged moun- 
tains of Chiapas and Oaxaca to the flat 
straights in Chihuahua, the 1934 miles 
(originally planned to be 2092) included 
every kind of driving condition. How well 
Detroit’s standard products stood up to 
this punishment is a tribute to the engi- 
neering that gives you a reliable car with 
a comfortable margin of safety. There 
were few major mechanical failures in en- 
gines or drive trains. No engines blew. 
There were lesser breakdowns; the time 
limit for each leg of the race eliminated 
many cars with minor troubles that could 
not be quickly repaired on the road. No 
matter how small the trouble, if it kept 
them overtime they were out of competi- 
tion then and there. 

The third and longest day, when the 
drivers came down and met the first flat, 


Chrysler trio. Nonetheless, Marshall 
Teague piloted one of these excellent road 
cars to seventh spot. Olds and DeSoto, 
too, apparently just missed the top 
power rating. 


Faster! Faster! 


The modified stock cars of 1951, as ex- 
pected, broke the 1950 stock car records 
on every lap. With the return to a stock 
car class, 1952 speeds were expected to 
drop somewhat. Instead, each day an av- 
erage of 23 cars exceeded the record time 
of the ’50 race, and on four of the five 
days, from one to five cars beat the ’51 
times. Overall speeds were astonishing. 
Stevenson, in the winning Lincoln, aver- 
aged go.g82 mph for the entire 1934 
miles. On the last leg he averaged 115.1 
mph. 

Competition among th@{Stock cars was 
so keen that the outcome could not be 
predicted. The greatest time differential 
for any one day between the first and the 
fifth position was only 3.73 minutes. Be- 
tween Stevenson and Mantz (who drove 
the No. 2 Lincoln) the difference for the 


EXHAUST | straight roads while still tired out from entire race was 0.71 minute, or less than 
genome 95 | the curves and grades of the mountains, 43 seconds! : 
Ser Pele Net $2.50 | found many cars rolling over. Here the 

| And Off the Cuff... 


prepaid. Fits in 
center of exhaust 


port of V8. Cools engine, adding horse- 


safety belts and crash bars proved how 
valuable they can be. Even Owen Gray’s 
well bashed ’53 Chrysler finished the race 


Next year we'll be watching Alfa-Ro- . 


meo’s “Disco Volante” (Flying Disk), a 


power. Fits Fords or Mercs. thru ‘48. = e 
in 17th place among the stock cars after new concept of streamlining that appears 
landing on its top. nearly flat, though of course it is not. 
The Dual H-powered Hudsons, which . Where were the winners of MT’s 1952 
have come to be known as “Teaguemo- Engineering Achievement Award while the 
biles,” seem to lack that margin of power race was on? Not far behind, considering 
ADJUSTABLE that distinguishes the Cadillac-Lincoln- (Continued on page forty) 
STEERING ARM 
NET THIRD ANNUAL MEXICAN ROAD RACE 
prepaid. Retail eac Cons 
$19.95. Fits Fords or 
Mercs. Lincoln-Zephyr thru ‘48. (Over-all positions at finish—Juarez, Mexico) 
Elay ed | Average 
Over- |Sports| Stock aps: 
al | car’ | Car CAR DRIVER Country | Time Speed Winnings 
Pos. | Pos. | Pos. ges PH 
1 Mercedes-Benz Korl Kli many 51. 422. 
2 2 Mercedes-Benz Germany | 19:26.30| 99.421 | 11,628.00 
3 3 Ferrari Luigi Chinetti Italy 19:32.45 798 | 6,977.00 
4 7 Lancia Humberto Maglioli Italy 20:11.20 4,651.00 
5 5 Ferrari Jack McAfee U.S.A. 20:21.15 2,907.00 
6 6 Ferrari Phil Hill U.S.A. 20:33.46 581.40 
7 1 |Lincoln (1953) Chuck Stevenson U.S.A. 21:15.38 | 90.982 | 11,628.00 
3 2 |Lincoin (1953) Johnny Mantz U.S.A. 21:16.09| 90.945 | 5,814.00 
9 3 Lincoln (1953) Walt Faulkner |U.S.A. 21:20.27 | 90.646 | 2,907.00 
10 4 |Lincoin (1953) Capt. Bob Korf U.S.A. 21:25.09 1,744.00 
WW 5 |Chrysler (1951) Reginald McFee U.S.A. 21:43.00 1,162.00 
12 6 |Chrysler (1953) C. D. Evans U.S.A. 21:54.55 581.40 1 
13 7 |Hudson (1952 Marshall P. Teague U.S.A. 22:08.00 581.40 
14 8 |Cadillac (1952) Murr Dean Kirby U.S.A. 22:17.50 581.40 jam 
15T 9T |Packard (1952) Jean Trevoux Mexico 22:35.00 581.40 mot 
15T 9T Chrysler (1953 Allen Heath U.S.A 22:35.00 | 581.40 pric 
Va 995 17 11 |Oldsmobile (1952) | Piero Taruffi Italy 22:43.59 | ited 
(Must drill hole ia val 18 12 |Oldsmobile Resende Dos Santos | Venezuela | 22:46.17 you: 
4-52 FORD MERC... 19 13. [Packard (1952) Otto Becker Estrada  /Mexico 22:57.00 will 
32.48 FORD MERC” 8.95 20 14 | Oldsmobile (1952) | Felix Cerda Loza Mexico 22:58.19 35.0 
29.52 FORD MERC” 21 15 |Packard (1952) Fernando Razo Maciel |Peru 23:01.21 : 
SUPER 3-PIECE 22 16 |Cadillac (1952) Alfred C. Rogers U.S.A. 23:03.28 able 
WIRE LOOMS....1295 7.95 23 17 Chrysler (1953) Owen Rudell Gray —|U.S.A. 23:04.07 581.40 
37-52 CHEVY... 595 395 24 7 Ferrari Paco Ibarra Mexico 23:14.18 581.40 
Send ludson ttilio Cag Vv 3:26. 
2 |. | 19 [Oldsmobile (1982) |Fronk Mundy, |US.A. 23:35:26 581.40 
HARLEY SHOP jas! ristie S.A. 24:29. 
31_| 10 Jaguar (1952) Douglas Ehlinger Mexico 24:37.37 581.40 191 
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YOU 


ACCESSORIES 


EVERYTHING you need for your car—50,000 items including 
thousands of HARD-TO-GET PARTS plus many unusual acces- 


e prices! 


Biggest, Most Complete Line in All 
America for Cars, Trucks, Taxis... 


from the oldest to latest models 


In this amazing catalogue you'll find a big choice of automo- 
tive accessories and parts—everything you want. Also thrillin 
values in custom-styling accessories—high-speed parts an 
accessories to soup up stock engines for top speed, accelera- 
tion and economy. Catalogue also includes new style Holly- 
wood accessories different from anything you’ve seen in 
stores. Other exciting buys at wholesale prices include: 


@ Auto radios @ Tires and tubes 
© Mufflers and pipes @ Tools 
e@ Custom-styling accessories Body parts 
Limited qe @ Engines and parts @ Radiators 
Time Offer! es | @ High speed equipment @ Springs and shocks 
: a @ Transmissions and parts @ Ignition parts 
Rush Coupon pes New, used, rebuilt parts and accessories for all makes, 


years, models of all autos, trucks and taxis. 


Exciting get-acquainted 
FREE GIFT OFFER 


Amazing, valuable new scientific check chart that shows 
exactly how to know if your car is safe—sent as a FREE G 
with every catalogue. It explains how you can éasily make your 
car-safe. Offer limited, so rush coupon today. 


Today! 


Ass 
© 


GIANT / 
CATALOGUE 
the Prose MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


124 illustrated pages, 
jammed with 50,000 auto- J. C. Whitney & Co. € 
1917-M-3 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 


motive items at wholesale 
prices. Value $1.00. For lim- 

Please rush me your giant catalogue, $1.00 value, that describes 50,000 auto- 8 
motive items I can get at wholesale prices. I enclose 25c to cover part of cost 


ited time only, it can be 
yours for just 25¢—which 
—which I understand will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. i 


will be credited on your first 


$5.00 order. It’s like getting this valu- 


able bargain packed catalogue FREE! 
Send today for YOURS. 
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34 Take advantage of this big opportunity to get everything you 
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@ of the 50,000 o sories you can’t buy in stores! You can get them at wholesale eee 
s in this Catalog” prices—save up to 50%. You'll find these 50,000 thrilling 
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MAKE YOUR INTEREST 
IN CARS PAY OFF! 


LEARN AUTO 
MECHANICS 


MOTOR TUNE UP 
Also Allied Mechanics and Diesel! 


By EASY Shop-Method 
TRAINING-AT HOME! 


LET NATIONAL SCHOOLS — the famous resident 
school, biggest in the hot rod ——_— you at 
home — fast! Almost 50 years ate amt 
of training men like you. f 1m 
1000’s of successful graduates! ity 
GREATEST DEMAND IN HISTORY FOR TRAINED 
MECHANICS! NOW’S YOUR CHANCE! 
What an opportunity! With trained mechanics making 
more money than ever...with over 8 million cars need- 
ing big service and repair jobs...with defense industry 
needing 1000’s of trained mechanics...what a chance 


you have! Right now start training for the big money 
you've always dreamed of earning. Mail the coupon. 


YOU GET COMPLETE TRAINING—AT HOME! 
We bring famous National Schools right to you! You 
learn about gas engines, Diesel and special fuel engines, 
garage mechanics-fast! Lots of pictures and diagrams! 
Your National Schools train- 
ing is easy and practical, for 
it’s based on actual shop 
methods in National Schools’ “4 
big resident school. Mail the 
coupon for full details—now. 
YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! 
You get practical experience 
and can get paid for aeng it! 
National Schools Home Train- 
ing is approved for eligible you start out with real 
vets. You may be eligible. professional tools like 
Look on coupon. Do it now. these. And youkeepthem! 
ATTENTION! Men Going Into The Service Soon! 
National Schools training can help you get into special 
service classifications. Means higher pay and grade-fast. 


APPROVED FOR G.I. TRAINING 


= ES 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS GIVES 
YOU ALL THESE TOOLS! 


OMOTIVE 
FREE BOOK and SAMPLE 
LESSON show how we train you! 
SEND FOR THEM TODAY! 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS | 


LOS ANGELES ~, CALIFORNIA - ESTABLISHED 1905 
in Canada: 193 E. , B.C. 
BOTH RESIDENT AND HOME ‘STUDY COURSES OFFERED 


SAMPLE LESSON 


SEND NO MONEY—MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, -_ DR-23 Mail in envelope 
or paste on 
postal card 
Mail me FREE the book “My Future in Automotive 


and Allied Mechanics” and the sample lesson. I under- 
stand there’s no obligation and no salesman will call. 


NAME. AGE. 


ZONE. STATE. 


CITY 
Vets! Check here if discharged from Service less than 4 years age. 


that Cadillac is an all-around luxury car, 
never intended for this sort of hectic 
activity. 

Even so, Cadillacs came in eighth and 
16th among the stock cars, and may do 
better in ’53, with more (210) hp... . 
After all, Rolls-Royce wasn’t even repre- 
sented, and the fact surprised no one... . 
What did surprise some was the poor show- 
ing made by Jaguar. Let’s hope 1953 brings 
a factory team. This time, all Jags present 
were privately tuned. Single fatality of 
the race occurred in one of them when 
Santos Letona (Mexico) hit a bridge, iron- 


ically enough not far from his home. . . , 
Does Porsche’s standing seem oddly low 
to you? Considering displacement, Furst 
Metternich didn’t do badly (eighth among 
sports cars, 25th overall). Only car of 
similar capacity to beat him was the su- 
percharged Lancia. An orchid to 
Jacqueline Evans, lone woman to enter, 
whose Chrysler was the 27th stock car to 
finish. A starter every year, this was 
her first finish. . . . Attention ANA: How 
about more equal competition among 
stock cars in this year’s race? 
—Bob Hoeppner 


Cadillac—Car of the Year! 


(Continued from page nineteen) 


dling characteristics. These opinions are 
based on the roadability of the car, rather 
than the ease of handling. 

We take into account the car’s versatili- 
ty at all speed ranges, keeping in mind 
what the car owner will be doing with his 
car in traffic, on dirt roads, on smooth 
asphalt highways stretching beyond the 
horizon, and on roads that curve over 
and around mountains. Also, what the car 
will do when it hits a soft shoulder, how 
it acts on streetcar tracks, how it reacts 
to ruts in the road, how mushy the front 
end is in a tight corner, how much the 
body leans, how easy it is to correct after 
going through a corner, how much cor- 
rective action it needs to hold it in a 
straight line, and how much it is affected 
by crosswinds. 

Best car for all-around handling quali- 
ties, according to the opinion of MT Re- 
search, is the new Aero Willys. The steer- 
ing wheel is positioned properly to give 
the driver excellent control, the car ma- 
neuvers gracefully in traffic, takes very lit- 
tle corrective action on a straightaway, is 
barely bothered by powerful crosswinds, 
does not break loose on sharp turns (ex- 
cept on dirt, where it goes into a safe, con- 
trolled slide), does not get whipped aside 
on streetcar tracks or by shoulders, and 
has an overall cornering ability on a par 
with many sports cars (despite the fact 
that the steering ratio is slow by compari- 
son). 


Safety 


Safety, as we see it, based on items oth- 
er than personal opinion, should include 
braking, how safe the interior of the car 
is, and how good the vision is. Other 
items are also important, such as handling 
ability and acceleration at high speed, but 
these two factors show up elsewhere in 
our evaluation. 

Average Braking Distance is the overall 
average of stopping distances required at 
speeds of 30, 45, and 60 mph. These are 
obtained for all cars on the same road 
surface, checked with an electric speedom- 


eter, an electrically-actuated brake det- 
onator, and a steel tape. Tires are as pro- 
vided as standard equipment. 

Weight Per Square Inch of Brake Lin- 
ing is the weight of the car in pounds, 
divided by the number of square inches 
of brake lining for all four wheels. This 
indicates the energy that each square inch 
of lining has to dissipate during a stop, 
and possibly indicates the durability of 
the lining (more square inches means less 
heat per unit of surface for a given 
energy absorption). 

Interior Safety Check includes items 
that affect the safety of driver and pas- 
sengers alike: blind spots in vision, posi- 
tive locks to prevent rear doors from 
coming open while driving, a secure lock- 
ing device on the front seat track, projec- 
tions on the dashboard, convenient loca- 
tion of lighter and ashtray for the driver. 
The ratio of noes to yeses determines this 
percentage, with the safest cars getting 
the highest score. 

The Aero Willys also rates tops in this 
category, on the basis of its No. 1 posi- 
tion in weight per sq. in. of brake lining. 
Actual stopping distance is not outstand- 
ing (13th overall) but during our test of 
this car the brakes were subjected to a 
destructive beating. Fade did not occur, 
possibly due to weight loading and the 
fact that the drums have deep cooling 
fins. In interior safety, the Willys ties for 
sixth. 


Economy and Maintenance 


Average Mpg is the overall average of 
fuel consumption readings taken at steady, 
level road speeds of 30, 45, and 60 mph, 
and during a drive through a 13-mile 
course laid out through traffic. Type of 
fuel used (regular or premium) depends 
on the manufacturer’s recommendation. 

Average Ton Mpg is an engineering 
figure based on how much weight a cer- 
tain car can haul at what fuel consumption. 
It is obtained by multiplying the weight 
of the car in tons by the actual fuel con- 
sumption. 


Motor Trend 
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Its usefulness is in comparing the over- 
all thermal efficiency of the vehicle in 
converting fuel energy into useful work, 
and to what extent the transmission and 
gearing take advantage of the engine’s 
inherent fuel economy. 

Cost Per Mile is determined on the 
basis of four items: cost of fuel operation 
for one year, cost of insurance coverage, 
first year’s depreciation, and that mainte- 
nance which, on an average, may be re- 
quired on any car (not necessarily every 
car). To determine fuel cost, it is assumed 
that the car will travel the national aver- 
age of 10,000 miles. This figure is di- 
vided by the overall mpg average obtained 
on our road test, multiplied by the cost 
per gallon of fuel used (regular or pre- 
mium) as recommended by the manufac- 
turer. Insurance cost is for the following 
coverage: comprehensive, $50 deductible, 
public liability of $10,000-$20,000, and 
$5,000 property damage. Maintenance in- 
cludes: a wheel alignment, a brake reline. 
two major tune-ups, an adjustment and 


change of lubricant of the automatic trans- 


mission (if the car is so equipped). 

Maintenance and Repair do not neces- 
sarily mean that all the items are neces- 
sary for a full year’s maintenance, but in- 
dicate the relative cost of maintaining 
and repairing one car, as compared to an- 
other. Cost of parts and labor are taken 
from Motor’s Flat Rate Manual, and in- 
clude: distributor, battery, fuel pump, fan 
belt, a valve grind, one front fender, one 
tire, and one bumper. 

The most economical car to operate, 
on the above basis, is the Pontiac Eight, 
with Dual Range Hydra-Matic. Although 
it does not excel in any one of the four 
sub-items under Economy and Mainte- 


nance, it falls into the upper range in all | 


four. In fuel economy it is fifth in both 
miles per gallon and ton mpg, in cost per 
mile of operation it ties for third, and in 
maintenance and repairs it is sixth. 


A Few Final Words 


Well, there you have it. If you can’t 
figure out why your car did not wind up 
in first place in overall standings, or why 
it didn’t take first in performance (or one 
of the other categories), take another look 
at the basic numerical chart. Rate your 
own car, compare it to the others, see why 
it finished where it did. You may not 
agree with our method of selecting the 
winner, but it’s hard to deny the proof of 
figures obtained during the critical tests 
we conduct. 

On the basis of such searching analysis, 
conducted over the period of a year in 
which we road tested 20 different makes, 


all four-door sedans (except where no such | 


model is manufactured), all equipped with 
that model’s most popular transmission, 
we are proud to present the Cadillac Mo- 
tor Car Company with the 1952 Motor 
TREND Engineering Achievement Award. 
—Walt Woron 
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DSM COILS 


for all cars! 


Here is the finest igni- 
tion coil in the world. 
30,000 ovtput 

faster acceleration . 
higher top speeds .. . 


smoother performance 
greater economy. 
$15.25 

Coils come with brack- 
ets and _ instructions. 
Quick-simple installa- 
tion . . . only 15 min. 


Fill in coupon with 
year, make & model. 


FENDER 
SKIRTS 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 
FORD-MERCURY 


Ford 1949-51 (Ribbed or Plain) 9.95 pr. 1] 
Ford 1949-51 (Hollywood type) 9.95 pr. (J 
Merc 1949-51 (Hollywood type) 15.95 pr. (] 
Ford-Mercury 1952 11.95 pr. (J 
All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. () 
PLYMOUTH-DODGE-DESOTO-CHRYSLER (Mo-Par type) 


Ply, Dod, De-S, Chrys 1946-48 10.95 pr. [] 
Fill in Plymouth 1949-52 12.95 pr. 7) 
coupon withDodge 1949-52 12.95 pr. (] 
car, year, DeSoto 1949-52 12.95 pr. 1] 
model Chrysler 1950-52 12.95 pr. 1 

All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. (] 
CHEVROLET 

Chevrolet 1949-50 9.95 pr. 1] 

Chevrolet 1951-52 9.95 pr. 

All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. 1] 
PONTIAC-BUICK 

Pontiac 1949-52 11.95 

Buick 1950-52 14.95 pr. [] 

All Chrome Skirts 18.95 pr. (] 


Studebaker 1946-52 (all mod.) 10.95 pr. [1] 
BOX SKIRTS . .. all cars 9.95 pr. 


TEARDROP SKIRTS 9.95 
(Above skirts all have and adjustable ends) 


DSM 
DUAL-POINT 
DISTRIBUTOR 
BREAKER PLATE 
KITS 
This Set 


REALLY WORKS 
WONDERS! 


FORD V-8 

1949-52 6.95 
FORD 6 

1948-51 6.95 
MERCURY 

1949-52 6.95 


sia ACCESSORY MOULDINGS 


FORD 1952 CUSTOMLINE 
(complete set) rear 
Fordor (complete set) rear 


7.95 set 1) 


door midgs. 8.95 set) 
FORD 1952 MAINLINE 
Tudor (complete set) front fender and 
r midgs. 11.95 set 
Fordor (complete set) front fender and 
door midgs. 11.95 
MERCURY 1952 
Tudor (com a set) front fender and 
door midg 10.95 set (1) 
Fordor jumaetete set) front fender and 
door midgs. 10.95 set () 
DESOTO 1951-52 
Tudor (complete set) front fender and 
door midgs 11.95 set 1) 
Fordor (enmpiete set) front fender and ~ 
95 set 


door midgs. 
NOTE: All sets peed above are made of the ous of ma- 
terials and come to you complete ready to install 
with fasteners and templates. 


We also have... 
A complete line 
of Automotive 
needs ... plus: 
Lowering Block Kits 
Complete Dual Ex- 
haust Systems 
Complete Deep Tone 
Muffler Line 
Dual-Flow Flexible 
Tailpipes 
New MUFFLER Cut-outs 
World Famous 
Piston Seal 
if there is anything 
are having trou- 
in obtaining why 
= drop us a line. 
Our supply is complete 


and always priced to 
please the pocketbook. 


ORDER TODAY FROM MICHIGAN'S LARGEST KNOWN 
AUTOMOTIVE MAIL ORDER HOUSE .. . 


Name 


Address. 


State. 


City Zone. 


Be sure check is enclosed for proper amount. 
Name of Car: 


Year Model 


MICHIGAN MOBIL PARTS COMPANY 


1301 Mayflower St. 
Lincoln Park 25, Michigan 
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CUSTOM RESTYLING, Enlarged 
1953 Edition. Now over 400 
tos, sketches, literally thousands 
of remodeling ideas. Latest model 
specific changes. Advanced scoop, 
light and grille ideas. 192 pages, 
$2.00 postage included. 
HOW TO DRAW CARS OF TO- 
MORROW. Custom enthusi- 
asts—don’t let the title mis- 
lead you. A terrific source 
book for custom ideas, with 
a big section of professional 
advanced design drawings, 
(many suitable for framing) 
in addition to a great course 
in car designing and draw- 
ing. All new, all terrific, all applicable 
to contemporary models. Hottest source >) 
of new customizing ideas ever offered ~~~ 
100-pound paper, 82x11", $2.00 
postage included. 
CLASSIC CARS 
DUESENBERG, THE MIGHTIEST 
AMERICAN MOTOR CAR. Standard 
reference for the prince of the Golden 
Era of the classics. Shoulder-straight 

a of the Life and Times of an auto- 
mobile that was pawn to a lost era. 
Over 275 photos, sketches, schematic 
drawings. 168 pages, 8'/2x11", boxed. 
Std. $5; Deluxe $8.75, postage included. 
AMERICAN ROLLS-ROYCE. Supreme 
reference for Springfield production of 
“The Name.” Reproductions of 12 key 
literature pieces, including catalogs of 
Silver Ghost, Phantom |, Phantom II. 
Chassis, coachwork, construction 
finesse, mechanical details. 160 
graphic photos, line drawings. 160 © 

s, 8Yex11", boxed. Standard $5; 

luxe $8.75, postage included. 
THE CLASSIC CORD. Recognized reference for both 
L29 & 810-12. Never-before-published facts, com- 
pany-secret photos, absorbing tales that pin roses 
and call spot, full-scale reproductions of nearly 
every catalog and literature piece, mechanical ar- 
ticles, road tests, prices, serial numbers, sales by 
states. 250 photos, drawings, schematics. 160 pages, 
8Yex11", boxed. Standard $3.50; Deluxe $7.50, 
postage included. 

No C.O.D. requests please . . 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Books, Box 597-M, Arcadia, Calif. 


Post Motor 


- 
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$2 KozaK 
DRYwashes Your Car 
50 to 100 Times FREE! 


LEANS autos fast and easy. The original auto 

DRY Wash. 10,000,000 sold to auto fans “‘in 
the know”! Hundreds of unsuccessful imitators 
for 26 years! Use with equal success on Cadillac 
or priceless antique. Removes dirt, polishes, 
cleans, saves time, work, money. No water needed 
—safe, protects finish. Takes a few seconds, save 
entire cost on first use. And you must be aston- 
ished, delighted, tickled pink, or keep it and 
get your money back by return mail! 


We'll send big, soft, deep pile KozaKs, to 
and/or friends: (Give addr ) <a 
(Will save $100, hours, 


Regular Kozak: 
sore muscles) 
1 for $2, 3 for $5, 5 for $8, 12 for $18 
Super: (last 4 times longer) 
1 for $3, 2 for $5, 5 for $10 
(Beautiful Plaid Kit Bag and Gloves $1 extra) 
ORDER NOW from KozaK, 28 S. Lyon St., Batavia, W. Y. 


KozaK, 28 S$. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 


enclose $............. Please send 
| Name... | 
| Addr 
| | 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money back 
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Torrey Pines 
(Continued from page twenty-five) 


wheels on the ground and he took off. 
However, because of a badly bent wheel, 
he retired. About this time a pair of MGs 
took to the brush and scattered the crowd 
that was lined up behind the snow fences 
that had been set up for their protection. 
Then as the dust cleared away from this 
altercation, Jim Jonson’s TC spun out in 
front of a pack of traffic. Most of the cars 
got by, but Bob Murrell, in a Siata Gran 
Sport, with nowhere to go, slammed hard 
into the hapless Jonson. Only good luck 
saved a serious injury here. 

That all of this slam-bang action 
should take place in the novice race 
should lead us to believe that the dangers 
in road racing lie not in speed, but inex- 
perience, and that instead of starting 
some 40 cars in a novice event some 
means should be sought to limit the num- 
ber of entries, or run heat races of fewer 
laps. Another fact of considerable concern 
is that under present regulations a man 
can run as a novice in the first race and, 
on the strength of the experience gained 
in this one event, is qualified to run in 
the main as a qualified driver. 


The Ladies Put One on 

One of the greatest races of the day 
took place, strangely enough in the ladies 
event. Josie Von Neumann, driving a 
Porsche, took an immediate lead, but she 
was challenged most of the way by hard 
driving Marion Lowe, in an MG-TD pow- 
ered by a Willys F-head six. When these 
gals came flying across the finish line a 
blanket would have covered them both. 
The next two places went to Maxine 
Elmer and Lee Kerrigan, both in Singers. 


Back to the Men 


The event for 1500cc cars was a ding- 
dong battle from the start. The first few 
laps were a tussle between two Porsche 
specials, one driven by John Von Neu- 
mann and the other by Karl Brocken. 
Brocken held the lead until forced out. 


From then on Von Neumann had the 
thing pretty well sewed up, but close on 
him was Randy McDougall in an Osca. 
Von Neumann’s time for the 80.6 miles 
was 1 hr. 10 min. 57.2 sec. 

The organizers of this event are to be 
congratulated on the way everything was 
handled. There was, however, the same 
old problem that haunts all such organiza- 
tion—crowd control. It seems that people 
just don’t care. Going around the course 
one could see people standing, or worse 
yet, sitting in places that were potential 
danger areas. The tendency to wander 
aimlessly across the course was with us 
again. The solution to these problems es- 
capes us, but they are problems that will 
have to be solved by road race commit- 
tees wherever an event is to take place, or 
we may have a repeat of the Watkins 
Glen thing. 

—Jack Campbell 


TORREY PINES RESULTS 


Event No. 1—12 Laps—31.2 Miles 
First Don Perry XK-120 


Second Dick Morgenson Morgenson Spcl. 
Ist-Class | (Cad Glasspar) 
Third G. F. Conroe XK-120 
2nd Class 2 
Fourth Harry Jones XK-120 Coupe 
3rd Class 2 
Fifth Bill Pickford XK-120 
4th Class 2 


Event No. 2—Formula 3 and Women’s Race 
ran concurrently—8 Laps—20.8 Miles 


Formula 3 
First Dr. Becker Cooper 
Bill Friedaver Siata Spyder-Crosley 
Third Bob Wenz Wenz Special 
Women’s Race 
First Josie von Neumann Porsche 
Second Marion Lowe TD-Willys 
Third Maxine Elmer Singer 
Fourth Lee Kerrigan Singer 


Event No. 3—31 Laps—80.6 Miles—San Diego 
Junior C of C Cup—1500 ce, 1100ce blown 
(Winning Time: 1 hr. 19 min. 57.2 sec.) 


First John von Neumann Porsche 
Second Randy McDougall OSCA 

Third John Crean Porsche 
Fourth Ken Miles MG TD 
Fifth Harry Hanford MG TD 


Event No. 5—40 Laps—104 Miles— 
Cars over 1500 cc 
(Winning Time: 1 hr. 36 min. 22.33 sec.) 


First Phil Hill XK-120 
Second Don Parkinson XK-120 Spel. 
Third Sterling Edwards XK-120 C 
Fourth Tom Bamford Cad-Alfa 


Fifth T. A. Reidy Chrysler Special 


“What kid?” 
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| WASTED MONEY BECAUSE A GAUGE WAS MISSING 


by Joseph Catanzano 


That’s a fact ... ’'d been tossing dollar bills out. 


of the window of my car because a gauge was 
missing from my dashboard. I didn’t realize how 
much Id been wasting until I installed the Mile- 
O-Meter my wife gave me for my last birthday. 
That’s the day I began to save .. . I’ve got four 
new tires now to prove it. 


MOUNTED MILE-O-METER ON MY DASH 


The instructions that came with the Mile-O-Meter 
seemed complete enough, but I didn’t realize how com- 
SA plete until I lifted the hood of 
the car and began to follow 

directions, I actually finished 

the entire installation without 

doing anything really compli- 

eated! I mounted the Mile-O- 

Meter itself at the corner of 

the dashboard on the driver’s 

side, using one of the screws on the windshield flange 
to hold the bracket. I didn’t have to drill a single hole. 


GAS SAVINGS ARE MOUNTING 


I got my first shock when I took the car out for a trial 
spin that day. The Mile-O-Meter indicator practically 
shouted at me that I was pouring gas out of the tail 
pipe! I tried it again, this time keeping a light foot on 
the accelerator. The difference in gas consumption, 
shown clearly on the relative miles-per-gallon scale, 
almost floored me ... I was traveling practically as 
fast, with just about as much power, yet I was using 
far less gasoline than before! Now all I have to do is 
drive so the Mile-O-Meter indicator points as far to 
the right as possible. When I do that, I know I’m getting 
my best mileage . . . and the gas savings are really 
mounting up to prove it. 


AVOIDED COSTLY REPAIRS, TOO 


About three months ago, I noticed that the indicator 
on the gauge flickered downward every second or two, 
I didn’t hear anything wrong with the engine, but 
according to the tune-up chart supplied with the Mile- 
O-Meter, I had a spark plug that wasn’t firing properly. 
By following directions, I found which plug was fouled, 
replaced it . . . and saved myself expensive trouble 
later on. Another time, the Mile-O-Meter indicated that 
my carburetor needed adjustment — and, with the 
tune-up chart, enabled me to adjust it myself! The way 
the Mile-O-Meter works sounds a bit complicated, but 
as I understand it, the gauge is kind of like a doctor 
with his finger on your 
pulse all the time .. . it 
gives a continuous report 


= 


I’M REALLY SAVING MONEY! 


It’s the truth ... I’m really saving money, I’m getting 
three or four more miles to every gallon, I see (instead 
of hear!) when my engine needs attention. And, I’ve 
been able to make many of the minor repairs and 
tune-ups myself, because the Mile-O-Meter and its 
chart showed me how. 


YOU OUGHT TO OWN A MILE-O-METER 


I admit it . .. I’m sold completely on the Mile-O-Meter, 
If you don’t have one on your dashboard, the chances 
are you’re still wasting just as much money as I did. 
You’ve got everything to gain by installing a Mile-O- 
Meter . .. and nothing to lose, because they’re always 
sold on a “money back if not completely satisfied” 
basis. You’ll enjoy driving by instrument instead of 
instinct, and you’ll get far more back than the small 
cost of the gauge itself. There’s no doubt about it — 
you'll start saving money with every mile you drive 
when you join the thousands of Mile-O-Meter owners 
on the road today. You ought to send your order in 
right away. 


on the general “health” of 
your engine, It does this 
by measuring the vacuum 
in the intake manifold, 
just as a mechanic does 
when he’s tuning up your 
car. As a result, I know 
when adjustments are 
needed to avoid those 
wallet-busting repairs. 

(Joseph Catanzano, 75 Mary St., 
Arlington, Mass., is typical of 
thousands of enthusiastic Mi'e-O- 
Meter owners. We thought his 


experiences with the instrument 
would interest you.) 
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SEND ........... DELUXE ........... STANDARD 

MILE-O-METERS AT $................ 

Deluxe Illuminated, 
3%"* diameter, 
* 
ZONE ) STATE 

Check Enclosed Money Order Enclosed Send C.O.D. 


Orders are shipped within 24 hours anywhere in the U. S. A. 
We pay postage when payment accompanies order. Add 35¢ 
for special delivery, if desired. Each Mile-O-Meter is gift- 
packaged, with all accessories and instructions included. 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING CORP. 325 


NORTH HAMPTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


@ Standard Model, 

@ 2%" diameter. 
Plated trim. 
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IN YOUR CAR AR Flow 


This new air - bleed 
idling jet replaces pres- 
ent solid idling adjust- 
ment screw in your 
carburetor. The object 
is to lessen the vacuum 
in the idling channel 
by bleeding air during 
high manifold vacuum 
periods and thus, try 
to increase Your Gas , 
Mileage ABOUT % MILLION NOW IN USE. 
Most users who write us swear by them and 
some report up to 25% more mileage. Many com- 
ment on Smoother Motor, Easier Starting, Faster 
Pick-Up, Better Idling. But some swear at them 
with “No Improvement” and fire “the little 
stinkers’ back—proving Gane’s can and do some- 
times fail completely. So we invite you to try 
‘the little stinkers” at ‘‘no cost,”’ to see what 
they will do for you. Make NO deposit. Send 
NO money. Pay postman NOTHING. There are 
NO reservations, qualifications nor restrictions to 
this TRY BEFORE YOU BUY—10 DAY FREE 
TRIAL OFFER. Just mail this coupon today. 
GANE NEEDLES, with literature, will be prompt- 
ly sent you postage paid. You, or your service 
station, can quickly make the simple, easy in- 
stallation. 

USE GANES 10 DAYS—Check for increased 
gas mileage which must average 2 or more extra 
miles per gallon. At the end of ten days send 
us only $1.50 per Gane Needle in check, currency 
or stamps or else send them back and owe 
nothing! 


MEHREN INDUSTRIES, Dept. GT-2 


National Automotive Retail Div. 
9909 Santa Monica Bivd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Nome.. 


Address 


City Zone......State. 


Year & make of car. No. cyl 


* POPULAR 


BOOKS 


MOTOR RACING WITH MER- 
RAL | CEDES-BENZ. Grand Prix rac- 
| ing famous German 

u 


firm. ly describes many of 
the outstanding European cars 
and drivers. Descriptions of 
ij} all the Grand Prix race 
courses..$2() Deluxe 


GERMAN RACING CARS AND 
DRIVERS. Pre-war and post- 
war German racing cars, Grand 
Prix racing, history of Ger- 
man drivers, Lang, Kling, Car- 
acciola, and others. Descrip- 
tions of new German cars. 
$20) Deluxe $32 


SOUPING THE STOCK ENGINE. Explains the 5 paths to 
power, the how and why of speed tuning.......... $20) 


_ | WITH MERCEDES-BENZ 


How to Hop UP Chev. & GMC Engines 

Brand new speed manual has 160 informative pages, $2) 
How to Hop Up Ford & Mercury V8 Engines 
Latest data on speed tuning, short cuts to power, $20) 
FREE CATALOG OF 100 CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 

lus—a litho-plate FASTEST CAR... 
The 252 mph CLYMER MOTORBOOK SPECIAL, with Driver 
Willie Young, Builder Bill Kenz, and Sponsor Floyd Cly- 
mer. WRITE TODAY—IT’S FREE. 

FLOYD CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 

1268 S. Alvarado, MT-2, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


ORDER BLANK 

All Books Postpaid 

SEND FREE MOTORBOOK CATALOG | 
FLOYD CLYMER MOTORBOOKS 

| 1266 5. Alvarado, MT-2, Los Angeles 6, Calif. | 


Please :end books marked (x! to: 
| NAME 


ADDRESS. 
_ CITY & STA 
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MT RESEARCH 


NOTE: So many questions asked by our 
readers are so universal in nature that this 
feature was created, hoping that perhaps 
some of the problems you might have in con- 
nection with your automobile might be an- 
swered here. Since hundreds of letters are re- 
ceived each month, our only request is that 
you keep your questions as brief as possible. 
Address all inquiries to the MT Research 
Technical Staff and, if a personal reply is 
desired, enclose a stamped addressed enve- 
lope. Though immediate replies are not always 
feasible answers will be made as rapidly as 
possible—The Editors 
QUESTION—I am seriously considering the 
installation of a Gyro Skid-Control on my 
47 De Soto sedan. Please advise the latest 
opinion of your experts on this device. C. A. 
Canavan, West Saint John, N.B., Canada. 
ANSWER—An “Accessory Trial” on the 
Gyro Skid-Control appeared in the April ’52 
issue of Motor Trenp, with additional 
comments appearing in the June issue. It 
will not perform miracles, but at speeds 
near but somewhat above the safe limit will, 
as advertised, stop skids. 

QUESTION—I would like to know where 
I could get some information on the bulb- 
type horn that is made in England and is 
shown on page 160 of your new book Re- 
style Your Car. I would like to get one for 
my ‘13 Ford. Bill Cryan, Cheektowaga, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

ANSWER—The horn illustrated may be ob- 
tained from Accessories Imports Co., 7544 
Grand Avenue, Minneapolis 23, Minn. It 
is available in nickel or brass finish, for $15. 
QUESTION—The article on Bonneville in 
the November issue of Motor Trenp de- 
scribes a fuel injection unit designed by 
Clark and TeBow and used on the City of 
Burbank. How would I go about obtaining 
or designing such a fuel injection unit? How 
would it work on a V-8 De Soto with gas- 
oline, for street use?—W. E. Buckmaster, 
Azle, Texas. 

ANSWER—The injection unit designed by 
C and T Automotive is primarily for use in 
obtaining the maximum top speed in an en- 
gine. It is doubtful whether it could be made 
to operate satisfactorily for street use with- 
out extensive modification. It operates on the 
sliding plate principle, uncovering the intake 
port as throttle is opened. At full throttle, 
the only restriction in the ports is the small 
spray nozzles, supplying fuel under pressure. 
C and T. Automotive’s address is 1615 N. 
Western Ave., Hollywood 27, Calif. 


QUESTION—I have just read your report 
on the ’52 Oldsmobile Super 88. I have one 
and like it very much, but it does not have 
the snap that the ’50 I owned before had. 
This agrees with your test reports of the two 
cars, in which the ’50 did o to 60 in 12.44 
seconds with 135 horsepower and the ’52 
did o to 60 in 14.0 seconds with 160 hp. 
Why does it take longer to reach 60 mph 
with 25 additional horsepower? Your top 
speed, in my opinion, is off and should be 
97 or 98, since it was a Hydra-Matic, and not 
a standard shift, which is, and should be 
faster. Am I right ?—Joseph Schepp. 
ANSWER—Gear ratios as well as horse- 
power have a great deal of effect on the ac- 
celerating qualities of any car. A low gear 
(4:1) will give better acceleration, but a 
lower top speed, than a high gear (3:1), 
which under equal conditions will not match 
the 4:1 ratio in acceleration but will have a 
higher top speed. Gear ratios of the two cars 
are: ’50—3.9:1 and ’52—}3.23:1, which will 
explain why the ’50 has the edge on the later 
model in acceleration. The additional horse- 
power of the ’52 has little effect at these 
speeds, being partly cancelled out by the re- 
duced gear ratio, but shows to advantage in 
the increased top speed obtained. A ’52, 
using the 3.9:1 ratio of the ’50, would be a 
“bomb” in acceleration. The type of trans- 
mission used will have little effect on flat- 
out top speed. The Hydra-Matic will con- 
sume more horsepower than the standard 
but, as both are direct drive in top gear, 
that would be the only difference. 
QUESTION—Is there an overdrive unit 
made that will fit a 51 Pontiac Eight? Where 
can it be bought?—Paul E. Skinner, Van 
Buren, Ark. 

ANSWER—General Motors does not offer 
an overdrive unit for your car, nor do we 
know of an accessory manufacturer who 
makes one. 

QUESTION—I would like to know what the 
record is for an American stock car according 
to AAA regulations. I was under the impres- 
sion that the ’37 Cord with supercharger 
held the record at 107.66 mph. However, 
I’ve been told that the ’52 Cadillac exceeded 
this—Larry Frear, Grosse Pointe, Mich. 
ANSWER—You are quite correct. Cord still 
holds the official AAA record at 107.66 mph 
set in ’37 by Ab Jenkins. We exceeded this 
figure in our road test of the ’52 Cadillac. 
However, to be official the run must be 
under the supervision and timing of the 
American Automobile Association. 
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QUESTION—May I ask your advice on a 
point in customizing? I removed the raised 
beading from the center of the hood and also 
the ornament. Filled in the resulting gap with 
some of the body putty which is supposed 
to contain a metallic compound. This was 
sanded, primed, and painted. In a short time, 
the gap developed a crack. How can this be 
overcome ?—C. W. Mulhall, Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. 

ANSWER—The Chevrolet hood is formed 
in two halves, joined down the center by a 
row of rivets. Vibration and flexing is the 
cause of the cracks that appear. Two meth- 
ods of correction are: 1. Remove the body 
putty and weld the two halves along the 
seam on top and tack weld on the under side, 
smooth up and refinish as before. 2. This will 
require more work but is the best in the long 
run. Cut off the center flanges and weld the 
two halves into one part, eliminating the 
seam altogether. 

QUESTION—There are a few 37 Chevro- 
lets in our town that are A-1 except for the 
engine. Is it possible to install a post-war 
Chev engine in this chassis on the same 
mounts, or would alterations be required? 
Would a ’37 transmission work effectively 
with a newer engine and would same fit a 
new block ?>—R. M. Bouchey, Saginaw, Mich. 
ANSWER—You will have no trouble in in- 
stalling a post-war Chevrolet engine in a ’37 
chassis. Engines, as well as transmissions, 
have remained practically unchanged for ap- 
proximately 10 years. This does not, how- 
ever, include the Powerglide models. They 
can be adapted to conventional transmissions 
but will require a little more work. 
QUESTION—What would be necessary to 
install the new “Red Ram” Dodge engine in 
a ’47 Dodge car. The mounting appears to 
be about the same.—Monroe Gerlach, Ar- 
lington, Texas. 

ANSWER—The first problem in any engine 
change is, will it fit the room available with- 
out extensive modification? Overall length is 
usually the big problem, and as the new 
“Red Ram” is somewhat shorter than the in- 
line engine, the installation could probably 
be made with little trouble. Detail changes 
that may be necessary would have to be 
worked out during the installation, as we do 
not have this information available. 
QUESTION—I have a ’35 Plymouth coupe 
with head shaved .oso-inch, bore .o60-inch 
over, a %4 cam, ’50 Ford Holley carburetor 
and a dual point ignition. We run on a %4- 
mile track in second gear. The problem is 
lack of acceleration coming out of a turn and 
down the straightaway. Five gear ratios be- 
tween 3.88 and 4.87 have been used with no 
better results. Can you please tell me what is 
wrong ?—Louis Misuraca, Valley Stream, L.I. 
ANSWER—Restricted breathing is probably 
responsible for your poor acceleration at high 
speeds. The Ford Holley carburetor (No. 847- 
FS) has a throat diameter of 172 inches. The 
Carter (No. D-6H2z), usually used on Plym- 
ouths, has a diameter of 1% inches. A check 
of the throat area of both carburetors will 
show the Holley to be only 25 of the standard 
Plymouth size. With the reduced throat area 
the engine is unable to draw sufficient fuel/ 
air mixture to obtain the acceleration that 
you desire. —Bob Hoeppner 
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.. A “PRECISIONEERED” ENGINE 
WITH ALL NEW PARTS... 


Gives — NEW CAR LIFE to your old car 
Saves — gasandoil...repair bills...expensive breakdowns 
Costs — a fraction of new car cost 

Guarantees — NEW POWER—Dependable Performance 


INSTALL A MUSTANG - ENJOY 


NEW ENGINE PERFORMANCE... 
NEW ENGINE GUARANTEE 


A MUSTANG is @ completely remanufactured engine, with NEW 
PARTS, “precisioneered” to highest engineering specifications— 


A MUSTANG carries the SAME GUARANTEE as a NEW Engine— 
A MUSTANG can be installed quickly and economically 


A MUSTANGGives your old car “NEW CAR LIFE” 
—at a price you can afford to pay! 


is a Product of 
MUSTANG Div., Rebuilders, Inc. 
Garland, Texas 


The following Auto Supply Stores are MUSTANG Headquarters: 

ECONOMY AUTO STORES, Inc., Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Florida, South Carolina; 
WHITE’S AUTO STORES, Inc., Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico; AUTO-LEC STORES, Louisiana, 
Alabama, Mississippi; BILL’‘S AUTO STORES, Kentucky, Indiana; GUARANTEE AUTO SUPPLY 
STORES, Indiana; BABCOCK BROS. AUTO SUPPLY STORES, Texas, Oklahoma; LACK’S STORES, 
Inc., Texas; LEO’S STORES, Inc., Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana; ADVANCE STORES CO., Inc., 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee. 
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‘HE MUST HAVE 


Actual road and dynamometer tests have 
proved that a Porter Exhaust System really 
boosts pickup, speed, and power. 

Why? Because Porters are specially engi- 
neered to free your car’s engine from the 
harmful “‘back-pressure’”’ that builds up in 
small, restricted stock exhaust systems. They 
let your engine “breathe” again — 

ing road horsepower as much as 13%! 


With Porter, you nave your choice of two 
top-quality mufflers; the Porter STEEL-PACK, 
for a deep, full, powerful tone — and the 
Porter “HOLLYWOOD,” for a quiet, mellow, 
rippling tone unmatched by any other muffier 
on the market. 


But no matter which you choose — Stee! Pack 
or Hollywood — you can be sure of getting 
the finest muffler available. A product which 
has been a leader for nearly a Quarter- 
Century. 


LOOK FOR THIS EMBLEM ... It's The Sign Of 


Your Official PORTER AUTHORIZED DEALER 
He stocks a complete line of Porter 
Singles, Duals, Headers, and all other 
exhaust accessories. For friendly, ex- 
pert, complete service, see him today. 


Write for the name and address 
of your nearest Porter Dealer. 


Dept. MA 


11820 OLYMPIC BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES 64, CALIF. 


MORE POWER 


Fisher's Compression SEAL 
Tested and | approved 


ratory. Guaranteed to in- 
crease your car's compres- 
sion, reduce oil consump- 
tio, and check piston slap 
or your money back. Takes 
only minutes to apply. 
Lasts 10,000 miles. Insured 

ine. Only $3. stpaid. 
$3.95 ppd. Send cash, 


Dealers, a postcard will send our representative 
to your door. 


ADVANCED ENGINEERING, Dept. M-2 
Box 7013, Los Angeles 37, Calif. 


EX TRA for March! 


brilliant gleaming rotogravure .. . 


Another Motor Trend EX TRA 
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le Roi des Carrossiers 


(Continued from page thirty-three) 


had never sold more than a car or two a 
year in Paris, Darrin unfolded the plan in 
detail. They would sell chiefly to Ameri- 
cans planning an extended stay in Europe. 


7 


Darrin served as an air observer with the 
71st Escadrille during the first world war 


They could drive the car while sightsee- 
ing, then ship it home, taking advantage 
of the duty exemption on used property. 
The car would arrive in the United States 
at a total cost much lower than the New 
York price. 

The Belgians were impressed with the 
idea but finally rejected it on the grounds 
that it would ruin their New York agent. 
Darrin then promised that the price would 
be set high enough so that no customer 
could get his car home for less than 
$11,000-—a reasonable saving for a used 
vehicle. After the Belgians extracted an 
additional promise that all cars would re- 
main in Europe for six months, they de- 
manded $20,000 as a guarantee that the 
price level would be maintained. 

Neither of the partners had anything 
approaching that sum of money, but they 
had nerve and inspiration. Rushing back 
to Paris, they were just in time to rent 
space in the Paris auto show. By burning 


| gallons of midnight oil, they sketched a 


number of special bodies for the Minerva 
chassis and hired an artist to complete 
full color drawings. They were, of course, 
unable to display a car, but with great 
aplomb they hung their pictures under a 
bold sign reading, ‘““Minerve de Paris, Min- 
erve de France.” 

When the crowds poured into the Grand 
Palais opening day, Darrin began circulat- 


| ing from stand to stand. Whenever he lo- 


«26 EX TRA pages of photos in| 


cated opulent-looking Americans gazing at 
the lush limousines displayed by Hispano, 
or perhaps Rolls-Royce, he would strike 
up a conversation that leaned heavily to- 


ward the beauty and virtues of the Mi- 
nerva. In case anyone ever doubted his 
generous statements, well, there were pic- 
tures to prove it. 

After the show they were able to return 
to the Minerva factory with orders for 
20 special bodies and $40,000 cash, repre- 
senting a $2,000 deposit on each car. Ac- 
cording to the terms of the agreement, 
the customers were to pay half the price 
of the car upon delivery of the chassis 
and the balance on completion of the ve- 
hicle. 

After this convincing demonstration of 
the art of lifting oneself up by one’s boot- 
straps, the resistance of the heads of the 
Minerva firm collapsed completely. Per- 
haps they considered the hazards of having 
these two young men as competitors. They 
even withdrew their demand for the 
$20,000 bond. 

In case this transaction does not seem 
incredible enough as it stands, there is 
one more point that can be mentioned. 
Darrin sold those Minerva town cars for 
$8,000 or $9,000 each. The entire chassis, 
complete with the engine and all the run- 
ning gear, cost him $600 at the factory. 

The firm of Hibbard and Darrin was 
soon solvent. Darrin was free to work out 
the wealth of revolutionary ideas that 
flashed into his consciousness in an in- 
exhaustible array. One of the first auto- 
mobiles he designed in Europe featured 
sliding doors. In 1926 he designed two 
Rolls-Royce convertible sedans (see page 
35, top right photos) that set the trend in 
styling for the next 10 years. They were 
the first cars that Darrin knows of with 
rounded sides. Fifty units of each model 
were purchased by Rolls-Royce of Amer- 
ica—the first large-scale production order 
the firm had received. General Motors 
adopted the impressive hood, sides, and 
fender lines of these cars for its produc- 
tion Cadillac and LaSalle, and paid Hib- 
bard and Darrin a $25,000 yearly retainer 
plus $1,000 per month for the privilege. 
Even the Hibbard and Darrin molding— 
which always ran straight down the sides 
of the hood and then curved across at 
the bottom of the windshield—was re- 
tained in the GM cars. 

Only two years after concluding those 
first arrangements with Minerva, Hibbard 
and Darrin were known as the foremost 
designers in Europe. They were receiving 
twice the number of orders that they 
could handle and eager customers had to 
wait a year or longer before they could 
expect delivery. The firm opened show- 
rooms just off the Champs Elysees and 
finally boosted its production until it 
turned out magnificent, incredibly expen- 
sive limousines at the rate of 150 per year. 

When Hibbard and Darrin dissolved 
their partnership in 1928, Darrin had de- 

(Continued on page fifty) 
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International 
Race 
Driver 


An acetylene torch instantly burns motor 
oil. Since engine heat at times is greater, 
oil alone obviously won’t lubricate 
properly. You need Miracle Power in gas 
and oil because (as shown on the right) 


Stops Ory STARTING Damage... Treats the Engine, Not the Oil! 


During stops, oil drains off vital engine Use Miracle Power to protect engines 
parts and it takes up to five minutes to with a breathlike lubricating film. It is 
pump it back after starting. Meantime, not a purge—not a detergent—not a 
dry metal grinds against dry metal. “soup-up” chemical—it treats & 
Result: wear ... lost power... repairs. the engine, not the oil. 


Miracle Power Division 

THE PARTS CORPORATION 

611 AP Building ¢* Toledo 1, Ohio 
Manufacturers of: 

MUFFLERS « PIPES « MIRACLE POWER «dof 123 


Get Miracle Power (money back guarantee) at gas 

Stations, garages and Ford, Kaiser-Frazer, Willys . — 

and other cat dealers — 75c ($1.00 in Canada) © The AP Parts Corp., 1953 


it is not affected by ex- 
treme temperatures. The 
colloidal synthetic 
graphite and other 
special lubricants in 
Miracle Power cling to 
metal ... protect engines against 
heat and wear. Oil burns at 550°. 
Higher engine temperatures prove 
you need Miracle Power to goatee 
adequate lubrication. 


PUTS THE 


ENGINE 
PERFORMANCE’ 


and cars. 


Duane Carter, famous international rac- of repair bills because | get lubrica- 
er, uses Miracle Power in his own racers tion even when oil is temporarily ab- 


“Miracle Power has saved me a lot draulic valve lifter troubles.” 


sent. And Miracle Power prevents hy- 


Satisfaction 


by 
Eastern Auto 
Custom 
Accessories 


18 gauge aaa extends inwards 7/2” .. . replaces 
complete center bar on ‘51 without further altera- 
tion . . . additional requirements on ‘49 Ford are 
‘51 top molding & hood conversion plus 1950 or Mail Order— 
1951 parking lights . . . on 


molding & hood conversion. 


“custom SEZ 
1949- 49-51 FORD GRILLE BAR 


GRILLE CONVERSIONS—WE GOT ‘EM ) 


‘50 Ford, 1951 top 


1951 CHEVY — TRIM 
Fits all ‘51 Chevy models, makes ‘em look like Here's a deal you can’t afford to ss 
brand new 1952's. Simple installation, no drilling up. This massive Grille Trim, for 1950's 25% deposit on all or 
or cutting. Complete set of 5 bars 


a steal af... 


e 
* 
mail Order—$20. 95. At 95 
* 


ER $5 95 only, is on special, 


Los Angeles 7, Calif. 


1952 FORD GRILLE BAR MERCURY FLOATING GRILLE BAR 


” Replaces complete center bar without 
no drilling, no cutting 
. bolts in place using present holes. 


$20.95 


Designed particularly for ‘49-50 
At Store— $1 9.95 Mercury but has universal applica- ! 


1950 CHEVY GRILLE TRIM @ Give your car that “Big Car,” expensive 


while they last... 


tion, can be adapted to many 
ferent conversions . . . overall length 4 4012", width 8” 
. « horizontal “floating” grille . no visible 
meons of attachment . . . just drill 3 holes to install. 


ELECTRIC DOOR AND TRUNK KIT... Practical 
electric conversions for push-button operation of doors 
& trunk. Easy to install & operate. Reliable & theft- 
proof. Throw away handies, fill in holes. Trunk kii 
fits & Mercury 1937-52 .. . GM 1949-52 (exce 
‘49 Olds 98). Door kit fits all makes, all models. 


TRUNK KIT—$9.95 DOOR KIT—$19.95 


* 
look with these gleaming grille beauties! he 
Postage COD. Add orders. Price ‘in Calif 


9.95 


3319 MT-2, So. Grand Ave. TGA catalog of latest custom 


— itustrated, 
only 25c to 
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The cutting torch is a two-way instrument; you can use your 
torch to cut away excess metal, then weld the cut sections back 


i 


Again the torch shows its usefulness, this 
time for leading to fill in hollows and 
welded seams. First, clean the metal; then 


Files are available flat, curved or circular. Each is intended 
for a specific type of curve. The 44 grit is best for general work 
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heat it and rub on a tinning compound 
with steel wool. Next, melt the lead stick 
onto the body with the torch. Then melt 


together with it. A bottle or a generator can supply the acety- 
lene. For a small shop, you'll find the bottle more econamical 


it again and spread it into shape with a 
beeswax-coated lead paddle (purchased 
rough and shaped to fit individual needs) 


Large shops use power tin snips, but two pairs of hand snips, 
one each for light and heavy gauge metals, will do for home 
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Here are the tools and 
what they'll cost. 


TOOL is like a man’s pipe. Properly 

broken in, it can become a good 
friend. But like all things mechanical, 
tools have limits. They have one function, 
and one function only: they help you do 
things you can’t do with your hands 
alone. Tools cannot think for themselves 
but with a modicum of mental effort on 
the part of their owner they become im- 
portant accessories. 

A good set of tools is a necessity in any 
customizing project, for customizing de- 
pends on three factors: imagination, abili- 
ty, and tools. Imagination is difficult to 
describe, and ability comes with experi- 
ence, but here you will find every tool 
you'll need. 

The photo at right shows a complete 
“tool shop” for customizing, with prices 
for the professional and amateur tools. 

For the uninitiated, two pointers: The 
best lead for bodies is a 30/70 mixture. 
Lead comes in star and triangle shapes. 
Star lead solder holds heat better and is 
usually used in a lead gun. The triangle 
shape is normally used in stick form and 
melted directly onto the body. 

Beeswax comes in powdered and solid 
form. Keep powder in an open can or box 
so you can dip the lead paddle into it 
easily. Cake beeswax can be kept in a pie 
tin. Oil, though it lubricates the paddle, 
is not recommended. It seeps for weeks 
after the job is finished, and may ruin a 
handsome paint job with oil bubbles. 


Text, Photos by Robert Lee Behme 


At right, two or three body hammers will 
meet the needs of a small shop. You'll 
need a big “dinning hammer” for heavier 
work. A smaller double-ended hammer, 
with one end flat and the other for minute 
areas, is useful. Dollies come in 12 sizes 
and shapes, but here too, two or three will 
do. You can use a dolly to work hot or 
cold metal. You'll need heat sometimes, 
but too much of it can easily cause crys- 
tallizing. Cold metal is safer for the novice 


Far right, grinders are invaluable. Number 
16 grit is best for paint removal, 36 and 
50 for all-around work; you'll also want a 
24 grit. Grinders will clean out wells, too 
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CHECK LIST 


FOR YOUR OWN SHOP 


TOOLS Professi | Amat 
Quality Quality 
. Goggles $2.75 $2.00 
. Torch lighter 45 same 
Torch 15.00 12.00 
Cutting attachment 25.00 18.50 
Torch tip 2.75 1.50 
Solder spread compound 1.50 same 
Solder paddle -50 same 
Sanders 77.00- 40.00- 
100.00 75.00 
. Sanding grits -45-.76 .45-.67 
Beeswax 45 same 


TOOLS Pr £. A ry 
Quality Quality 
10. Tinning compound 2.50 1.50 
11. Files: 14-in. straight 2.55 same 
12-in. shell 2.65 same 
File holders 1.50-3.50 same 
12. H s (cost depend 
on size) 2.75-4.51 same 
13. Dollies (cost depends 
on size) 3.00-4.50 same 
Stick solder, not shown 
(30/70, star or triangle) .65 lb. same 
Welding rod, not shown .28 Ib. same 
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NEW BOOKS 


CAR DRIVING AS AN ART 
price $3.00 


S. C, H. “Sammy” Davis, one time winner of the 
le Mans Grand Prix—toughest test of driving skill 
in the world—puts his incomparable pen to the 
wheel for the purpose of acquainting everyone who 
drives with the finer points of car mastery. Even 
though you have been ag all your life you will 
be amazed at what there is yet to learn about: 
@ Driving in Traffic @ Rain @ Ice @ Fog & @ Snow. 
Written in the most enjoyable Davis manner this 
profusely illustrated volume will prove to the most 
experienced that car driving is an ART & one which 
can be nicely polished by contact with a master. 
The chapter on DRIVING FOR PERFORMANCE is 
alone worth the price of the book. Over 180 pages. 


you 
CAN DRAW = 
CARS 


can 
price $2.50 draw 


is the answer to putting your car ideas on paper to 
look like something that can be built. From pencil 
outline to finished rendering the subjejct is thoroly 
covered in text and illustration. Anyone who has 
used a pencil with the thought of sketching a car 
will appreciate this book. 


DUESENBERG—America’s Mightiest Car......$5.00 
Complete coverage 81/2"'x11", 165 oy 225 pho- 
tos, 50 drawings of cars & mechanica details. 
THE CLASSIC CORD 3.50 
160 pages, 250 illustrations of cars, details, charts 
of models L-29, 810 & 812. Road test of 810. 

THE AMERICAN ROLLS ROYCE...................... $5.00 
160 es, 100 photos, 60 line drawings of Ameri- 
can built Ghost, Phantom |, Phantom II. 

MAGIC OF A NAME-—Story of Rolls-Royce $6.00 
An inspiring account of the car and its founders. 
Send for FREE 1953 Catalog—300 Titles 
AUTOBOOKS 
2708-T MAGNOLIA BLVD., BURBANK, CALIF. 


-STARTS 
WARM-UP 
CCF AME 


with Sensational New 
SISSON 


Positive, dependable electric 
choking gives quick, easy 
starts every time in any 
weather. Smoother warm-up 
stalling ... no flooding 
M0 seasonal adjustment! 
Perfect for stepped up speed, 
power! Electrimatic fits any 
car equipped for automatic 
choking. $5 complete. 
Sisson Choke, 1648 Ohio Ave. 
Anderson, Indiana 


C) Please send FREE illustrated folder 
C) Tenclose $5 (ck. or money order) for 1 Choke 
O Ship C. O. D.—I will pay postage 


Car Year. Cyt 
Carburetor Make. 

Name 

City. State. 
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(Continued from page forty-six) 
veloped his abilities and reputation to 
such a point that it did not break his 
stride. He formed a new partnership with 
a French banker and named the firm Fer- 
nandez and Darrin. He was retained as a 
consulting engineer by most of the great 
European manufacturers as well as Stutz, 
General Motors, Dodge, and Studebaker. 
When he designed for the Barker Coach- 
works of London, they put his nameplate 
beside their own ancient crest—an honor 
nearly equivalent to an introduction at 
court. 

Darrin had become a name with magic 
in it. His cars stopped crowds all over the 
world. And bold, new ideas still poured 
off his drawing boards—such as the drop- 
head coupe which he developed and in- 
troduced. In his search for a way to 
lengthen the hoods of his more “sporty” 
models, he invented under-the-cow] steer- 
ing (see page 34, top left photo). Besides 
increasing the racy appearance of his 
sports models, the design improved over- 
all visibility to such an extent that Dar- 
rin was awarded the Brevet D’Invention. 

By the early Thirties Darrin had passed 
the experimental stage in the development 
of his art, and had become confident, con- 
trolled, and even subdued in his tech- 
niques of design. As he puts it, “When 
we first started in Paris, nobody knew any- 
thing about designing cars. We used to 
clutter them up with molding and orna- 
ments because we didn’t know any better. 
But I tried to avoid ornamentation as I 
learned more, and to build the car so that 
its lines alone were enough.” 

The latest cars he designed in Europe 
show amazing flexibility in concept. Some 
of his cars achieve their effect through a 
feeling of massive power (see the Pan- 
hard photo on page 34, lower left) while 
others attain beauty through graceful, 
flowing curves (see center lower photo, 
page 34). 

At the peak of his successes in Europe 
the devaluation of the dollar and the 
ominous international situation in 1937 
caused Darrin to pack up and return to 
America. His arrival in California has al- 
ready been described. After an overwhelm- 
ing success in selling all of Europe on the 
idea of an American coachbuilder, it was 
not too difficult to sell Americans a world 
famous Parisien designer. 

Once Darrin settled down in Holly- 
wood, he completely discontinued the use 
of molding and designed his cars with 
clear, sweeping lines that were almost 
totally unencumbered with ornaments. 
One of his most beautiful cars, the Rolls- 
Royce designed for the Countess Di 
Frasso, is absolutely devoid of anything 
that might be called decoration. More 
than any other single car, it demonstrates 
that Darrin had reached that point of 
artistic maturity where he could forget 
tricky technique and think in terms of 
pure form. 


Strangely enough, this car was one of 
the last “one off” cars that Darrin con- 
structed. The shop on the Sunset Strip 
had started well. Rudy Stoessel and Burt 
Chalmers (who are now partners in 
Coachcraft Ltd. of Hollywood) were in 
charge of construction and sales and the 
shop was well organized. Darrin was turn- 
ing out incomparable cars; but from the 
standpoint of the classic car fan, things 
went to pot when the first Packard Dar- 
rin was delivered to Clark Gable. 

The car was too good, and so many or- 
ders were received that Darrin had no 
time to think of anything else. About 15 
were constructed on the Sunset Strip, and 
then Packard took over production. From 
that time until the war started, Darrin 
was immersed in the details of designing 
production cars for Packard. 

The war stopped everything, of course, 
and Darrin went out of business as a de- 
signer. Since he had served as an air ob- 
server with the 71st Escadrille during the 
first world war, and had spent some time 
in 1919 as a manager of a scheduled air- 
line, Darrin was chosea for the post of 
field commander in an army contract 
flight school. Actually, it was a good job, 
but Darrin was never satisfied with it. He 
had wanted to fly himself, but both the 
Canadian and United States air force had 
rejected him for being beyond the age 
limit. 

Almost immediately after the war, Dar- 
rin was placed under contract by Kaiser 
and stepped into a bitter feud with the 
salaried designers on the plant payroll. 
Although he was doing handsomely from a 
financial standpoint (he received 75 cents 
for each Frazer, and 50 cents for each 
Kaiser that came off the assembly line) 
his ideas were either ignored or distorted 
beyond recognition. However, through the 
benevolent intervention of Kaiser himself, 
he saw his ideas brought to fruition in the 
1951 model. It was put into’ production 
with Darrin’s plans almost unchanged, 
and before the paint was dry on the first 
model off the assembly line, the car won 
the Grand Prix D’Honneur at the Cannes 
auto show. 

Although Darrin’s contract with Kaiser 
forbids him to do any free-lance designing, 
he is far from inactive. He is at present 
furiously engaged in the preparation of 
five new Fiberglas sports cars for delivery 
to the Kaiser factory. If everything goes 
well, these cars should be in factory pro- 
duction within a year and will be sold at 
around $2,800. 

Like almost everything Darrin does, the 
new sports car is radically original. The 
top folds completely out of sight under 
the rear deck. Cleverly designed sliding 
doors remove the worry about curb height. 
so the car is extremely low—only 34 
inches. It is constructed on a Henry J chas- 
sis, and with the light Fiberglas body to 
improve the power-weight ratio, the car 
may fill a long-felt need in this country. 
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let us hope that Kaiser adds a respectable 
powerplant and pays some careful atten- 
tion to the suspension system. 

It is obvious that the King of the 
Coachbuilders is still willing to fight for 
his crown, even against such formidable 
antagonists as Ghia and Farina. 

Darrin is a healthy, athletic-looking 
man who shows little sign of his 50 and 
some odd years, and he drives himself 
with a furious energy that wears even his 
younger assistants to the ground when 
they try to match it. 

It is an interesting situation. Nash has 
Pinan Farina, and Kaiser has Darrin. Both 
companies have demonstrated that they 
are willing to chance something new. 

We can be sure that something will pop 
somewhere. 

—Jim Earp 


Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page ten) 


in the center of the steering wheel bearing 
the owner’s name, and new chrome body 
trim. The car also has been lowered about 
two inches. 

Now that stock passenger cars are being 
powered with engines developing well over 
200 bhp, and capable of attaining speeds up 
to 117 mph, the problem of controlling these 
vehicles is of utmost importance. 

Braking, or the ability to stop such 
high-powered cars quickly, efficiently, 
and safely under all conditions, is there- 
fore receiving top priority in the auto 
industry these days. 

Among the alternatives being considered 
is the dise brake; and, a firm in St. Joseph, 
Michigan has announced a unit which it 
claims will meet the requirements of modern 
automobiles. The company is Auto Special- 
ties and the device is called the Auseco 
Lambert dise brake. 

Modern American cars use drum-type 
brakes, a principle over 50 years old. The 
recent addition of power boosters has not 
increased the capacity of the brake itself to 
perform its job. Such devices only make it 
easier for the driver to actuate the brakes. 
Actually, according to Auto Specialties, pow- 
er boosters increase the problems of modern 
drum brakes because they step up line pres- 
sures and develop even higher heat than 
previously. These factors combine to dis- 
tort drums, wear lining, and create fade. 

In addition, the company points out sev- 
eral other developments in car design com- 
bining to make present drum-type brakes 
relatively inefficient. These include automatic 
transmissions which virtually eliminate the 
engine as a braking force, heavier cars, and 
smaller wheels limiting drum brakes to 11 
or 12 inches in diameter. 

The double dise brake principle ap- 
pears to be the most practical method 
for safer control of modern cars. A re- 
cent dynamometer test of the Ausco Lambert 
unit showed that it provided greater ca- 
pacity in a given size, a nine-inch disc brake 
being equal to a 12-inch drum type. 

(Continued on next page) 


February 1953 


for tire d spri igs 


Air Lifts installed in the rear of your car offer an entirely new 
approach to solve your over-load and trailer hauling problems. 


Air Lifts cushion your front suspensions to prevent spine 
shattering jolts. They restore sagging springs, save your 
tires, save costly front-end repair bills and make driving safer. 


Nothing to Remove — Quickly and Easily Installed. 
SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR WRITE TO: 


AIR LIFT CO. 


2330 W. MAIN STREET 
LANSING, MICHIGAN 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 
For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign-make 
car can only be secured with wrenches that fit! 
From Snap-on, leading manufacturer of standard 
automotive service tools, you can get wrenches 
and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
.172” to 1.670” (for English cars). 
In metric sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. 
to 32 mm. Available only from Snap-on branches 
or direct from factory. Write for free Metric 
Whitworth folder and standard tool catalog. 


Kenosha, Wis. 
Fifty-one 
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| THE CHOICE OF BETTER MECHANICS 
_ Snap-on Tools Corporation it 


CAR OWNERS SHOVE 
$10 BILLS IN YOUR POCKET 


WHEN YOU SHOW THEM 
AMERICA’S GREATEST AUTO 
SEAT COVER VALUES 


including 


BAMBOO 


NEWEST SEAT COVER SENSATION 


BIG MOWEY FULL OR SPARE TIME 


Want extra money—plenty ef it day after day? Then rush your 
name and address at once for Free Sample Outfit that will start you 
taking orders from car owners everywhere for Key expertly tailored 
Auto Seat Covers. EXCLUSIVE NEW PATTERNS to fit every 
make and model car. No one can compete with you, in wide choice, 
in quality—and in expert tailoring that makes covers fit like a pair 


of gloves—and when you quote prices that are only a fraction of | 


what the customer expects to pay, brother! You make money hand 


over fist writing up the fast orders! Line includes nationally adver- | 


tised sensations like BLACK EBONY Saran, beautiful BAM 
brilliant FIESTA, colorful BULL FIGHTER PLAIDS, plus many 
other exclusive patterns to choose from, all at unbelievably low 
prices. 


Rush Name for FREE Outfit 
Give MAKE, YEAR and MODEL of YOUR CAR 


No opetee needed. Make all the extra money you need easily 
just by ! Every car ewner a “hot” prospect. YEAR 
AROUND STEADY PROFITS. No investment to make. 

seat covers given te producers for OWN USE! Write for Free Selling 
Kit valued at $2.00 and actual samples TODAY! 


KEY PRODUCTS CORP., Dept. 104-B 
800 N. CLARK ST., CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 


Did You Know That 
One of Our... 


Will do more to truly customize 
- your Ford or Mercury at less 
cast, in less time, with less effort 
§ than any other single method? 


For free literature, installation in- 
= structions, price lists, etc. Write— 


GILBERTCRAFTS 
15 Jessie St. 


eet Brockville, Ontario, Canada 


TRICLONE—developed by a former I. G. Far- 
ben chemist. A carefully formulated additive 
containing a powerful detergent. Extreme pres- 
sure agent. varnish remover, and rust inhibiter. 
Cleans engine, suspends dirt, possesses phenom- 
enal film strength. Designed for competition and 
heavy duty engines. 8 oz. bottle. Only $1.00 
postpaid. Competition Chemicals, Box 141, Iowa 
Palls, Iowa. 
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FIX YOUR FORD save 


For owners and mechanics. By Bill Toboldt, Motor 
Service Magazine. Covers Ford V-8's and 6's, 1932 to 
1952. Gives you know-how of hundreds of top Ford 
service men. Includes repair, service shortcuts and 
kinks, tune-up specifications, how to increase ig and 
tire mileage, make car run better, last worth 
more. Hot rods and speed-ups too. Simple, — 
this ad and mail with name, address and $2.50. M: 
ck in S days if vou want it. 


GOODHEART-WILLCOX 
Dept. 193, 1321 S$. Michigan Ave., Chicage 5 


How You Can WALK AWAY from an ACCIDENT © 


We have the new NYLON safety belts for your 
car—any make or model. Harmonizing colors to 
match your interior. C.A.A. approved. Individual 
belts $14.95 (each) 


CITY LINCOLN-MERCURY CO. 
605-H So. Park Pasadena, Ca 


MANUFACTURERS DISTRIBUTORS 
AUTOMOTIVE POWER EQUIPMENT 
SEND FOR C 
ILLUSTRATED C 
enhauser 
EQUIPMENT 


AVE 
LOS AN CA 


PHONE 
CA 2-1330 


(Continued from preceding page) 

Other advantages cited are up to 50 per 
cent less effort to operate disc brakes due 
to a self-energizing feature, a self-adjusting 
mechanism which compensates for brake 
lining wear, elimination of fade due to use 
of aluminum housings which dissipate heat 
more efficiently, greater braking area, longer 
life, and mechanical simplicity. 

Operation of the Ausco Lambert double 
disc brake is not too complicated. When 
activated, opposed pistons in opposite-spaced 
hydraulic cylinders impart opposite rotation 


Up to 50 per cent less effort is required to 
operate the new Ausco Lambert disc brake 


to the discs. This motion causes the discs to 
separate uniformly, thereby rolling balls up 
the ramp of generated ball seats until the 
lining segments contact the rotating friction 
surfaces (see photograph). 

The actuating discs then turn in the di- 
rection of wheel rotation until the pistons 
opposed to the direction of rotation are 
seated against a web in the bottom of the 
cylinders. A small hole through the cylinder 
web cushions the piston movement so that 
they come into position without noise. 

The actuating disc adjoining the seated 
pistons is the torque, or secondary disc; 
and the opposite disc is the energizing, or 
primary, disc as it is guided by the energizing 
elements. This provides equal braking effect 


against either forward or reverse movement, 

A gas turbine for automotive use is 
under serious consideration by a group 
of Detroit engineers and sportsmen. The 
combine is appraising it as a possibility for 
a future Indianapolis car. 

The engine would be about the size of an 
MG powerplant, and would develop over 400 
bhp. Major problem is cost, estimated to‘ be 
at least six figures. If this project is carried 
out, the car could be ready by 1954. 

Latest word on V-8 engines is that 
Plymouth has a design fairly well fi- 
nalized. Jt may be ready about the same 
time Chevrolet brings one out, possibly a 
year from now. Biggest bottleneck to the 
production of both of them is inability to 
acquire manufacturing tools. 

The drift towards an American pro. 
duction sports car continues to gain mo- 
mentum. General Motors is moving into 
the spotlight with the unveiling at its New 
York show of the experimental three-seater 
“Le Mans” and “Wildcat” by Cadillac and 
Buick, respectively. Designed to test public 
opinion, these cars could be prototypes of 
models to be placed on next year’s market. 

Here in Detroit, Chevrolet is reported 
to be developing a _ high-performance 
model for the enthusiast. Currently under 
study is a car using a Fiberglas body, an 
engine developing 140-150 bhp, a price tag 
in the neighborhood of $3,000-$3,500. 

A limited production series of luxury four- 
door sedans is being introduced around the 


_ country by Kaiser-Frazer. Known as the 


“Dragon,” it features a padded top of em- 
bossed vinyl. A choice of four colors is of- 
fered to harmonize with body finishes. 

Other distinguishing marks include gold- 
plated exterior body trim, the owner’s name 
and identification plate gilded and fitted 
to the glove compartment door. 

An extensive list of accessories is included 
as standard for “Dragon” models. Included 
are Hydra-Matic transmission, tinted glass, 
radio with seat speaker, white side walls, 
windshield washers, and defrosters. 

Three popular independent makes are cur- 
rently attracting attention throughout the 
country. Changes are not sensational, but 


ACTUATING 
DISC 


The new double disc brake, offered by Auto Specialties of St. Joseph, Mich., has the 
capability to stop high-powered cars more quickly and with less effort, it is claimed 


Motor Trend 
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carry out themes of good, dependable trans- 
portation. 

Following a successful year of introducing 
a new car to the American motoring world, 
Willys announces several series for 1953, 
including four-door sedans and _ hard- 
top models. Two engines are also available. 

First of the four-door models to be shown 
is the Aero Lark. It is powered by a six- 
cylinder L-Head engine developing 75 bhp @ 
4000 rpm. Compression ratio is 6.9:1. It dis- 
places 161 cubic inches and has a bore and 
stroke of 34%x31% inches. Torque is 125 lbs.-ft. 
@ 2000 rpm. 

Two other new series are the Aero Eagle 
Hard-top and the Aero Falcon, two- and 
four-door models. These are powered by the 
six-cylinder F-Head engine which develops 
90 bhp @ 4200 rpm. Compression ratio is 
7.6:1. Displacement, bore and stroke are the 
same as the L-Head, but torque is 135 lbs.- 
ft. @ 1600 rpm. 

Another series of custom styled cars pow- 
ered by the F-Head engine is expected to 


Recent dynamometer test of new brake 
indicates a greater capacity for stopping 


be announced shortly. It will be called the 
Aero Ace. 

Engine changes over the 1952 version in 
this powerplant include phosphorus coating 
of the camshaft, chromed piston rings, and 
improved balancing of the drive shaft. 

Numerous suspension refinements have 
been made in all Willys cars to provide 
softer riding and easier steering. Shock ab- 
sorbers are of the self-adjusting type. 

Nash has several interesting engineer- 
ing improvements, but styling is untouched 
except for louvers in the air scoop on the 
cowl and the addition of a hood ornament 
which might cause Pinin Farina, to frown. 

The Ambassador series will be pow- 
ered with the regular 120 bph “Super 
Jetfire” again this year. An optional engine 
is available, however. It is the “Le Mans” 
dual jetfire which is essentially the same as 
that used last year in the famed 24-hour 
French race by a Nash-Healey. It develops 
140 bhp @ 4000 rpm with a compression ra- 
tio of 8.0:1. Two side-draught carburetors 

(Continued on page sixty-six) 
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Customize Your Car to Look Like a 
Foreign Sports Car 


Dealer 
Inquiries 
Invited 
IT’S STREAMLINED WITH SHARP, CRISP LINES! 
* BODY STEEL—Choice of Here’s the “Sports Scoop” that you’ve been waiting for . . . the 
Primed or Chrome Finish new, simple and economical way to customize your car to look like 
* a foreign sports car! 
The Primed ‘Sports Scoop” can be painted to blend with your 
& SIZE: 202 x7% x1% Sports | Car. Chrome “Sports coop” will also give your car that dis- 
* EASILY INSTALLED tinct, diff and g look! A little personal talent can make 
the ‘Sports Sena functional and individually customized with 
‘in $7795. Chrome $995 body lead. Will fit any car that has a solid hood and no protrusions 


Finish —— on top of the hood .. . also can be modified to fit any car. ORDER 
TODAY! MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 
For this New Oy send $7.95 (primed) or $9.95 (chrome) in check, cash, or money order (post- 
paid) or C.O.D. plus postage to: 


FUR SALES, 1031 E. 63rd Street * Chicago 37, Ill. + Dept. MT 


PHINGED FOR CLEANING 


Here’s what you've been waiting for! These snappy, chrome 95 
lightguards fit all sealed beam equipped cars and are adapt- 6 

able to other headlights including foreign cars and trucks. 2 pair 
Send in your order today—immediate delivery. 3% Sales Tax in Mich. 


Send check or Money Order. No C.O.D.’s Dealer inquiries invited. 


DOBARD PROD. P. O. BOX 5194, DEPT. M-2 


DETROIT 35, MICHIGAN 
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CLASSIC COMMENTS 


How to Restore a 


$50.00 CLASSIC 


To take a dilapidated classic and restore it to its original spotless 
condition takes a lot of perseverance. Here is a human interest 


story of one who went through the process and is proud of the result 


NOTE; Among the material we have re- 
ceived from our readers (which we ap- 
preciate very much) is a story demon- 
Strating the perseverance and ultimate 
success of a Detroit classic car enthustast. 
It is crammed with human interest and 
yet contains much material vital to en- 
thusiasts. Most important of all, it is fac- 
tual proof that the classic car field is open 
to individuals inexperienced in mechani- 
cal knowledge and ability. The letter is 
reprinted here in the hope that it may en- 
courage undecided fans to take decisive 
action in the purchase of the classic of 
their choice.—R.J.G. 


Dear Mr. Gottlieb: 

Enclosed you will find two snapshots of 
my pride and joy. It is a 1934 Packard 
Super Eight Victoria, with body by Diet- 
rich, presently painted with eight coats of 
metallic blue lacquer. 

At the risk of committing an act of con- 
ceit, I have enclosed “before and after” 
shots of the car. The car in the “before” 
shot has been altered only by the instal- 
lation of six good tires and a wash job. 
These pictures were taken about a year 
and a half apart. 

Classics are very scarce in Detroit, per- 
haps because this is the mecca of automo- 
biledom. When one finally does find a car, 
the owner usually wants a mortgage on 
the purchaser’s house before he will part 
with it. For example,.a large lot here on 
Livernois (Detroit’s used car row) is hold- 
ing a 1931 eight-cylinder Auburn converti- 
ble sedan, unrestored, for $1075. An- 
other lot is holding a roughly restored 
1931 Auburn 12-cylinder roadster for 
$1500. I looked for my car for more 
than a year. 

I am a full time student at Wayne Uni- 
versity and have to work part time to 
make expenses. You can readily imagine 
how much I was able to spare for a clas- 
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sic. Nevertheless, Motor Trenp had 
planted the seed of classicism and I knew 
I would not rest until I, too, owned a 
classic. My initial investment had to be 
small and my restoration costs stretched 
over a long period of time. 

I spotted the car in a parking lot one 
day. Before I could get the license number 
it was gone and I was sure I would never 
see it again. Some time later, I again 
spotted the car in traffic and obtained the 
license number. Through this I was able 
to trace the owner, a young teen-ager who 
made frequent changes of address. I 
reached him at the right time. as winter 
was approaching and the car was badly in 
need of engine repairs; in fact it was not 
being driven regularly. The teen-ager was 
glad to get a little over fifty dollars for 
the car and I am sure he thought I was 
completely insane. At the time, I really 
had to scout around to get the money too. 
The car was a real challenge to drive 
home. It missed, sputtered. stalled, heat- 
ed up, and had no brakes. Nevertheless, 
I did manage to get it home and into a 
rented garage about a block from the 
house. This was a safe distance so the fam- 
ily would not know T had it. 

I was unable to work on the car until 
summer vacation as my schedule of school 
and part time work allowed me very little 
time for personal things. The restoration 
period was therefore broken up into my 
two summer vacations. During each sum- 
mer, I worked eight hours at a store, but 
after this my time was my own, or rather 
the Packard’s. I practically slept in the 
rented garage. When the family learned of 
the monster the reception afforded the car 
was anything but warm; in short, they 
didn’t like it. 

Despite the familiar ribbing I took at 
regular intervals, I ripped into the engine 
the first day of the 1951 summer vaca- 
tion. My uncle, a retired garage man, was 
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By Robert J. Gottlieb 


my consulting engineer despite the fact 
that he took a very dim view of the proj- 
ect. I had puttered around with Fords 
and Chevrolets before and had helped my 
uncle, occasionally washing parts for him 
and handing him wrenches, but that was 
the extent of my mechanical experience. 
Although things about the engine amazed 
me daily, I rebuilt it with no parts left 
over and it turned out fairly good. The 
replacement of three broken valve springs 
and some badly burned valves, along with 
a new set of rings, made the engine like 
new—well, practically like new. Next I 
tackled the brakes. New linings were in- 
stalled and somehow I badgered the vac- 
uum booster into working order. As my 
vacation was about over, I stripped off all 
the chrome parts that could be removed 
without forcing the car into temporary re- 
tirement. 

During the winter months I had my 
chroming done piece by piece. Every Fri- 
day night, I would rush home from work 
and carefully wrap the newly plated piece 
in wax paper and tuck it into a labeled 
bag so that it would be readily accessible 
when installation time arrived. This pro- 
voked many a snide remark from the fam- 
ily, but my courage was undaunted. In 
my spare moments, I corresponded with 
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parts sources I had discovered through an 
ad in the Sell ’n’ Swap column of Mo- 
TOR TREND. By Spring, I had most of my 
plating done and my paris safely stored. 
All the while, I was working under a strict 
budget and frequently skipped lunch as a 
result of my love for the car. 

I again commenced work on my project 
in the summer of 1952, maintaining orig- 
inality throughout the entire restoration 
process. The engine work was a snap com- 
pared to bumping, leading, sanding and 
tubbing. When I worked on the engine I 
could see my efforts shaping instantly, but 
when I worked on the body, it was hard 
to see visible signs of progress. The work 
was being done under the watchful but 
disdainful eyes of my uncle. He was con- 
sulted when obstacles seemed insurmount- 
able, but he always had an answer. 

There were times when I despised the 
day I first saw the Packard, but somehow 
I always managed to smile and conceal 
my thoughts’ when friends inquired about 
the “junker.” Every fender needed work. 
There were holes which had to be filled 
and an impromptu hayrack had to be re- 
moved. The radiator grille had to be dis- 
assembled bar by bar for plating. A new 
piano-type hinge had to be fabricated 
from two old cracked hinges. The running 


February 1953 


Here is positive proof that it can be done—restoring a classic, that is. Bob Helfenstein 


of Detroit, Michigan purchased the relic on the left for a sum of a little over fifty 
dollars. Spending a year and a half of spare time produced this impressive completely 


restored classic. The car is a 1934 Packard Super Eight convertible with body by 
Dietrich—now a creation that would satisfy the most meticulous craftsman or artist. 
It takes ambition and perseverance to transform a mass of rusted iron into a gleaming, 
well-mannered show-piece. The reasons, though myriad, are based on the fundamental 
and natural flow of affection for that which the individual creates. And who will claim 
that transfiguration as complete as this is not, in effect, creation? 


boards needed repair. One of the greatest 
challenges was fabricating the lower part 
of the windshield frame, which had com- 
pletely rusted off. After months of deliber- 
ation with no solution, I thought of using 
aluminum channel as a substitute. After 
much gentle shaping, an end-product was 
obtained that was so similar to the origi- 
nal that only a purist would know the dif- 
ference. 

The body had to be completely sanded 
down to the metal, as one of the previous 
owners had seen fit to give the car a 
healthy coat of dark blue house paint. The 
application of the lacquer was Simple, but 
rubbing down by hand was slow. However, 
the work was made easier because I could 
see immediate progress. Trimmers at the 
local top shop were reluctant to work on 
a classic and they worked on the car only 
when they did not have a modern car in 
the shop. Consequently, I was given the 
run-around for nearly a week until I final- 
ly revolted. The top turned out nice but 
vandals had scratched areas of the body 
unmercifully. This necessitated a lot more 
work but I rectified the situation. About 


this time the school bell rang and I was 
just able to get all the hardware assembled 
and back on the car. 

The interior of the car is not yet re- 
stored. The leather is in very good shape 
and a little sewing and saddle soap will 
make it very presentable. New floor mats 
will be made this winter. The mahogany 
wood trim on the dash and doors has been 
refinished and this makes the interior look 
as though it had already been restored. 
The original eight-day Waltham wind-up 
clock on the dash is running‘ and has not 
lost a minute in the past year and a half. 

There are two things to be remembered 
by anyone contemplating the restoration 
of a classic. Regardless of whether he does 
the work himself or has it done, the owner 
should always figure that (1) the job 
will take twice as long as he thinks it 
reasonably should; and (2) the cost will 
always be about twice as much as original- 
ly estimated (if he is lucky). 

I hope you will print the pictures, 
Bob, and perhaps tell a little of my ex- 
perience with the car. Maybe this will en. 

(Continued on next page) 


Fifty-five 


4 
bed . 
fact 
rds 
um 
was 
zed 
left 
The 
ngs 
; 
ith 
ike a 
t 
In- 
ac- 
my 
all 
ved 
re- 
my 
ork 
pce 
led 
ble 
ro- 
m- 
In 
ith 
nd 


STOP THAT 
OIL BURNER! 


GET THAT “NEW CAR” PERFORMANCE WITH 


‘Rinq- Re-Nu 


TRADE-MARK 


MOTOR RECONDITIONER KIT 


No er: for costly overhauling. Simply pour 
P.V-R d in to clean en- 
gine; remove gum, tar and varnish. Then 
squeeze RING-RE-NU in cylinders . . . forms 
a pliable, lubricating seal around worn rings. 

fores power and 
oil nm and piston slap. Good for 10,000 
plus miles . applied 
in a few minutes. Order 
Genuine RING-RE-NU...not 
@ foreign import. Made in 
America for American en- 
gineered engines. Guaran- 
teed not to harm your engine. 


2 tube kit — for er engines — Gulch Road- 
master, Cadillac, La Salle, Lincoin, 
Packard 6, Oids 88 and 96— $8.95 postpaid. 
(31.00 deposit required on all C.0.0. orders) 
10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Free descriptive foider available on request. 


RICHIE DISTRIBUTING, INC. 


Madison Ave., Dept. E2, Cleveland 7, 


AUTHENTIC RACE CAR 


(MODELS 


“Easy to Assemble” 

| Beautiful, realistic scale 
model race cars — Ideal 
for racing or ornaments! 
Most detailed parts ready 
ishaped, rubber - tired 
wheels. Easy instructions. 


Hobbiest SCALE CAR KITS, 0 my $1.98 ea. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed—Check it(s) Wanted: 


Enclosed find $..... hip C.0.0. 
Midget Racer Roadster | 
Indianapolis Racer English M.G. 
V-8 Stock Car Bluebird ; 
IStreamliner Speedboat 


ALMQUIST ENGINEERING—Milford 27-T, Pa. 
BUY DIRECT 


save aoc. CUSTOM SEAT COVERS 


Piastic-coated Fiber 
.Complete Front & Back 
look at these features! 
VDouble stitched & 
bound. VFull fiber panels. 
VFiber borders on front 
cushion. VFull welt— 
perfect fit. VFor 1941- 
1953. cars. Finest 
fiber. $18.95 


KLEINMAN’ 


Full Body information. 
WOODWARD 
TT 


[jMaroon )Biue [Green 
insufficient brake fluid 
A DANGEROUS CONDITION! 
it is important that the brake master c + 
inder fluid be maintained at ‘‘full level.’ 
Easily Fe ange this sight gage simplifies | 
filling, helps keep dirt and water out of | 
brake system. Order a Bowers Hydraulic 
Fluid Sight Gage today. Only age ppd. 
ae make, year of car. Frank M. Bowers 
23 So. Grevillea, Inglewood 1, Cal. 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS $1450 


(for Car Ceiling) 
send sample material. Head- "repaid or C.0.0. 
liner if possible. 


Dept. MT-264, 2065 Hampton Bivd., St. Louis 10, Mo. 
Fifty-six 


courage a few more of those marginal fans 
who are wavering toward the purchase of 
a classic. 

Fraternally yours, 

Bob Helfenstein 


HIS LETTER typifies the fundamen- 

tal spirit existing in all true collectors. 
An idea, perseverance, and the ability to 
overcome adversity has resulted in the 
culmination of a deep and well-founded 
ambition. The Dietrich Packard occupies 
a niche in its owner’s life that could never 
be filled by a modern product. Detroit’s 
most modern and impressive creations 
(though satisfactory to the masses) could 
never gratify the ambition of an artist 
who transforms a mass of rusted iron into 
a gleaming, well-mannered show-piece. 
The reasons, though myriad, are based on 
the fundamental and natural’ flow of af- 
fection for that which the individual cre- 
ates. And who will deny that transfigura- 
tion as complete as this is not, in effect, 
creation? 

An ever present danger to any collector 
is apparent in the circumstances surround- 
ing the chase and ultimate purchase of 
the feature car. The danger is great be- 
cause the car was purchased from a minor. 
It is continuous because many classics are 
still in the hands of minors. Motor TREND 
has always maintained a well-defined poli- 
cy of advising its readers of legal pitfalls 
which can result in serious monetary loss. 
In conformity with this policy, a brief 
outline of the law pertaining to contracts 
with minors is in order. 

The purchaser of property owned by a 
minor assumes a great risk; he deals at 
his peril. The general theory of the law is 
to protect a minor against his own im- 
providence and the designs of others. 
From this basic concept, much severe and 
harsh law has come into existence. 

As a general rule, a minor can disaffirm 
a contract at any time prior to reaching 
majority and for a reasonable length of 
time after reaching majority. A few states 
hold that having entered into a contract, 
a minor cannot disaffirm until he reaches 
majority but this is a minority view 


How to Restore a $50.00 Classic 


(Continued from page fifty-five) 


which nevertheless saves the right to dis- 
affirm. Disaffirmance of a contract gives a 
minor a right to receive back that with 
which he has parted. In addition, disaffirm- 
ance permits him to avoid legal liability 
incurred in the contracts he has made. The 
general rule is that the minor does not 
have to return the consideration he re- 
ceived for parting with his property. How- 
ever, in a few states, he must return or 
offer to return the consideration which 
he received. In other states the minor can 
recover his property without returning the 
consideration if he was under 18 years of 
age at the time the contract was made, 
while he must return the consideration 
if he was over 18 years of age at the time 
he entered into the contract. The protec- 
tion of the law is so strong that in most 
states, the minor is not prevented from 
disaffirming by reason of the fact that at 
the time of making the contract, he falsely 
represented that he was over 21. 

In Tracy against Gaudin, a California 
case, a minor purchased an automobile 
while under the age of 18. In an action 
to recover the purchase price of the car, 
the court held that the contract could be 
disaffirmed and the purchase price recov- 
ered without giving back or offering to 
give back the automobile. 

As a result of these rules of law it is 
easy to anticipate a case where a minor 
sells a vehicle and institutes suit for the 
recovery of the car after it is restored. As- 
sume these facts: A 16-year-old lad sells 
a Duesenberg phaeton to a collector and 
the collector restores the car. Until the 
minor reaches 21 years of age, plus a 
“reasonable length of time thereafter,” 
the purchaser is in grave danger. Upon 
disaffirmance he loses the car in addition 
to the time and money spent in restora- 
tion. There is but one solution for the col- 
lector and it will work in less than half 
the states. At best, the solution is unsatis- 
factory. for the collector loses the car in 
any event, although he may salvage a 
portion of his cash outlay. 

Unfortunately, many people use a law 
intended as a shield as a sword. A few 
minors, taking advantage of the law, have 


This rare prise: is a 1929 DuPont roadster. The car features a fointteak trans- 
mission, hydraulic brakes, and an all-aluminum body. It is owned by Stanley Smith 
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AN OPEN LETTER 

To men who are interested in a future. 

TREND PUBLICATIONS is looking for 
the right men to represent the group in 
advertising sales in the New York and 
other areas. 

Experience in advertising sales is im- 
portant; experience with agencies is 
necessary; knowledge of the automotive 
field is desirable; initiative and drive are 
vital! 

Your application should state in de- 
tail your qualifications and list complete 
background. 

Write: TREND, INC. 
PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, California 


caused automobile dealers to lose hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars a year. The 


pattern is generally consistent. The minor | 9 


represents that he is 22 years of age. A 
car is purchased and the purchase price 
paid. After two or three months the car is 
severely damaged in an accident. The mi- 
nor sues to recover the purchase price 
and the dealer is left with iron that a 
respectable junkie would scorn. In most 
cases, the dealer pays up as soon as suit is 
brought so as to avoid additional penalty 
in the form of court costs. In other cases, 
minors have traded old cars plus cash for 
a newer model. After driving and wrecking 
the new car, the contract is disaffirmed. 
In most states, the dealer is obliged to 
give the culprit his old car and the cash 
received, in return for the damaged car. 

The only satisfactory solution is to 
know the seller’s true age. Don’t hesitate 
to ask for a birth certificate, for it is your | 
cash that is endangered. If you are in | 
doubt, have the bill of sale signed by the | 
seller and his parents, although in a few 
states, even this is insufficient. Check 
your local laws and consult your local 
attorney. If in doubt, forget the purchase 
and locate another car. Remember, when 
you deal with a minor, the cards are 
stacked against you. 

Next month we will dip into the mail 
bag and answer some of your inquiries. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 


“IT was cruising along peacefully when I 
reached for the cigarette lighter .. . next 
thing I knew the driver’s seat converted 
into a bed!” 
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IMPORTANT AUTOMOTIVE BOOKS 


... each with specialized information and valuable data unexcelled 
in its field. Written by the Editors of TREND Magazines, profusely 
illustrated with photographs, diagrams and detailed cutaway draw- 
ings from the most complete motoring files in America. Hours of 
enjoyable reading, facts and ideas to give you new automotive 
know-how .. . just 75c each for books you'll read, reread, and want 
to keep for reference. Get your copies today] 


A complete, comprehensive 
guide for improving and in- 
creasing engine performance, 
for every car-owner. Covers 
every type of car. 


ON YOUR FAVORITE NEWS 


HOW TO BUY A CAR— 
A book on spending money 
. .. for profit. New and used 
car buying; your legal 
rights; depreciation; how to 
keep it rolling. Your vividly 
illustrated guide to a sound 
automotive investment. 


HOT ROD YOUR CAR— 


RESTYLE YOUR CAR—Hun- 
dreds of new techniques, 
materials; totally new ideas. 
Where and how to start the 
customizing process. Features 
America’s Ten Best Customs 
in detail. 


CUSTOM CARS-—The {abu- 
lous and fantastic cars of re- 
styling experts dazzlingly 
arrayed. A book to show 
you how to transform your 
car into a sleek custom crea- 
tion. 


TREND BOOKS 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
books at 85c each (includes post- 


CU HOT ROD YOUR CAR [)RESTYLE YOUR CAR CUSTOM CARS 
CUSPEED AND SPORT (J HOW TO BUYACAR [HOT RODS 


Enclosed is $............ for 
age and handling). 


SPEED AND SPORT—Stories, 
facts, brilliant photographs 


bring a dramatic view of 
the rebirth of the sports car 
movement. Domestic, Euro- 
pean cars; events; articles 
on tuning, driving, main- 


STAND 


HOT RODS—Complete tech 
nical and pictorial coverage 
of the nation’s most unique 
sport. Hundreds of photos 
of everything from smooth 
street jobs to Bonneville 
bombs show you the finest 
in design, engineering and 
craftsmanship. 
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A CAR FOR YOUR CHILD 


A little spare time and some bent | | 


for things mechanical can result | ;, 


in something out of the ordinary | cu: 


car 

By Jim Potter and Dick Krull Ko 
gui 

cra 

dri 

HE SMALL CARS shown on these | °% 
pages represent a very small cross- im 
section of activity by hobbyists all over I 
the country who enjoy spending many | ™ 
hours of their time making power-driven J PU 
tiny automobiles for their youngsters. As, 
To eight-year-old Joe Greenhalgh (left = 


Cockpit is designed for comfort with foam Joe listens intently as Barney Korn, the The electric motor, transmission, chain 
rubber seats and hand-operated controls builder, tells him how batteries run car _ drive, and brake are under the seat deck 


Ingenuity is shown in a split-wing tank Upholstery is plaid plastic; controls of Aircraft construction methods were used ind 
car designed and built by Bob Cottle 50-mph vehicle are simple yet complete in this six-foot wheelbase “Speedster” 


Front suspension system is from an Austin. Power is supplied by a Cushman engine “Speedster” engine is a $35 Power Prod- 
Rear system is a modified Cushman mounted in the rear deck; access is easy ucts two-cylinder 2% horsepower unit 
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photo) of Los Angeles, a method of trans- 
portation is the difference between a nor- 
mal or an abnormal childhood. Joe is the 
victim of a Spinabifida, a spinal condition 
which has rendered his legs useless. 

Despite this handicap Joe is one of the 
most normal and swellest little guys you’d 
ever hope to meet. And right now he’s 
thoroughly convinced that he’s the luckiest 
kid in the whole wide world, because he 
is the proud owner of a brand new, elec- 
trically driven, shiny red car that was 
custom built just for him. 

The designer and builder of Joe’s new 
car is Barney Korn, also of Los Angeles. 
Korn is a mechanical engineer for the 
guided missiles division of Hughes Air- 
craft in Culver City. He is an ex-race 
driver and a life-long hobbyist who is 
not happy unless he is working on a spare 
time project. 

Barney’s first contact with Joe was 
made six years ago when he designed and 
built a three-wheel, hand-operated car. 
As Joe grew older the one thing he wanted 
more than anything else was a car. The 
standard foot-operated type would not 
work so Korn’s mechanical skill and in- 
genuity were called upon to solve the 
problem. His solution resulted in a fab- 
ulous example of engineering and crafts- 

Joe’s small car has a 32-inch tread and 
a 44-inch wheelbase. It’s overall length 
is 70 inches; overall height is 23 inches; 
and it weighs approximately 250 pounds. 

Firestone semi-pneumatic tires are 
mounted on double steel disc wheels. 
Center arm steering is accomplished 
through the use of a steel aircraft cable 
which runs from a grooved drum on the 
steering wheel shaft over ball bearing 


Lindley’s car features many components 


Interior workmanship is professional. En- 


gine, mounted in rear, is easily accessible 
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pulleys to the steering arm. A turnbuckle 
provides the necessary adjustment. 

The rotating rear axle shaft is mounted 
to the frame by two S.K.F. self-aligning 
sealed ball bearings. A chain drive to the 
left rear wheel drives the car, while the 
right rear wheel runs free on ball bearings 
retained by collars. The drum of the 


internal expanding brake is keyed to the | 


axle shaft. The brake shoes and actuating 
arm are carried on a special bracket se- 
cured to the frame. 

Two heavy duty batteries under the 
hood supply the electric current to op- 
erate the ball bearing motor which is 
under the seat platform at the rear of 
the chassis. A built-in twist lock plug 
located under the hood is provided for 
connecting the battery charger. 

Korn utilized a war surplus Vickers 
hydraulic transmission to achieve a single 
lever control for neutral, forward, and 
reverse with a variable speed ratio from 
neutral to the maximum motor rpm. The 
drive from the motor to the transmission 
is through two sealed universal joints. The 
power is then carried to the drive wheel 
by a silent chain drive with a ratio of 
3% tor. 

The frame is made from \% x 1% x 214- 
inch duralumin channel. The front and 
rear bumpers act as cross members, and 
are secured by gusset plates bolted top 
and bottom at each connection. No weld- 
ing was used. 

A complete six-volt lighting system, 
controlled by a switch on the dash, in- 
cludes headlights, taillights, and a light 
for the instrument panel. 

The cockpit is both efficient and luxu- 
rious. Smart-looking, durable, plastic 


(Continued on page sixty-three) 


DUAL INTAKE MANIFOLDS 


FOR ALL CARS 


Now! Make your own at a small fraction of 
the usual cost with a GOTHA CARB RISER 
KIT ond your present stock intake manifold. 
Simply notch manifoid and weld or braze 
carb risers in place. Kits include two risers, 
one blank flange, and illustrated directions 
plus drawings. 2 bolt kits for all single throat 
carbs $5.95. 3 bolt kits for all Ford V-8s and 


Mercurys $7.50. Mailing charge 40c. 


DUAL EXHAUST MANIFOLDS 


Moke your own with a stock manifold and a 
GOTHA EXHAUST FITTING. cial cast 
iron welding fitting reduces thermal stresses 
due to welding and increases volumetric 
efficiency because of streamlined neck open- 
ing. Simplifies i lati of dual exhaust 
ipes on any in-line engine, Chevrolets, 
lt Buicks, etc., $3.75 each. Mailing 
charge 35 cents. 

If your local dealer can’t supply you we'll 
handle your add 


MAIL ORDERS 


THE GOTHA CO. 
Box 141-C2 Harvey, Illinois 


mailing 
charges to 
prices. 


i $3.50 enclosed, 


OWN A... 


PLYMOUTH? 


FIX IT YOURSELF! 


Popular Mechanics Magazine has 
just published a new Owners 

nual covering all 1941 to 1952 
models of Plymouth cars. So 
accurate mechanics use it...so 
simple awoman can it. 


Save money on your Plymouth repairs. Prevent trouble. En- 
joy care-free driving. Increase trade-in value. Avoid jor 
repairs by fixing minor troubles before they get serious. Get 
sparkling performance at all times. Has 272 pages, more than 
350 photos, diagrams, tables, charts, breakdown drawings, 
plus clear, non-technical directions that make all repairs 
simple as ABC. Written by Ed Packer with assistance of 
Chrysler Corporation. Shows you how to diagnose Plymouth 
troubles by feel, sound, sight, smell and performance. 
Simple trouble shooting. Permanent repairs. Emergency 
repairs, Plus, ‘‘How to get value from garages.”’ 


MONEY BACK Doesnt save 


MORE THAN IT COSTS! 


One minor repair will save the cost ten times over. Read it. 
Then you decide. If you don’t see that you'll save more than 
the cost, send it back for refund. SEND NO MONEY. Send 
posteard. Ask for PLYMOUTH Manual. Postman will deliver 
C.0.D. for $3.50 plus postage. Or, save postage by sending 
$3.50 with order. Send today. Saveits cost on your next repair. 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 


200 E. Gniario, Dept. 16-B, Chicago 11, I 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS, Dept. 16-B 
200 E. Ontario St., Chicago 11, Ill. 

| Please rush my copy of the Plymouth Man- J 
ual at $3.50. I understand I may return for 

| full refund if I am not fully pleased after J 


inspection. 
Send COD 
send postpaid plus postage ' 
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BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who quality in 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 
state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 
It can do the same for you! 


DIESE 


WRITE FOR | FREE INFORMATION 11 TODAY! 


INTERSTATE TRAINING : SERVICE 
Dept, 29B, Portland 13, Ore. 

Please see that | receive FREE 24-page book, 
“Getting Ahead in Diese! 


ADDRESS 


CITY, ZONE 


STATE... 


AUTO-SHOCKO 


Have some REAL FUN with 
pe car With AUTO- 
OCKO you can give any- 
one who touches the outsi 
surface of your car a HARM 
LESS, but VERY EFFECTIVE 
Pend. shock. When the AUTO- 
SHOCKO switch is on, the entire outer —~ of the 
car becomes charged. You can also ch —— ¢ 
buddie’s car by hing your 
he won't be able to get into his car vast turn 
off your switch. Can also be left on while car is 
ed to keep vandals from scratching or damag- 
our car. will not run down your battery 
AUT -SHOCKO is probably the best *FUN MAKER 
you will ever own. Easily installed in a few min- 
utes. Sent complete with AUTO-SHOCKO unit, wire, 
switch, etc. Price $9.95 postpaid, or F £00. 
postage—$1.00 deposit required on 
MORBARCO MANUFACTURING 
Dept. M-7, 192 Arlington St., Lawrence, Mass. 


Cars financed—trades accepted. 
Service includes precision work 
of finest foreign car mechanics, 


CLASSIC CAR 


sales catalogs, Packard, Lincoln, Cadillac, 
Orphan and Foreign cars, etc. Minimum 
$5.00; also MOTOR (N.Y.) Annual. Details 
for large stamped addressed envelope. 

ART TWOHY 
400 N. Kenmore Ave. 


UP TO S5070N 
Ay SPEED EQUIPMENT 


Hollywood Mufflers $4.95, Sead Fer 
Dual Exhausts Dual Mani- 
ds $12.95, Racing Cams $29.50, Heads 
oignitions $1.98. Dealers wanted. Big 
TAT soup-up manual 25c 


Los Angeles 4 


$18. 95, 


SELL ’N’ SWAP 


virements are: copy — of 25 w 
name and t come, first wr served; 


although we ill reject any eee statements. 
This service is not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be aa if payment is not made in 
iw Address your request to ‘N’ Swap. 
The charge is two dollars per insertion—Editor. 


IMPORTANT — Only one CAR may be 
listed in single Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. _ 
limitation owl not apply to parts, catalogs, etc 


WANTED—'38 Cadillac V-16, touring body pre- 

ferred. Engine, appointments, and y must be in 

perfect eeneiten.. | Send photo, description and ask- 

ing price. Capt. W. Smartt, 19 Medical Group, APO 
tanley S 


334, PM, San Francisco, Calif. 

WANTED—Non- Sta . F. Sem- 
ple, 11 Danfield Road, St. Louis, Me. 

SWAP—'49 Studeboker, two- door, excellent engine, 
paint, tires. Used only as station car. we for late 


model hardtop Lincoin 
Russ Bivd., San Francisco, calif DOuglas 


SELL—’39 Packard V-12 formal custom six-passenger 
sedan, one owner, chauffeur driven, 28,000 miles, six 
pow hay fur rugs, very clean, $950. G. Doerr, 1815 

set AP—For cheap used car, Lincoln Con- 
tinental v bh engine, shaved heads, needs rings 
only. K. Louton, 214 Seminary Ave., Woodstock, Ill. 
SELL—Brand new St cam, re- 
ground % race by ete $20. Perfect used 
ring and pinion set, ‘32-'48 Fords, 4.11:1 ratio, 
$17.50. W. Howell, Box 11, Healdsburg, Calif. 
WANTED-—Two doors for ‘40-'41 Lincoln Zephyr 
conv. coupe. Also both wooden bows fo! 

7 St., Swampscott, Mass. 

SELL—New Tucker engine, all accessories, chrome 
Buell air horns, 34 an in. compressor, tank, 
special valve, two Zenith No. 8810 side draft carbs, 
aircraft centrifugal superchar R. Roulette, 4374 
eee Rd., San Diege, Cali 

NTED—‘40 Mercury conv. Write stating condition 
Also lowest 
N. Knopf, 


r top. V. 


be ‘bode top, engine, and running gear. 
price in first letter. All replies answered. 
640 5th St., Muskegon Heights, Mich. 

SELL—'33 Rolls Royce seven-passenger sedan, Brew- 
ster body, made in Springfield, Mass. Four like new 
tires, om. C. Voigt, 2998 N. Western Ave., Chi- 

WANTED-—Restorable for ‘14 Ford, any type, 
also left rear axle ing and upper half of crank- 
case for ‘08 Model 10 Buick, T. Hulse, Westhampton 


ich, N.Y. 
WANTED—Two 32 x 312 tires and tubes, two 33 x 4 
tubes, i or good. Also Model T ohv cylinder 
head. T. Hulse, Westhampton Beach, N.Y 
WANTED—Suitable body and chain drive assembly 
for ‘10-'14 plex; also lit on Simplex. 
O. Corriher, Landis, N.C. 
WANTED—'28 Chrysler 72 roadster, prefer one in 
nice condition. O. Corriher, Landis, N.C. 
WANTED—Trunk, side lamps, and radiator emblem 
for ‘14-'16 Stutz Bearcat, other T-h Stutz parts, 
Simplex parts and literature, Mercer parts. O. Cor- 
riher, Landis, N.C. 
over 1400 different Manuals, 
makes, years). Ever 
who ‘in ets an ad list. wow McMillan, 
Flower Ave., Takoma Park 12, Md. 
SELL—'32 Lincoln V-12 Judkins leather top cou; 
iong » original, 52,000 
je ag Brewster ag and black, six wire wheels, 
whitewalls, Gate. . Weiss, 120 Westchester Sq., 
Bronx 61, 
SELL—30 four-door sedan, stored 15 
ears, model C, original to radiator cap, in restora- 
le — A. well, Box 995, Roswell, N. 


Mexi 

WANTED-Stutz Bearcat, four cylinder, early race- 
about model in good If you 
have one please write. E. Pfannebecker, R.D. Leg 
Watervliet, N.Y. 

WANTED—Any V-16 Marmon in running condition, 
located within 500 miles of Please state price 
asked. C. Irion, 134 Cooper Ave., Upper Montclair, 


NJ. 

SELL—'34 Custom-built Airflow Chrysler limousine 
car is perfect in one respect. Only one of its kind. 
Overdrive, radio, heater in front and back, very 
low mileage, photo on request, best offer. B. Ro- 

manek, 4 Harrison Dr., Larchmont, 2 

SELL—’26 Model T touring, needs paint, otherwise 
excellent, four new tires, $295. Top bows for Ford 
A roadster, $20. Numerous Ford T parts. M. Halla- 
baugh, Spencerville, Ind. 


hub caps, chrome rings, chrome strips, all in » = 
pe nye condition. $30. G. Remington, 3310 C 
St., Astoria 6, L.I., N.Y 


SELL—'37 Supercharged ‘Cord Beverly sedan, one of 
the most original and immaculate ns in ex- 
istence, photo and —_ on request. P. Gelber, 
262, Lexington Park, 


WANTED— uesenberg or late J; 812 Cord. 


ably in Northwest but all replies ‘answered, 5 ee 

if possible. Col. A. Krieger, 5001 st R roup, 
APO 731, PM, Seattle, Wash. 

WANTED—Right front brake support casting (Frame 
horn) for L Cord. A. Chambers, Rt. 1, Powell, 


io. 
SELL—Austin A40 sports, brand new, 50 bhp, ohyv 
engine, dual column shift, 
trans., list $2380, save $500, sell for $1880. G. Wal- 
raven, 1111 N. Main St., Marion, Ohio. 

SELL—’52 MG-TD, beautiful black with red vu 
holstery, wings and heat indicator, 8300 miles, like 
new condition, $1895. G. Walraven, 1111 N. Main 
St., Marion Ohio. 

SELL — ‘31 Hupmobile, eight- cylinder, four-door 
sedan, beautiful condition, perfect tires and runs 
like a watch, 64,000 actual miles, $225. R. Nelson, 
Rt. 10, New Brighton 12, Minn. 

WANTED— Vintoge ‘04 to ‘12 model Franklin. E. 


Buch Ohio. 
SELL OR —'37 Cord conv., ‘48 Chrysler engine, 
Edmonds "oon dual manifold, twin carburetors, 


overdrive, new ‘plastic tufted upholstery, new paint, 
R. Leese, Arabian Horse Farm, 


SWAP ‘52 XK-120 Jaguar, white, 800 miles, 
never mistreated, want best Rolls Royce offered or 
enclosed car of ‘equal value, American or foreign. 
Lacer, 219 N. Jefferson, Junction City, Kan. 
SELL—'49 Mercury engine, full race, 346 x 4, Mal- 
lory ignition, headers, Navarro heads and manifold 
Smith and ey cam, all accessories included, 

. Hodgdon, 9 Highland Pk. Rd., Rute 
jan 

SELL—Fender skirts for ‘49-'50 Ford and universal 
type, each $7.00. ‘39 Chevrolet radio, $5. ‘38-50 
Buick manifold, $4. Spray gun (new) and cup, $7. 
A. Obertlik, 115 70 t., Guttenberg, N.Y. UNION 


SELL—'47 Cadillac club coupe, all deluxe accessories 
including Hydra-Matic, in excellent condition, in- 
terior positively immaculate, priced to sell, $1525. 
Write for photos, details. R. Girard, Coventry, RI. 
WANTED—16-cylinder Marmon engine suitable for 
located near Marion, Mass., 
Miami, Fla. or between. Give details, and lowest 
cash price including crating. W. Bourne, PO. Box 11, 
Marion, Mass. 
SELL—'38 V- 12 custom seven-passenger Packard 
radio, heater, 57,000 miles, 
overh or decent offer. 
in deliver within 500 miles, cash deal closed here 
— Ss. Herder, 165 East 66th St., Apt. 5, New 


ork, N.Y 
SELL-Now / 33 x 5 tire and tube; auto literature and 
ads ‘15-'42. ‘34 Chevrolet factory fender skirts. 
Owners manual for ‘36 Ford, ‘41 Plymouth, ‘47 
Buick. R. Hurlburt, 180 Shelburne St., Greenfield, 


Mass. 

SELL—‘34 Ford touring, ‘41 engine, heater, seal 
beams, 16 in. wheels, new upholstery, runs good, 
body average, top fair. $75 cash — it. R. 
Minott, Jr., 241 Federal St., Greenfield, Mass. 
WANTED—Mercer T head parts, have some but need 
more to complete car. Will poy high cash or trade 
‘17 Stanley with extra boiler. R. Nelson, 11131 Hus- 
ton St., North Hollywood, Calif. 

WANTED—Mercer T head car prior to ‘14. igh ont 

or trade ‘17 Stanley with extra boiler and cash. 
Reward for lead; location or condition not im- 
ome, R. Nelson, 11131 Huston St., North Holly- 


Calif. 
WANTED—DV- ‘32 Stutz, sports model preferred, en- 
gine must be good and body peubantite. C. Kni pe, 
PO Box 1676, Tennis 1, Texas. 
WANTED—Model 75 Chrysler potter circa ‘28, also 
roadster or touring car for Model 70 Chrysler 
‘26. H. Humphreys, 2803 Bidg., Memphis, 


Tenn. 
SELL—’22 Ford manual, ‘28-’32 Ford price list, ‘23 
Chevrolet manual, ‘30 and ‘32 Buick manuals. = 
Franklin manual, best offers. R. Martin, 43 M 
brook Pl., Uniondale, N.Y. 
SWAP—Cadillac V-16 Fleetwood seven-passenger 
sedan, a, side mounts, good condition. 
For dster, prefer Packard, consider 
others. Bisbee, 14 Odell St., Union City, Penna. 
LaSalle, all or parts. Goo dy, six 
wae, no tires, engine out and unrepairable, make 
offer. Lemansky, 807 Callen St., Vacaville, Calif. 
WANTED ‘Duel intake manifold, “47 Lincoln prefer- 
ably, without carburetors. A. Abbott, 41 Woodward 
St., Newton 61, Mass. 
WANTED—59 Z Ford truck block; not cracked, set 
of five 16-inch Ford wire wheels in good condition. 
lete Ardun Overhead valve unit. Write quoting 


SWAP—'‘41 Lincoln Continental conv.; con- 
dition, radio a , whitewalls, new top, good 
V-12 engine. For late Ford or Mercury or older one 
worked over. J. Mason, 8 Woodlan 
ville, N.Y. 
WANTED-—Set of four Crosley spot brake cylinders 
complete, also blueprint of A Ford quick change 
live axle rear ond for sprint car showing machinery 
20 Hi St., San Fran- 


cisco, Calif. 

SELL—Parts; engine irable, clutch, transmission, 

rear e doors, etc. of ‘37 Graham Suner- 


T. Gutches, 5865 Louisville St., New Or 
SELL—'49 compleve grille, Van grille 
guard, fender hood ornament, rear deck 


Ave., Bronx-— 


price. R. Schlachter, PO Box 547, Lexington, Ky. 
SELL—Cadillac custom conv; ‘51 engine, ‘49 62 chas- 


sis, smooth hood, leaded Continental tire, Vita- 
meter injector, dual headers, exhausts, white top, 
coral pin lacquer, blue interior, 


cost $5750, sell for $3350. Coakley, 4201 Mass. 

Ave., Washington, D.C. 

SELL—'49 Cadillac engine in excellent condition; re- 

mov. from car in or to install ‘52 oan 

FOB Wichita, $275. T. Wells, 5 Linwood Bivd., 

Wichita, Kans. 

SELL—'33 12-cylinder conv. sedan, com- 

overhc low in storage 10 
t $2500. H 


B4 St, New Yorke N.Y. 
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SELL—‘38 Austin Seven dster body, | 
fenders, hood, grille, windshield, seat, Yash, bump- 
= rynningbeards in perfect condition, no dents or 
$97. ze 157 Corona Ave., Long Beach, 
Calif. LB 
WANTED—Used speed equipment for ‘48 Ford 
(59A engine); heads, manifolds, coil, distributor, 
and carburetors, also Columbia axle for ‘48 Ford. 
wd info and price. G. Piper, Jr., RR 1, Sharon, 
ise. 
SELL—’38 Packard V-12 town sedan, mechanically 
perfect, good tires, with side mounts and metal 
covers, upholstery excellent, repainted last year. 
5. C. Hiser, 1426 Wells St., Ft. Wayne 7, Ind. 
SELL—’22 Model T Ford touring, excellent mechanical 
condition, good tires, painted black, red upholstery, 
$249. C. Hiser, 1426 Wells St., Ft. Wayne 7, Ind. 
WANTED—‘37-'40 Rolls convertible roadster. Must 
be in excellent condition, only in New York and 
New Jersey. J. Snyder, Jr., 270 Park Ave., New 
York 17, N.Y. 
SELL—’33 Packard Super Eight sedan, excellent 
condition mechanically and otherwise, many acces- 
sories, all in working order. Asking $395. L. King, 
800 North St., Endicott, N.Y. 
SWAP—‘49 black Forillac coupe, A-1, Continental 
kit, skirts, stock Ford —- ‘52 Cadillac 190 
hp engine, dard Cad t Swap on ‘50- 
‘51 Ford with Gvetdbivn, | pics available. E. Engle, 
1303 Exchange, Emporia, Kans. 
SELL—Nicson dual manifold for Chevrolet (heat- 
type), Zenith carbs, chrome air cleaners, all lines 
and linkage, $50. D. Hall 3T3, USS Mellette APA 
156, FPO, New York, N.Y. 
SELL—’21 Paige touring, unusual condition, 32,- 
000 miles, six tires, $350. J. Stewart, 148 Davis 
Ave., Bellevue, Pittsburgh 2, Pa. 
SELL OR SWAP—‘52 Jaguar Mark VII sedan, 6000 
miles, excellent condition, green, $3300. Will con- 
sider MG TD or XK-120 in trade. C. Reed, 1600 
Lakeview Ave., Dracut, Mass. 
SELL—’35 Ford phaeton, upholstery and hard to 
replace parts in good « ‘52. 
Could easily be restored to original condition. 
$200. H. Savers, 50 North St., Suffield, Conn. 
WANTED—Engine, trans., front drive, and rear axle 
for ‘37 Cord conv. Have T.V. combination, airplane, 
modern or antique motorcycles to trade or sell. 
A. Hammond, PO Box 1101, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
SELL—’37 Cord conv., converted to rear wheel 
drive using Dodge running gear and engine. New 
Carson top and custom upholstery, best offer over 
$550. B. Rothenbuhler, Box 184, Acme, Wash. 
SELL—'41 Hollywood Graham, ‘51 Rocket Olds- 
mobile engine, new General whitewalls, body is 
perfect, no rust. Make offer. G. Houser, RR 7, 
Decatur, Ill. 
SELL—‘41 Lincoln Continental hardtop, being dis- 
mantled. Selling parts; fenders, doors, etc. R. 
Goldich, 6044 N. Avondale, Chicago, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—‘31 Pierce Arrow phaeton, model 
40, seven-passenger, new top, chrome and new 
leather front seats. Engine overhauled, ready to 
go. Over $1000 in car and restoration. Want 
classic conv., roadster, etc. What have you? R. 
Kull, Western Ave. Rd., Mattoon, 
SELL OR SWAP—'27 White truck, three ton, -e 
‘50, 14,000 miles, steel convertible cab, 14 ft. 
stake platform, dual wheels, beng good. Want 
classic coupe, phaeton or road. . Kull, West- 
ern Ave. Rd., Mattoon, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—’31 Pierce Arrow chassis, front 
and rear end, springs, frame, shocks, etc. Need 
trunk, hood louvers knobs, side wings, high speed 
tring and pinion gears for model 40 ‘31 Pierce 
Arrow. R. Kull, Western Ave. Rd., Mattoon, Ill. 
SELL—’33 Packard light Eight conv. coupe with 
rumble seat. Rebored new crankshaft, pistons and 
tings, good body and paint, needs second gear 
and upholstery. W. McLeod, Ogema, Sask., Canada. 
SELL—American-LaFrance fire engine, chain drive, 
solid tires, excellent condition, practically same as 
original. Registered serial #3251. L. Cohen, 426 
Dover St., Easton, 
SELL—Besasie exhaust-driven supercharger for Ford 
and Mercury. Used one hour testing light aircraft 
engine, never on an automobile. First $100 takes. 
D. Tryon, Box 553, Sheridan, Wyo. 
WANTED—'37 Cord, supercharged conv. or sedan, 
restored or unrestored, condition and price first 
letter. E. Mertens, 209 19th Ave., Belmar, N.J 
SELL—95 hp Chrysler marine engine and reverse 
gear, complete, ready to run, A-1 condition, $660. 
I'm installing higher hp. B. Pillman, 1201 Wav- 
kegan Rd., Glenview, Ill. 
SELL OR SWAP—Complete stock ‘32 Ford V-8 five- 
window coupe, excellent body. Want Zephyr body, 
frame, running gear if ssible. Or ‘35 or later 
Ford body, frame. J. Dohner, 2903 Liberty Pkwy., 
Baltimore 22, Md. 
SELL—'37 Cord Beverly sedan, excellent condition, 
engine and transmission overhauled in last 
miles, new six-ply tires, $800. F. Edwards, 710 
Alameda, Coronado, Calif. 
WANTED-—Set of landau irons for ‘31 Chevrolet 
conv. or similar bars. Prefer original nickel finish, 
send price. R. Eimert, 7604 Park Ave., North 
Bergen, N.J. 
SELL—Magazine car ads, 1500 different ones. 10c 
in stamps will bring list. Other literature. W. 
Millan, 8412 Flower Ave., Takoma Park 12, Md. 
SELL—Complete collection of ‘‘Cycle and Automo- 
bile Trade Journal,’ ‘08 through ’ con- 


dition, best offer. wW. Newcomb, 672 Pleasant St., 
E. Weymouth, Mass. 


F ebruary 1953 


February 21 to March 1, 1953 
FEATURING! 


e Premiere of Spanish Pegaso Car 

e Flying Saucer Car 

e Motor Hall of Fame 
Customs, Sports, Classic, Antique, 
Roadsters, Motorcycles & Equipment 

e Celebrity Cars on Parade 

e Prizes and Awards— 
Concours d’Elegance 

e Sports Car Rallye—Feb. 22 

Antique Car Rallye—Feb. 23 


HUNDREDS OF OUTSTAND- 
ING FEATURES SELECTED ON 


WORLD TOUR RECENTLY BY 
Fred Pittera, Managing Director 


WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 


World Motor Sports Show, Inc. 


527 Fifth Avenue—Suite 1009—New 
York 17, New York. Cable Address 
—'Priorty’—New York. Telephones 
—Murray Hill 7-4749—7-7252—7-7253 


HAPPEN TO Q) 
THE NICEST 
PEOPLE* 


(*which means, 
of course, the 
best drivers) 


Why depend on ordinary brakes when you can 
make yours better than new WITH... 


COP-SIL-LOY 


Consider the cost—the financial kind: 

COP-SIL-LOY will double your brake life—stop drive scoring 
P. S. Efficiency note. The 1953 and reduce wear (and that means dollars in your motoring 
Lincolns which finished 1-2-3 pocket). 

in the Mexican Road Race all This new alloy brake conditioner STOPS FADE, waterproofs 
et ete brakes, gives you smooth silent positive braking. It is simply 
applied by brushing on the linings. It means increased safety 


* and efficiency for you for only...... $4. 95 
11003-T Santa Monica Blvd., West Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


SOCAL CATALOG IGNITION CHECK 


ment. @ RED NEOPRENE PLUG WIRE 


displacement charts for all 


Whitaker's new Number 701 with “DURAVIN” insulation 
‘ which resists oil, acid, heat, cold, moisture . . . 
tion and pictures of some of gv warantees long service with maximum efficiency. (Average 
California’s finest cars .. . — — Ford or Mere — including coil . . . approx. 
the special slip that ft. 


Snap-on type—very easy to install 40c each 


S0-CAI SPEED SHOP 


@ MALLORY BEST COIL 


Dept. MT-2, 1104 South Victory Bl., Burbank, Calif. 30,000 volt—core sealed in oil for ex- 
Phone: CHarleston 0-4484 tra long life. (Ballast- “type resistor 
included) 6 or 12 voll.............. $13.11 


Mount Bracket Included 


Sixty-one 
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VOLKSWAGEN 
HILLMAN MINX 
MERCEDES-BENZ 


Sales * Service 
Parts © Accessories 


Top trade for your old car. 
Financing arranged if desired. 


SPORTS CARS LTD. 


EXpress 1-0717 


7020 EUCLID AVE, * CLEVELAND 3, O. 


15 
weight, 544 Ibs. Specify car make and model. 

Order COD, enclosing $1 deposit, balance and 

COD postage on delivery or save the postage, enclosing $15 with 
order PREPAID. Specify color rose, green oF 
blue. 10-day money back guarantee. 


2065 Hampton Bivd., Dept. MT-264, St. _Lovis 10, Mo. 10, Mo. 


Snug Fitting UNDER DASH HEATER — 


@ Mounts under dash 
—takes up no foot 
room 

@ Comfortable heat 


for passenger and 
driver 


Mounts under the 
dash of your sports 
car, out of the way 
of transmission dip stick and filler. Takes up no foot 
room—floods your body with warmth, not just your 
ankles. 12 volts, quick, easy installa- 

tion instructions included. Postpaid........ $34.95 


LINCOLN 


OHV 1952-1953 V8 
& Power Equipment 
Send 25c for catalog 
REG FUDGE, JR. 
19413 Scroll St., Reseda, Calif. 
Dealerships Available 


PO R and RACING Q 


F7 
FORD 


increase Power and Mileage with High Performance 
Heeds and Dual Manifolds... STUDEBAKER FORD 

CHEVROLET. MERCURY 
Send for COMPLETE CATALOG only 25¢ 


Sixty-two 


SELL—'35 Auburn Model 851 perfect, 
showroom condition, at 2 cos ion. Best 
offer over $2200 drives it Gway 1825408. B. Wit- 
tnhenn, 2 2956 Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 
107 

SELL—Supercharged Auburn speedster; new top, 
excellent mechanical condition, good Vogue white- 
walls, have over $2000 invested, will sell 
best offer over $1500. D. Ridgeway, 465 Lily St., 
Mansfield, Ohio. 

WANTED—Chryoler V-8 engine, complete ready to 


Crogan, or McDowell DOC 
condition and 


6, Calif. 
SELL—New McCullough supercharger, $95. Columbia 
overdrive, 500 miles, ig Complete two-seat In- 
dianapolis body, $75. Beckett, Jr., Brielle, N.J. 
SELL—'24 Haynes 60 sedan, restored ‘50, 
new top and paint, one of the last Haynes built 
cars. W. Huffman, 314 E. Walnut St., Kokomo, 


Lincoln Continental conv.; original 
, new cowhide top, five Lifeguard punc- 


run or in parts. State asking eric and condition SELL—'47 
in first letter. J. Babb, 15 A 
Montana. 


SWAP —Rare, fast, sporty, ‘20 Daytona Paige De- 
troit roadster, showroom or race condition, every- 
thing works. For new MG, Austin sports or used 
120 Jaguar. J. Swauger, Salmon, Idaho. 
SELL—Souped-up Model A engine, never run, % 
cam, four in. Jahns pistons, new rods and mains, 
line bored, hi-compression head. Write for full 
poe and price. H. Redinbo, 1139 Cov. Ave., Piqua, 
io. 
SELL—’36 Packard V-12 seven-passenger limousine, 
27,000 miles, body perfect, interior original, easily 
restored, engine needs some work, six g tires, 
best offer takes. R. Brown, 264 Columbia Ave., 
Holland, Mich. 
SELL OR SWAP-—Hall of Fame car, complete de 
Palma Indianapolis single seater, Miller chassis, 
all original parts and in good condition, sell out- 
right for $395 or swap. J. Siegfried, 613 Marl- 
borough St., Detroit 15, Mich. 
WANTED—‘40-'41 Continental hardtop, black, $300 
yy Within 50 miles — N.Y. Russell, 
4-59 West New York, N.J 
Packard conv., ‘49 Packard engine, La- 
Salle hood and grille, new top, new tires, 
bumper, chrome, pale yellow paint, fairly good 
eaten, $1200. E. Van Auken MD, Big Rapids, 


Mich. 
WANTED—MG TC in well-kept condition, prefer in 
tri-state area, cash for right car. F. Meek, 2704 
2nd St. N.W., Canton 8, Ohio. 
SELL— —Antique ‘08 Cadillac four-cylinder, well 
preserved, not restored, until recently owned by 
original purchasers, no tires or top. $500. 
Johnson, Rt. 2, Hopkinsville, Ky. 
SELL—'20 T Ford. coupe, good condition, original 
Y, pletely rebuilt engine and trans- 
mission, other new parts, $550 or swap for late 
Crosley Hotshot roadster. F. Farrell, 84 Pierpont 
St., Waterbury, Conn. 
SELL—Genvine Carson top for XK-120. Grey with 
red interior, new condition, Eastern buyer can 
save considerable on freight, make offer. T. Pace, 
PO Box 486, Pensacola, Fla. 
SELL OR SWAP—'38 Cadillac V-16 Fleetwood seven- 
passenger sedan, —— completely overhauled, 
= a $595. C. Payne, 8127 Foothill, Sun- 
jan 
SWAP—'11 Warren-Detroit model 20, mint condi- 
pen for four-passenger sports car, touring or 
oadster. E. Zottoli, 222 Main St., Holden, Mass. 
Cadillac club coupe, mechanically excel- 
lent, perfect body, paint fair, conventional drive, 
clean as a whistle throughout, priced to sell, $555. 
R. Girard, Coventry, R.I. 
SELL OR SWAP_'26 Mercedes Benz, new paint, 
top, upholstery, good tires, vacuum booster brakes, 
supercharger, overheod cam, four-speed, fine con- 
dition throughout. $1750 or sports car. H. Dar- 
by, 560 South Recreation Street, Fresno, Cali- 


fornia. 

SELL—'32 Packard Twin Six limousine, model 905, 
engine and power train excellent, dy and in- 
terior good, vacuum boosted brakes, vacuum 
clutch, ride control, intercom. $250 or best offer 
G. Whitman, 45 Shepord Ave., West Englewood, 


N.J. 
SELL OR SWAP—'26 Hupmobile Straight Eight 
sedan, obtained from original owner, remark- 
ably clean and well preserved, excellent mechani- 
cally, $195. Also excellent 33 x 6 tires, many 
new parts for sale. J. Nalle, 722 Hendren St., 
Philadelphia 28, Pa. 
SELL—'48 Playboy conv., body A-1, never cracked 
up, V-8 60 race mill, whitewalls, Ford parts. $1350 
or swap for Allard chassis, pix on request. R. 
Carveth, 525 Titus Ave., Rochester 17, N.Y. 
SELL—V-8 magneto, $35. Sun tachometer, $25. 
Eight new V-8 3346 x 4 stroke pistons and pins, 
$18. Relieved Mercury block, guaranteed, $25. J. 
Beckett, Jr., Brielle, N.J. 
SELL—Used ohv cyclinder head for Model T Ford, 
lete with Id, cam followers, aluminum 
sodher cover, $25. E. Cervenka, Moccasin, Mont. 
SELL—'42 Darrin Packard, 180; mechanically A-1, 
new paint, new tires, new chrome, black alligator 
upholstery, best offer, deliver in El Paso, Texas. 
M. Caraveo, Jr., 5 de Mayo #2802, Chihuahua, 
Chih., Mexico. 
SELL—810 Cord body; sedan, fenders rough but 
otherwise fair shape, can be towed, $85. H. Den- 
hard, RD 2, Greenville, N.Y. 
SELL—’52 BSA motorcycle, B-31, 350 cc ohv, 4000 
miles, spotless, checked, crated, details furnished 
on request. R. Whittier, Central St., Stoughton, 


Mass. 
SELL—'28 La Salle coupe, new paint job, umble 
seat, six good tires and wire wheels, s mounts, 
everything in good condition, can be driven any- 
where, $325. C. Rizzotto, 1426 62nd St., Kenosha, 
Wisc. 


ture ‘proof tubes, original mileage 49,892. Take 
‘49 or later GM car plus cash. W. Hilton, PO 
Box 1051, 265 E. A St., Port Hueneme, Calif. 
SELL—’33 two-door Ford in very clean condition, 
‘48 Mercury engine, hydraulic brakes, steering 
column shift, seal beams. L. Miner, Box 310, Rice 
Lake, Wisc. 
WANTED—Wrecked or shot MG, TD preferred. 
Price and condition first letter. D. Korntved, Box 
82, Cambria, Calif. 

SELL—'36 Packard five-passenger sedan, V-12 en- 
gine, sidemounts, ride control, vacuum brake and 
clutch, mint condition, 23,000 actual miles, photos 
and price on request. G. Ulven, 2505 S. Main 
Ave., Sioux Falls, S.D. 

WANTED—Duesenberg, Rolls-Royce, Hispano-Suiza, 
Mercedes Benz, Isotta Fraschine, Bugatti, Doble 
steam car, Mercer Raceabout, or S-100 Jaguar. P. 
Ingram, 281 Pleasant St., Coalinga, Calif. 
WANTED—‘27 through ‘29 Hudson open car. Send 
pic and price. C. Morris, Tuscumbia, Ala. 
WANTED—Top and rear turtle deck for ‘13 Hup- 
mobile, H.R. roadster, quote price and condition. 
J. Tepner, Creighton, Nebr. 

WANTED—Old model cars, quote price, condition, 
send photo. J. Tepner, Creighton, Nebr. 
WANTED—Master gear and pinion shaft, 31 teeth 
and 8 teeth for ‘38 Citroen Challenger, four- 
cylinder, state price. S. Blanc, 640 Corbett Ave., 
San Francisco 14, Calif. 

WANTED-—Large or small imported sports car or 
Packard Darrin, any year or model. Please give 
full information. P. Murlowski, 2109 6th St. N.E., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

SELL—‘40 Mercury conv. sedan, never wrecked. P. 
Clark, 311 9th Ave. South, Fargo, N.D. 
WANTED—‘32 V-16 Cadillac three-window coupe, 
right door and running board, can also use other 
parts. F. Buess, 331 W. Doran St., Glendale, Calif. 
WANTED—Pair of large size Rushmore brass head- 
lamps for ‘07 car. Also need parts for ‘07 two- 
cylinder Reo. Only good parts wanted. F. Buess, 
331 W. Doran St., Glendale 3, Calif. 

SELL—One McCullough supercharger for Ford or 


Mercury, good shape, complete, $75. Mercury 
four-in. stroked crankshaft, rod journals ground 
to Ford standard size, Austin, RR 3, 


Bloomington, Ill. 

SELL—Columbia overdrive parts, any make or 
model. Also complete units at $85 each. 
ting and pinion set for ‘33 and ‘ L. 
Austin, RR 3, Bloomington, Ill. 

SELL—’40-'52 Plymouth overdrive transmission, 
complete, new gears and bearings, recently _in- 
stalled, $85. ‘46-'52 Chrysler Six products, fluid 
drive clutch assembly, used 6000 miles, $35. C. 
Thatcher, 4717 Ave. N., Galveston, Texas. 

SELL—’52 Porsche conv., special paint, a — 4 
at $3950, a trade. S. Giberson, 2333 W. 77, 
Kansas City, 

SELL—'51 Vanguard standard four- door, in excel- 
lent condit low 1295, 
may take some “trade. M. Potter, 955 S. Shelby 
St., Louisville, Ky. Clay 8252. 

SELL—‘52 Allard Z 2X Chrysler, perfect condition 
throughout, owner leaving for service. L. Dym 
Motor Sport Inc., 5438 Centre Ave., Pittsburgh 32, 
Pa. MUseum 28000. 

WANTED-Stanley Steamer, will pay $25 reward 
for information that leads to purchase. Mid-West 
orea preferred. H. Anderson, Franklin, 
Omaha, Nebr. 

SELL—’14 Marmon Six speedster, completely ,e- 
stored, perfect condition a rare antijue 
and last of seven of this model built, ready ‘o 
drive anywhere, $4500. D. Baldridge, 306 5. 
Harrison, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

SWAP-—85 copies Automotive Digest, Motor, Motor 
Age, ‘43 to ‘51 for ‘40 Packard 110 Owner's 
— Jordan, 525 Hamilton St., Redwood City, 
‘alif. 

SELL—'51 Scintilla magneto, used less than one 
hours running, set-up for ‘51 Cadillac. Bought new 
from Hunt's, Los Angeles, guaranteed excellent 
condition, $100. T. Carstens, Box 1636, Tacoma, 
Wash. 
WANTED—D: b , must be in good 
condition. State price, = send pic if possible 
first letter. T. Carstens, Box 1636, Tacoma, Wash. 
WANTED—Used speed equipment, Ford, Plymouth, 
Chevrolet. Will pay cash or trade new or u 
speed equipment for what have you? J. Miller, 
170 Woodrow Ave., Vallejo, Calif. 
WANTED-L-29 Cord conv. coupe, good condition, 
send pictures and price first letter, all queries an- 
swered. Major J. Dover, Hdq. Air Univ., Maxwell 
AFB, Ala 

SELL—Ford Edelbrock dual manifold, $19.50. Chrys- 
ler Six full race cam, $17.50. Chevrolet shop 

dual intake and split exhaust, $19.50. G. Miller, 
PO Box 1417, Vallejo, Calif. 
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A Car for Your Child 


(Continued from page fifty-nine) 


material covers the removable, foam rub- 
ber seat: and back. All controls are in 
the cockpit and are hand operated. The 
brake lever on the left is equipped with 
a motor switch allowing the motor to 
start as the brake is released, and turn- 
ing it off as the brake is applied. On the 
right is the lever which controls the hy- 
draulic transmission. 

Korn has designed the little custom 


with an eye to the future, for as its | 


young owner grows the car will grow too. 
The body sides are made of %4-inch ply- 
wood, which will allow easy remodeling at 
a later date. Even without remodeling the 
seat can be moved back as it becomes 
necessary. At present the tiny auto is 
powered for sidewalk operation only. 
The 12-volt circuit and existing gear ratio 
are capable of a six-mph top speed. The 
motor is wound to operate on 18 volts as 
well, which means that an additional bat- 
tery and change‘in gear ratio will soup 
up the unit for street driving when the 
time comes. 

The streamlined ‘Speedster’ (shown on 
page 58) was designed and built by Ever- 
ett M. Smith and Phil Freccia of Air 
Services, Inc. at Bellanca Field in New 
Castle, Del. It is unique in that aircraft 
construction methods, parts, and materials 
were used. The car sports a six-foot wheel- 
base and a width of 4o inches. The main 
frame chassis is of dural channel; the 
body is aluminum. The wheels were origi- 
nally intended to be used on wheelbar- 
rows and are equipped with Cessna single 
disc aircraft brakes. 

The engine is a $35 Power Products 
two-cylinder 2’ horsepower job that is 
usually used in lawnmowers. Speed of the 
little car is about 15 mph. It weighs 180 
pounds and carries one gallon of gas. 

The split-wing-tank car (also shown on 
page 58) was built by Bob Cottle for 
Bobby Cottle. Jr. for the purpose of “ 
proving Bobby’s grades in school.” 

The frame was built up from angle iron, 
using a modified Cushman rear suspen- 
sion system; in front is an Austin system. 
Powered by a Cushman engine, the car is 
licensed to operate on the streets, but so 
far the interesting three-wheeler is used 
mainly at the Santa Ana drag strip, where 
a different engine is installed for a report- 
ed top speed of about 50 mph. 

The midget shown on page 59 is the 
ingenious creation of Dick Lindley for 
his young niece. Body components were 
made from various automobile parts—cut 
down and hand-shaped to the smaller 
dimensions of the car. For instance, the 
front fenders are from a ’41 Olds, the rear 
fenders from ’42 Ford, the grille from a 
52 Mercury, bumpers from a ’49 Chevy 
grille guard. 

—Jim Potter and Dick Krull 


February 1953 


DISTINCTIVE STYLIST... 


FIBERGLAS — A PROGRESS 


WINNING THE ECONOMY 


SAVING TAX DOLLARS — 


1949 1950 1950 1951 1951 1952 1952 

Oct FJan (Jan (Sep 
Feb Aug Feb Aug Mar Oct 

| (0 Mar Sep Sep (J Mar (J Apr Nov 
(0 Apr Oct Apr Oct (Jun Dec 

| May Nov [] May Nov 1953 
(Jun [)Dec (J Jun Aug Jan 


Y re ues f 
A list of favorite MT features and the issues in which they appeared. 
All of the following stories are available for you to enjoy—in copies 
filled with valuable facts and entertaining reading. Check your 
order on the convenient coupon below and mail it today. 

PININ FARINA— 

SHOWCASE OF 1953 FOREIGN CARS. . 

WHAT IS THE COST OF CUSTOMIZING? — 


THE INCOMPARABLE MERCEDES . 


HOW PRACTICAL IS TV IN YOUR CAR? — 
NEW CENTER OF RECORD SMASHERS — BONNEVILLE . . . Nov 52 


ULTIMATES IN INTERIOR DESIGN — 
HORSEPOWER RACE — RIGHT OR WRONG? — 
FIRST GAS TURBINE CAR — THE ROVER. . 


HOW TO KNOW YOUR CAR IS SAFE — 
DETROIT’S EFFECT ON CUSTOMS . . 


GASOLINE, GLAMOUR, GRIME — THE ‘500’. . . 
FABULOUS STYLE-SETTER, LINCOLN CONTINENTAL — 


LE BARON, AMERICAN DESIGNER . . 
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. Dec 52 


- Oct 52 


. Sept 52 
Aug 52 
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IF DETROIT WON’T DO IT, WHY DON’T YOU? — 
Souping the V-8 Engine . . 
FERRARI — A POSTWAR SPEED LEGEND . . 


. June 52 
. Apr 52 
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MOTOR TREND, Dept. 1 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

| enclose $ for issues @ 25c I 
(Includes postage & handling) | 
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state. 


NEW WAY to pa 


CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 


Take advantage of STAR yang 


NEW SERVICE — 


STAR AUTOMOTIVE 


for 
GUARANTEED 


offers PRICE PROTECTION. Gt GUARANTEES 
merchandise delivery. Avoid 
age of Accessories you want for yas o 
Order today or write for complete deta 
CONTINENTAL KIT 

Give your FORD or CHEVROLET that Popu- 
lor “SNAPPY CUSTOMIZED” LOOK. The 


maa ™ {59.50 Real bargains offered 
1949-'52 Chevy $59.50 to members only. 
FENDER SKIRTS WRITE for the NEWEST 


Beautiful — Streamlined 
Gives your car a Sleek Finished oppearance 


1952 Fords Now only ...... 
Others os LOW as .. 


13233 SO. ALAMEDA ST., DEPT. MT-2, COMPTON, CALIF. 


TODAY! 
Only 25% Holds Any Item 
Get complete 

information on your 


QUALITY 


The “lo: way Plan” 


possible short- 


MOST COMPLETE 50 pg. 
CATALOG. Over 100 
PHOTOS OF THE LATEST 
CUSTOM & SPEED ACCES- 
SORIES. Fully 
described and 
illustrated. 

NOW ONLY... 


-$12.95 
9.95 


co. 


Get Up to 100% More 


SPEED: MILEAGE 


from Your Car wit 


new HOT ROD Manual! 


Amazing new book tells how to double the veer carl 
“Soup-Up”’ Methods—Custom- 


Reveals 100 Gas Saving Secrets! Shows Bee 
izing Plans—Speed Tuning. Tells how to build 
your own SPEED EQUIPMENT! FAST SPORT 
Cars! CALIFORNIA HOT RODS! 200 H.P. ROAD 
& TRACK CONVERSIONS! Easy-to-understand 
MONEY- SAVING instructions on building inex- 
pensive Superchargers! Dual Manifolds! Wa- 
ter injectors! —_ Compres- 
sion Heads! Dual Mufflers! 
Over 200 illustrations. Get 
your copy of Speed & 
MILEAGE Manual n-o-wl 
BONUS GIFTS GIVEN 

. Power Digest 
2 Equipment Catalog 
3. Gas Saving Booklet 
4. “Customizing” Plans 
5. Race Car Emblem 


only 


51.98 


7-Day NO-RISK 
Trial! 


ENDORSED BY CHAMPIONS 


SEND NO MONEY — Mail N-O-W! 
O.K.—send me SPEED & MILEAGE manual for NO- 
RISK examination trial. Upon arrival | will pay 
postman $1.98 plus postage and C.O.D. charges. 
If | am not satisfied | may return in 7 days for 


full money-back. Don’t forget to include—WITH- 
OUT COST—my 5 Bonus Gifts. 

Name 

Addr 

City. Zone.... State 


COSAVE If you send $1.98 with coupon, we 
poy postage chgs. Same money-back 
LMQUIST ENGINEERING @ Milford 22T, Pa. 
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NEW NEO CHARGE 
INDICATOR KEEPS 
YOU FULLY INFORMED 


Now you can avoid the inconvenience 

and trouble caused by a dead battery! Install a Neo 
Charge Indicator. It shows ot a glance whether battery 
is in low, medium or fully charged condition. Guaranteed. 
Available for either 6-volt or 12-volt systems. Instructions 
show how to mount it easily on instrument panel or 
steering column. Get yours now! Send 


ONLY check or order C. O. D. 
$7.75 IMPORTED MOTOR CAR CO. 
PREPAID | 216 East Penn St., Hoopeston, Illinois 


CUT- 
OuT! 


“NEW! 


Controls cut- 
out and cut- 
back in re- 
stricted areas 
from a handy 
dash control 
button. 


e 
Universal, fits ALL exhausts! Engineered to install 
special pipes without removing muffler. Eliminates 
back pressure in muffler. Zinc plated, each. $4, 95 
Sent postpaid with losed check or money order. 

" Guaranteed satisfaction or money back 
Send for Free Catalog of Hot Rod y Pomel 


BERT SALES CO. Chicepe 47. inal 


| IF YOU ARE 
A distributor-jobber or dealer. Manufactur- 


er’s agent or salesman. We are producing 
several items of interest in the automotive 
custom supplies-Hot Rod Speed Equipment 
and accessories line. Write to us on your 
letterhead for new catalog and price sheet. 


Detroit Grille Mig. Co. 
|__258 E. Vernor, Dept. C, Detroit 1, Mich. 


WARN HUB CAP MAKES 


2 JEEPS our orf 


2 } Ends front wheel drag on all 4-wheel 

Willys, 20 drive Willys and Dodge vehicles. 

Dodge 3 Saves gas up to 5 miles per gallon, tire ‘wear, front 
d $., increases speed and power. Stops shimmy—front 

Pp wh: heels coast out of gear! 4-wheel drive handles, per- 
Canada forms, climbs like 2-wheel. Install or remove WARN 

HUB CAPS in 10 minutes. Polished aluminum, guaranteed. Rush 

check, M.O., or C.O.D. Write for circular. 


WARN MFG. CO., RIVERTON, Box 6064T, Seattle 88, Wash. 
M. NEW TURN SIGNAL 
* EASY TO INSTALL 
Attractive chrome-grey indicator template motches 
dash. Prewired switch and flasher unit plus hord- 
ware. Easy instructions. Precut color-coded wires tap | 
into existing circuits ot dosh. No changing lights or 
sockets. Order now! j 


ONLY $15.95 PPD. H&B TRAFFICATOR 


(Dir. Discounts avail) Box 121—Warrington, Pa. 


JISTONS 


F All Sizes for All Cars + Racing or Stock Cars + Big 


Bores and Strokers our Specialty Fully Guaranteed 
= LOW PRICES FREE CATALOG 


ACTURER OF AMERICA PISTONS 
ARVEY AVENUE Dept. BL MONTE, CALIF. 
M-2 


2 good experienced mechanics with good 
backgrounds to work in Speed Shop. Write 
experience, age, salary expected. 

DICK BURNS SPEED SHOP 
Carolina Beach, No. Carolina 


Detroit 26, Mich 


THE ORIGINAL auto dry wash by KozaK (not 
illustrated; see ad on page 42) is a specially 
woven soft-fiber cloth which has been chemi- 
cally treated with new detergents. No water 
is needed to remove dirt and it polishes, 
cleans, and saves time in one operation. May 
be obtained from KozaK, 28 S. Lyon St., 
Batavia, N.Y. 


COAT-OF-ARMS seat covers represent a radical 
departure in seat-cover design. The patented 
Glostex V-back construction incorporates 
within the “V” a rich coat of arms motif 
executed in gold and silver. The design is 
inlaid within the material and will remain 
beautiful through the life of the cover. Tai- 
lored entirely of plastics, the Glostex Am- 
bassador is available in shades of maroon, 
blue, and green, with the seat and back 
areas in an unusual geometric weave in fine 
Lumite Saran woven plastics. Offered at ap- 
proximately $50.00 by Glostex Products, 
Inc., 615 N. Aberdeen St., Chicago 22, Ill. 


AN INSTRUMENT designed to add _ several 
more miles per gallon, increase power, and 
give smoother engine performance to the 
average automobile «vill be put on the na- 
tional market this month. Its trade name, 
Napco Dry-Charger, is derived from its func- 
tion of vaporizing “wet” gasoline flowing 
from the carburetor before it enters the in- 
take manifold. The unit is designed to aid 
the carburetor in its primary function of pre- 
paring a mixture of fuel and air to be vapor- 
ized into finely divided particles for rapid 
combustion. Constructed of a one-piece die 
casting, the unit has no moving parts and is 
designed for installation on single or dual 
carburetors. It is unconditionally guaranteed 
by the National Automotive Products Com- 
pany, Cleveland, Ohio. 


A NEW INSPECTION TOOL, designed for the 
close examination of automotive spark plug 
firing ends, is being marketed by the Cham- 
pion Spark Plug Company. Combining a 
flashlight and magnifying glass of 2% pow- 
er, the Spark Plug Viewer permits critical 
examination of fuel deposits for the entire 
length of the insulator nose, reveals incom- 
plete or uneven abrasive cleaning, detects 
cracked or chipped insulator, checks condi- 
tion of electrode sparking surfaces, and 
points out the need for replacing spark plugs. 
The unit can be mounted conveniently near 
bench by means of a ring installed in end of 
the flashlight. The handy tool may be. pur- 
chased from the Champion Spark Plug Com- 
pany, Upton Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 


THIS CONTINENTAL-TYPE wire spoke wheel is 
designed to add a racy, imported appearance 
to any car. The Model K1goK wheel snaps 
instantly into place on original equipment 
wheels, replacing the hubcap. Construction is 
brilliant stainless steel with a rustproof fin- 
ish. The solid steel spokes are chrome-plated. 
Selling price is about 4% the cost of an origi- 
nal-equipment wire wheel. Any car with a 
15-inch wheel can be fitted. H & M Auto 
Parts, 2115 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
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BRAND NEW are these stainless steel slit 
hubcaps with die cast chrome knock-off hubs. 
Developed by Duvall-Walker, they sell for 
$36.95 for a set of four; they fit all 15- 
inch wheels. They may be purchased from 
Duvall-Walker, 11627 Ventura Blvd., Studio 
City, Calif. 


A NEW LIGHT-WEIGHT, two-speed soldering 
iron that goes to work fast, is announced by 
the Snap-on Tools Corporation. Weighing 
only 9 eunces, it is easy to handle and con- 
trol in tight spots; but, more important, it 
heats to soldering temperature in just 40 
seconds. The fast heating is accomplished by 
use of a two-speed circuit. Depressing the 
thumb button on the handle delivers 100 
watts at the tip; once the iron is heated, it 
“idles” at 25 watts . . . all the power neces- 
sary to maintain normal tip temperature for 
continuous soldering operation. Two models 
are available, one for 115-volt A.C. and the 
other for 28-volt operation. For further in- 
formation, write Snap-on Tools, Kenosha, 
Wisc. 


A NEW TURN INDICATOR has just been de- 
veloped to further safety in the operation of 
some of the popular imported cars now be- 
ing sold in the U. S. The TRAFFICATOR, 
as it is called, is designed primarily for 


MG-TDs, but it is easily adaptable to most | 


other foreign cars as well. One outstanding 
feature: no modifications have to be made in 
car lights or socket assemblies. Wire tap 
into existing circuit. With exception of wires 
to the stoplights and battery, all connections 
are made behind the dash. Easy to install, 
complete instructions and wiring diagrams 
accompany the kit, priced at $15.95. De- 
signed and built by Holbert & Beggs, War- 
rington, Pa. 


A NEW BATTERY CAP, designed to preserve 
the water in batteries, prevent corrosion, 
and warn of over-charge, is now available 
nationally for the first time. The HyDROCAP 
contains a catalyst which converts a battery’s 
escaping hydrogen and oxygen gases back 
into water. Claimed to add six months to a 
year and a half to the usable life of the aver- 
age car battery, the HYDROCAP may represent 
an important development in the lead-acid 
battery field. The new caps, selling for $2.85 
for a set of three, are reported to have 
grown out of an intensive four-year research 
program by Industrial Research, Inc., 4016 
Northwest 29th St., Miami 42, Fla. 


A NEW DUAL-POINT distributor plate, for 
Oldsmobile, Cadillac, Buick, Pontiac, and 
Studebaker V-8, is designed to improve high 
compression motor performance by increas- 
ing dwell time (coil circuit is closed longer 
between each discharge, therefore the coil re- 
ceives maximum charge); by eliminating 
high resistance—one set of points opens and 
one set closes the circuit, closing points do 
not arc and maintain firm clean contact 
much longer. Smooth acceleration and longer 
life result from the extra-large (58 balls) 
bearing which supports the plate. Selling for 
$9.95, the plate may be purchased from 
the Superior Accessory Company, 4116 San 
Fernando Rd., Glendale 4, Calif. 


WHY PAY ty 
DOUBLE? 


New ALMQUIST HI-POWER 

DUAL MANIFOLD fits all Fords & Mercs—1932- 
52. No need to buy another manifold when 
you trade your car! Balanced 180° design adds 
terrific power, — acceleration! Shiny alu- 
minum with cooling FINS. For ROAD $350 
or TRACK! (Save $12) SPSCIAL........... 

(Throttle Kit & Gen. Bracket $7) 


DUAL MANIFOLD 
FOR ALL CARS 
“The poor man’s hop up.” 
Aluminum ‘‘Equi-flow’’ man- 
ifold steps up power, pick- 
up to in- 
stall on any 6 or 95 
cylinder car.............. $] 2 
(Throttle Kit $2) 


i-Speed V-8 Carbs......$12.95 
Carb Stacks $1.25 


Hi-COMPRESSION 


IRON ‘“‘SPORTS- 
MAN” Heads for 
road ortrack. 
Stock appearing but 
terrific power! Ra- 
tios 8:1 up! For 


1939-48 9 
V-8's. set? 8 

SPECIAL EXTRA-THIN GASKETS 
Raises compression up to 8:1. $395 
For ‘39-'52 Fords & Mercs, pair............... 


= ADAPTERS CUSTOMIZING KIT 


Bolt 

Adopts REAR 

DECKS 

cury 

Carburetor to any Ford 

$3.95 | Easily 

2/3. quest: off beak 

— ts Ford V-8 carbs | Open rear deck from 
hev, Ply., & Fo inside of car! Remote 


> bolt aS $2.50 | Control Kit.......... $1.98 


eNEW v-8 RACING $25.95 
TAPPETS (Save $5) Set....$11 ‘95 
@WATER INJEC $5.95 


@V-8 HEADER KITS, ‘’Build-UR-Ow: 
@CALIFORNIA EXHAUST CUT-OUTS 
@ LOWERING ee Best V-8 Shackles.. 
@CHROME NUT C 10c 
@CHROME AIR CLEANERG.............. 
@HI-SPEED COILS (Reg. $12.95)................ J 


1953 CATALOG! 
“Bargains Galore” 


“HOW TO 
SOUP UP 
YOUR CAR 
FOR ROAD 

OR TRACK” 


ndbook given with BIG 
CATALOG Showing Racing, 
Power Custom Equip- 
ment! Both, Send only... 


Milford 21T, Pa. 


Dealers Wanted 
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Ad “Satisfaction Guaranteed’ i 
end February 1953 
y Sixty-five 


CHROME DASH PANELS 


1941 Ford (2-pe.) dash panel................ $10.95 
1942-48 Ford or Mercury dash panel....$16.95 
1941 Ford radio pamel................0..-0-0-00 3.65 


1940 Ford instrument panel....... 
3.45 
..$ 3.45 

1941 Mercury dash panel............. 16.95 


1940 Ford clock panel.......... 
LOWERING SHACKLES 


(specify if Philco or Zenith) 
1940 Ford radio panel....... 
For Ford-Mercury—set of 4 


4”... $1.25 1932 
6"... $1.75 1948 


LOWERING BLOCKS 


$350 (2"" ‘ 
set drop) 
consists of 4 U 


bolts and 2 blocks 
(add $1 for 3” drop) : 
SPECIFY YEAR AND MAKE OF CAR 
Immed. Delivery. Send 25% with order 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


LEO’S AUTO SUPPLY 


Send 25c in coin or stamps for catalog 
Dept. M-2, 2823 N. Stone Av., Tucson, Ariz. 


FE[-PRO- Wor GASKETS 
for FORD-CHEVROLET- MERCURY engines 


Especially designed Hot Rod Gaskets 
having enlarged cylinder openings to 
provide piston clearance on popular hot 
engines. 

AVAILABLE NOW!! 

Get them at your nearest automotive 
wholesaler... and while you are pyre 
—ask for a copy of the rree Fel-Pro 
GASKETING MANUAL e booklet 


FREE MANUAL may 
also be had by writing direct to” 


FELT PRODUCTS MFG. COMPANY, 
1526 Carrell Ave., Chigage 7, tl. 


of stock car and hot rod builders as 

Comptetewith the welder of 1001 uses. Easily oper- 
CarbonAre ated from properly wired 110 volt AC 

or DC line, The ideal gift with a life- 

handieat metat- ‘ong use... . Order today on 10 day 

craft money back guarantee. 

FOUR WAY WELDER COMPANY 

2326 $. Michigan Av., Chicago 16, Ili., Dept. F6-BD 


Buick te Willys—All Models 1940-1952 
Mere in handy, easy-to-use form are complete tune- 
up specifications on all makes of cars, (Buick to 
Witiys) 1940 to 1952 models inclusive. The very in- 
formation you need to get maximum performance and 
economy of operation. For all repairmen, from car 
owner to expert mechanic. Will save. you 

many dollars. Clip this ad and mai! with 25 cents in 

DAY. 


coln TO! 
-WILLCOX 
Dept. 192. 1321 S$. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5 


Dave A EBAKER 


Boast new rugged power, better 
economy, flashing get-away. Get 
parts list, = “ym info, tune-up 
tips all for with double-your-money 
certificate worth $122 on buys. Every 
Champion owner should write Dept. M-2 


“=FRANK MORGAN CO. 
Third & St, MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


ARIZONA'S LARGEST HOT ROD SHOP i 


Spotlight on Detroit... Hudson and 
Nash New Car Announcements 


(Continued from page fifty-three) 


Hucson Hornet and Wasp are about sume us last year. However, a new Super Wasp 
and a new low-price car, the Hudson Jet, will soon be on the market. More details on 
this latter car will be found in “And at Presstime,” p. 5, with complete info next month 


and an aluminum cylinder head are standard. 

A power boost has been given the 
Statesmen series’ six-cylinder L-Head 
engine. It is up 13 per cent to 100 bhp with 
a 7.45:1 compression ratio. Responsible for 
the boost is a new double barrel carburetor, 


_ enlarged intake manifold and improved ex- 


haust, redesigned combustion chambers and 
a new high lift camshaft. 

One of the important optional Nash fea- 
tures this year will be power steering on the 


| Ambassador series. It most nearly resembles 


the system adopted by Packard wherein only 
one-pound pressure is needed to bring it into 
play. 

The regular Hudson lines—Hornet and 
Wasp—are about the same as last year. 
A new super Wasp has been added for 1953. 
Complete details on the new, small Jet will 
be ready for next month’s Motor TreNp. 

Leading the Hudson lines for this year is 
the stock car champion, the Hornet. Its 145- 
bhp engine has a 7.2:1 compression ratio 


and aluminum head, bore and stroke is 3!*4¢ 
x44 inches, and displacement is 308 cubic 
inches. 

Next comes the new Super Wasp, pow- 
ered by a 127 bhp engine. It possesses 
many features of the Hornet. Compression 
ratio for this engine is 7.2:1 with optional 
aluminum head and 6.7:1 with standard iron- 
alloy head: displacement is 262 cubic inches, 
bore and stroke is 3%4¢x4%¢ inches. 

The lower-priced Wasp is powered by 
a 112 bhp engine. Compression is the same 
as for the Super Wasp, bore and stroke is 
3%6x3% inches, and displacement is 232 
cubic inches. 

Twin H-Power, Hudson’s multiple 
fueling system, is available as optional 
equipment for the Hornet and Super 
Wasp. Dual Range Hydra-Matic transmis- 
sion is also available as extra equipment on 
all Hudsons, as is overdrive. For information 
on the new Hudson Jet. see page 5. 

—-Harry Cushing 


Nash announces several engineering improvements, but styling remains untouched ex- 
cept for louvers in the air scoop and the addition of a hood ornament which might 


cause Farina to frown. Ambassador series will be powered with a 120 bhp “Super Jetfire’ 


Motor Trend 
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By Raymond J. Carpenter 


This is a story that is so fantastic that the average car owner has 
a hard time believing it’s true. Read this article carefully because it proves 
conclusively that there’s really no need for you to throw money away every 
time you drive your car. Over five years ago and every year since, some of 


the nation’s top automotive engi- 
neers have proved beyond question 
THAT ANY CAR CAN GET UP TO 
43 MILES PER GALLON. 

Here’s your chance to benefit 
from the facts these experts un- 
covered. If your car is less than 
15 years old, you can easily get 2 
to 9 more miles per gallon of regu- 
lar gas. Learn how you can... 
boost your car’s horsepower up to 
30% ... increase top speed up to 
32 more miles per hour ... zoom 
from 0 to 60 miles per hour in 12 
seconds. 

- get 12,000 miles without 
changing your oil . .. get 10,000 
more miles on any set of tires. But 
don’t take my word for it... in- 
vest a few minutes of your time 
. « » read this article and prove it 
to yourself. 


HOW DOES YOUR CAR 


MEASURE UP? 

All experiments conducted by 
these automotive economy engineers 
were made on average cars like 
yours and mine, and under average 
conditions. No changes or adjust- 
ments were permitted that you 
couldn’t make with the tools in your 
own or your mechanic’s garage. 
Fuel experts attending the meet 
worked out money saving fuel mix- 
tures and carburetion hints. 

In the 1948 tests a °46 Pontiac 8 
got 72.5 miles per gallon to win 
first place. The second place car 
was heavier, a ‘46 DeSoto, but it 
managed to come out with 44 miles 
per gallon. The following year an 
“ancient’’ 1938 Chevrolet came 
through with flying colors .. . it 
got 79 miles per gallon. Thus, these 
engineers were able to prove that 
the make, model, weight and year 
of the car makes no difference. 
Knowledge was their ‘‘key’’ to suc- 
cessful performance. 


“MY HEAVY CAR GAVE POOR MILE- 
AGE. I'M A SALESMAN AND a 
MANY HUNDREDS OF MILES 
WEEK. WITH YOUR SIMPLE MILEAGE 
TRICKS | NOW GET 33 MILES PER 
GALLON AVERAGE.” 

J. Francis Hilton, 1888 N. 
Hts. Blvd., Hollywood, Calif. 


WHAT REALLY HAPPENS 


TO THE GAS YOU USE? 

These engineers discovered where 
your gas dollars really go. They 
learned that as much as 80c out 
of every gasoline dollar you spend 
is WASTED. They proved that 
nearly half of your gas generated 
engine power doesn’t move your 
car one inch . .. but only serves 
to overcome engine friction. An- 
other 20% of engine power is lost 
as it blows out your exhaust pipe, 
and more power is stolen by your 
engine’s cooling and ignition sys- 
tems. 

If you know these facts and know 
how to apply a few simple economy 
Methods and products, you can 


Crescent 


DOUBLE THE PRESENT MILEAGE 
AND POWER OF YOUR CAR. 


GETTING UNDER 30 
MILES PER GALLON? 
Don’t Be Surprised If You 


Flunk This Gas Economy Test 

Here in question and answer 
form are some practical, economy 
hints that can get any motorist 
from 3 to 5 miles more on every 
gallon of gas. 

1. Do you buy your gas at night 
or early in the morning before it 
has expanded in station tanks? 
This simple trick can save you up 
to 5%. yes 

2. Do you ever drive 
near empty gas tank? If so, your 
fuel quickly vaporizes and escapes 
out the air vent ... especially in 
hot weather. 


“1 DRIVE FAST. ALTHOUGH | TRIED 

ALMOST EVERY BRAND, MY TIRES 
NEVER oe YOUR TIRE TIPS 
SAVED ME ER $125.00 ALREADY 
THIS YEAR. 


Arnold Schell, 3711 Edgehill Drive, 
Los Angeles 18, Calif. 

3. Do you take off at once with- 
out warming your engine for at 
least 60 seconds? A cold engine 
uses twice as much gas. 

no 

If you are guilty of more than 
one of the simple errors outlined 
here, and you want to know more 
of the hundreds of simple ways 
you can “Cut car expenses,”’ read on. 


CONVINCE YOURSELF 


IN 2 MINUTES! 

The following simple adjustment 
to your carburetor can increase 
your gas mileage up to 25%. ALL 
YOU NEED IS A SCREW DRIVER! 
In many cases the fuel-air mixture 
in the carburetor is too rich for the 
power it delivers ... or is required. 
The following simple adjustment 
will correct that condition in most 
cars and give you full dollar value 
for every drop of gas. Here’s what 
you do: 

1. Warm up your engine for at 
least 2 or 3 minutes—a little longer 
in cold weather. 2. After the motor 
has been warmed up, locate the 
carburetor idling adjustment screw 
and turn it to the right until your 
engine dies. 3. While the engine is 
still dead, turn the idling screw 
ONE-HALF TURN to the left. 
THAT’S ALL THERE IS TO IT! 
Start your engine again ... see 
how much easier and smoother 
your motor starts and runs. You 
will be amazed when you check 
your gas mileage and will immedi- 
ately feel the difference in power 
and pick-up. 

HOW TO CUT AUTO 


EXPENSES IN HALF! 

I've mentioned just a few of 
these hundreds of money saving tips 
developed and proved by automo- 
tive engineers and world famous 
mileage champs. How would you 


SCIENTIFIC pag rer td PROVE THE TRUE CAPABILITIES OF THE AVERAGE 


CAR! TOP AUTO 


ONOMY EXPERTS AND ENGINEERS TEST NEW “MIRACLE” 


PRODUCTS AND ECONOMY TECHNIQUES. THEY ARE PROVING THAT IT’S 
POSSIBLE FOR ANY CAR OWNER TO DOUBLE GAS MILEAGE AND OIL LIFE. 


like to have all the knowledge and 
experience of these experts at your 
fingertips? 

You could learn how to convert 
your present car to an 150 miles 
per hour sport car ... double the 
braking power of your car with a 
fifteen minute attachment installa- 
tion . . . increase the resale value 
of your used car up to $200 at only 
a few pennies cost. These and 
hundreds of other tips, hints and 
ideas are graphically outlined for 
quick examination and usage in 
the Newhouse Speed. Power and 
Economy Handbook. 

THE GREATEST AUTO 


ENCYCLOPEDIA EVER WRITTEN 

This book contains information 
compiled during 20 years of inten- 
sive research and experimentation. 
The facts and figures are all down 
in black and white so that everyone 
can SEE FOR THEMSELVES the 
how and why! 

This book and its companion 
manuals can hep you: Get up to 
50% more gas mileage. Save up 
to 75% on your oil bills. Reduce 
auto upkeep and repair bills as 
much as 60%. 

ONLY THIS FAMOUS 


BOOK REVEALS ALL 

THE NEWHOUSE 1952 SPEED, 
POWER & ECONOMY HANDBOOK 

. . the most authentic, complete 
and fully illustrated book of its 
type ever published . is now 
available to you. See for yourself 
the quick, easy, step-by-step photo 
illustrations that reveal the out- 
standing speed, power and economy 
secrets of the 20th Century. 50 fas- 
cinating chapters of clear, simple 
information on every phase of car 
operation, economy, upkeep and re- 
pair. Yours to TRY FOR 10 DAYS 
IN YOUR HOME AT OUR EXPENSE. 


Send no money. This book is 
sent to you C.O.D. Merely pay post- 
man $1.98 plus a few pennies post- 
age when it is delivered. If it does 
not live up to all the claims, just 
return it and your $1.98 will be 
refunded. 

DON’T PAY FOR 
NEEDLESS REPAIRS 

We all have been “‘stung”’ at one 
time or another with a bill for 
needless auto repair. Learn how 
to “fix it yourself’’ and save at 
least $100.00 this year alone. 

Learn how to determine FAIR 
repair charges as well as do your 
own work. 

THREE VALUABLE 


HANDBOOKS SENT FREE 

Order your Newhouse Book to- 
day and receive three handbooks 
(valued at $1.75) absolutely free. 
These are yours to keep even if 
you return the Speed & Power 
Book and your Club Membership 
package. 

1. ECONOMY IN DRIVING ... 
A 48 page manual with hints and 
tips on how you can save gas, oil, 
tires and brakes. (Regular 50c value) 

2. FAMOUS “HOW” BOOKLET 
. . . The only book of its type ever 
printed. This sensational publica- 
tion reveals the inside dope on the 
world famous “Economy Trials’. 
(Regular $1.00 value) 

3. HIGH PERFORMANCE EQUIP- 
MENT MANUAL .. . A complete 
listing of nearly 1,000 of the in- 
dustries’ top speed, power and econ- 


omy parts and accessories. (Regular 
25c value) 
RUSH THE COUPON BELOW 


TODAY TO: 
Newhouse Automotive 
Dept. BT, 9909 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


I SEND NO MONEY! MAIL FREE GIFT COUPON NOW! 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE, 


Dept. BM-2, 9909 Santa Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Rush me the Newhouse SPEED, POWER & ECONOMY HANDBOOK for 
NO RISK EXAMINATION. I agree to pay postman on arrival $1.98 plus 
postage. If not completely satisfied I will return it within 10 days for 


a full refund. 


Also send me ABSOLUTELY FREE the 3 handbooks: 
“High Performance Equipment,’’ 


Driving,” 
Booklet.’ 


“Economy in 


and the “Famous How 


Newhouse Handbook. Also, don’t forget to include my Economy Club 


Membership & Gift certificates Free to all handbook purchasers. 


(Please print in pencil) 


City Zone 


State 


[SAVE MORE! If you send $1.98 with coupon, we pay all postage 
charges. Same money-back guarantee. Calif. residents please add 


6c State Sales Tax. 
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A-FLOW 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 


EXHAUST SYSTEMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR: 
49-52 Oldemobile 88 and 98 

49-52 Lincoln 

51-52 Studebaker V-8 

50-51 Cadillac 

39-52 Mercury 

35-52 Ford 

51-52 Chrysler V-8 


NEW ZIP TO QUICK PICK-UPS—A SMOOTHER ENGINE ON THE OPEN ROAD 


You’ll really go for that added zing...that extra pep and punch you'll find in the 
Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System. Here’s an exhaust designed to allow free flow 
of gasses from both sides. Practically eliminates back pressure. Produces gains of 
10% or more in road horsepower. There’s better performance in your V-8 in other 
ways, too. Higher top speed. Faster acceleration. A smoother-running motor. 


The Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System requires no costly or time-eating atten- 
tion, once installed. No engine adjustments or alterations...See your Belond 
dealer today. Get the best single improvement that can be put on a V-8. 


If you don’t know your nearest Belond dealer, write for 
information...and literature. Trade inquiries welcomed. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MUFFLER CO. 
11039-49 Washington Bivd., Culver City 2, California 


*Trade Mark Registered Copyright 1953 
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